
July 23, 2023 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 13:24-43 

 

Jesus proposed another parable to them. "The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good 

seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then 

went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder came to 

him and said, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where have the weeds come from?' He 

answered, 'An enemy has done this.' His slaves said to him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' He 

replied, 'No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until 

harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, "First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for 

burning; but gather the wheat into my barn."'"  

 

He proposed another parable to them. "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and 

sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a 

large bush, and the 'birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.'"  

 

He spoke to them another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with 

three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened." All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in 

parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill what had been said through the prophet: "I will open my 

mouth in parables; I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world."  

 

Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His disciples approached him and said, "Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds in the field." He said in reply, "He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the 

world, the good seed the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy 

who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will collect out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the 

fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 

 

Background: 

The Gospel text for this Sunday follows directly after the Gospel from last Sunday. Last week the first line of 

the Gospel described Jesus leaving the house and going down by the sea. This week, after Jesus had addressed 

the crowd that had gathered, he dismissed them and returned to the house (Matthew 13:36). The first two 

parables in today’s Gospel are similar to that of last week, centering on agriculture and the sowing of seeds. The 

parables conclude with the familiar admonition of last week: “Whoever has ears ought to hear.” (Matthew 13:9 

and 43b) The repetition of the line indicates its importance.  

 

While there are a number of common elements in the parables in the texts for last week and this week, what 

stands out is the last parable, which is about a woman doing one of the most ordinary kitchen tasks, making 

bread. In the male-dominated culture in which Jesus lived, Jesus’ effort to include an example that every 

woman of the day would understand sends a message to the male-dominated culture of Jesus’s day.  

 

Another cultural aspect to appreciate is the enjoyment that people of the day found in making another look 

foolish. The Gospels often mention that Jesus’ opponents are posing some questions or situation to Jesus in 

order to embarrass or trap him. 

  

In the first parable of today’s text, an enemy has come in the night to sow weeds in the midst of the wheat field. 

In our modern agricultural situations, this may seem unlikely. But for the small plots of land that were farmed 

by hand in the day of Jesus, maybe this was not so unlikely. Consider that a neighboring farmer may be trying 

to make his fellow farmer look a bit foolish by sowing weeds in his neighbor’s field, and the attention he will 



receive when others learn of the trickery. But as the parable unfolds, the foolish farmer becomes the wiser of the 

two. He was wise enough to know that the weeds were not strong enough to choke off his wheat, and the two 

were able to grow together. At harvest time, he has both his wheat harvest and the weeds, which are fuel for his 

fire. 

 

The parables that Jesus tells in this text reveal a God who is imperceptibly at work in ordinary human ways, a 

God who at the same time is more powerful than any outside effort to thwart God’s intentions. This God’s 

kingdom is unfolding in the lives of farmers, women, and even Gentiles.  

 

This Sunday a short form of the Gospel text can be used which would only include the first parable. This option 

would strengthen a connection to the first reading (Wisdom 12:13, 16-19), but would eliminate the repetition of 

the line “Whoever has ears ought to hear,” and pass over the reality that Jesus made a significant effort to 

include women in the way he taught and pointed toward the kingdom, even in his very male-dominated world. 

  

Reflection Questions: 

1. Do you know people who enjoy playing practical jokes on others? Have you ever been the focus of someone 

else’s practical joke? What feelings arise within you as you recall that experience? 

2. What do you think the ordinary peasants of the day were thinking as they heard Jesus tell these parables?  

3. Whom, in our society, “weeds growing in the midst of the wheat” might symbolize?  

4. Within you as a person, what values or behaviors might be weeds that are growing among the wheat? 

5. Who today speaks with the wisdom of the farmer who is willing to let the weeds grow with the wheat?  

6. Do you ever feel like the kingdom of God is unfolding too slowly?  

7. Why would Jesus tell parables about the kingdom of God that focused on the experience of the most 

common of people, including women? 

8. Can you take some time to speak with God about whatever has arisen within you as you reflected on these 

parables? 

 

The Gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by 

Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel. 

To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com 

 

 

Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is 

https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will 

take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or 

comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the 

following Friday when the new material is posted.     

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 

edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner.   

 

Please include this information when printing or forwarding. 

 

 

Excerpts from the Readings for July 23, 2023, the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

There is no god besides you who have the care of all, you have not unjustly condemned. 

Your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. 

You show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved. 

Though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you govern. 
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You taught your people, by these deeds, that those who are just must be kind; 

and you gave your children hope that you would permit repentance for their sins. 

 

 

You, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 

Hearken, O Lord, to my prayer and attend to the sound of my pleading. 

All the nations you have made shall come and worship you, O Lord, and glorify your name. 

For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; you alone are God. 

You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. 

Turn toward me, and have pity on me; give your strength to your servant. 

 

 

Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness;  

for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes.  

And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of the Spirit, 

because he intercedes for the holy ones according to God's will. 

 

 

Jesus proposed a parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field.  

While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off.  

When the crop grew, the weeds appeared.  His slaves said, 'Do you want us to pull them up?' 

He replied, 'No, if you pull up the weeds, you might uproot the wheat along with them.  

Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, 

"First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn."'" 

   (The short version ends here.) 

He proposed another parable to them. "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.  

It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants.  

It becomes a large bush, and the 'birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.'" 

He spoke to them another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened." 

All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, to fulfill what had been said through the prophet: 

I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world. 

His disciples approached him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field."  

He said, "He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children  

of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil.  

The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.  

Just as weeds are collected and burned, so will it be at the end of the age.  

The Son of Man will send angels, and they will collect all who cause others to sin and all evildoers.  

They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.  

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father." 

 

Excerpts from Wisdom 12:13-19; Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; Romans 8:26-27; and Matthew 13:24-43 

 

Friends, 

Here are the Gospel background and reflection questions for July 23rd, as prepared by Franciscan spiritual 

director Fr. Paul Gallagher.  The Gospel from Matthew picks up from last week’s parable of the sower, and 

presents three more parables: a longer one about weeds among the wheat, and two short ones about the power of 

the word to greatly expand the kingdom. Like with last week's parable, Jesus offers an explanation for the one 

parable toward the end of the Gospel. "The good seeds are the children of the kingdom. The weeds sowed 

among them are the children of the evil one. They will be separated and burned when the wheat is gathered.” 

The other readings also have references to how our God is just, and yet He shows lenience and opportunity to 

repent, until the time of judgement arrives. In the first reading from Wisdom, “Your might is the source of 



justice. You taught your people that the just must be kind. You gave your children good ground for hope that 

you would permit repentance for their sins.”  Psalm 86 proclaims, “You, O Lord, are merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, abounding in kindness. All the nations you have made shall worship you. You alone are God. “In 

the second reading, from the letter to the Romans, Paul writes, “The Spirit comes to our aid and intercedes. The 

one who searches hearts knows the intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes according to God's will.”  

If the long form is used, there are several more elements to the Gospel than just the first parable.  Again, a 

prophecy is quoted to explain the use of parables, and an explanation of the long parable is given.  There are the 

other two short parables as well. One of them describes that the tiny mustard seed grows into a large bush that 

the birds come to dwell in.  The other short parable describes that a small amount of yeast will leaven the whole 

batch, even if made with “three measures of flour.”  Using the “measure” of Jesus' day, this enormous batch 

would have produced enough to feed 100 people! But what sounds like exaggeration makes Jesus’ point: The 

effect of the word of God’s kingdom is that it expands that greatly.   

 

Joe 
> i <   May the Word light your way each day! 

 

 


