
November 19, 2023 

33rd Sunday of the Year 

Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Jesus told his disciples this parable. "It will be as when a man who was going on a journey called in his servants 

and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one--to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away.  

 

Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five. Likewise, the 

one who received two made another two. But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 

and buried his master's money.  

 

After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. The one who had 

received five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. See, 

I have made five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were 

faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.' Then the one who 

had received two talents also came forward and said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See, I have made two 

more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small 

matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.' Then the one who had received 

the one talent came forward and said, 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did 

not plant and gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground. 

Here it is back.' His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 

did not plant and gather where I did not scatter? Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I 

could have got it back with interest on my return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one 

with ten.  

 

For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he 

has will be taken away. And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing 

and grinding of teeth.'" 

 

Background: 

In this Gospel is the second parable in the 25th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. The third will be our Gospel for 

next Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King. All three parables are preparing the Christian Community for the 

return of Christ and the establishment of the reign of God. 

 

In the parable, the master is going on a long journey and giving each of his servants an unbelievable sum of 

money. A talent was the equivalent of 6,000 denarii and one denarius was the usual daily wage. From the 

perspective of those Jesus addressed, even the servant who received one talent has received an unbelievable 

amount of money. The difference in the amount each has received is not the issue. The master has placed a great 

amount of trust in each of the servants. The first two servants are very industrious and have found ways to 

double the master’s wealth. The last, however, has protected the master’s wealth out of fear, but returns it in 

full. He has not used what was given him so that it would increase, nor has he used any of it for himself.  

 

When Jesus was telling the original parable, those who were hearing it would have been mostly peasants who 

had little or no wealth. For them, a person who had so much wealth that he could have divided it among three 

servants would have been scandalous. It would have been presumed that the wealth was gotten by depriving 

others, and should be used to expand his reputation by sponsoring others in the community. But instead, this 

one expects that the servants return what has been entrusted to them, with a profit. For the average person to 

whom Jesus told the parables, this story makes little or no sense. The parable only works as a story about 

something other than material wealth.  

 



Matthew’s 25th chapter consists of three parables about the coming of the reign of God. The first parable is the 

parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) that was the Gospel text last Sunday. The second parable is of the 

generous master who shares his wealth with his servants (Matthew 25:14-30) which is the Gospel text for this 

Sunday. The last parable is that of the final judgment when Jesus separates the sheep from the goats according 

to how they have treated the least among them (Matthew 25:31-46.). This parable will be the text for next 

Sunday, the feast of Christ the King. Matthew begins his 26th chapter with Jesus speaking to his disciples of his 

approaching betrayal and death. “When Jesus had finished all these words, he said to his disciples, ‘You know 

that in two days’ time it will be Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified’” (Matthew 

26:1-2). By the end of the 26th chapter, Jesus is arrested, and Peter has denied him three times. It will be helpful 

to understand these parables in light of their context in Matthew’s Gospel, and in light of how the early 

Christians reflected on them to shed light on their own relationship to God.  

 

Reflection Questions: 

1. Have you ever bought a lottery ticket or thought about what you would do if you won? 

2. What talents and gifts has God given to you? 

3. Are there times when you are more aware of the talents and gifts of others, than of your own?  

4. What are some of the things that motivate you to use your gifts for God’s reign?  

5. Is fear one of things that motivates you? How do you experience fear as a motivation within you? Does fear 

as a motivator affect you in ways that other kinds of motivation do not? 

6. What kind of temptations might arise because the master is a long time in returning? 

7. Do you value your faith relationship with God as a gift to you? What do you do to protect that gift, nurture 

it, and foster its development? 

8. Do you think God expects you to develop and share with others the gifts that you have been given?  

9. How do you experience God’s invitation to “come share your Master’s joy?”  

10. Can you take some time to talk to God about how you feel about the gifts that you have been given, how 

you experience God’s desire for you, or what you hear God saying to you in this Gospel?  

 

 

The Gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by 

Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel. 

To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com 

     

Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is 

https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will 

take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or 

comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the 

following Friday when the new material is posted.     

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 

edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner.   

 

Please include this information when printing or forwarding. 

 

 

Excerpts from the readings for November 12, 2023, the Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls.  Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,  

has an unfailing prize.  She brings him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. 

She obtains wool and flax and works with loving hands. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her  

mailto:annemarie.lom@gmail.com
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/


fingers ply the spindle.  She reaches out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy. 

Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

Give her a reward for her labors, and let her works praise her at the city gates. 

 

 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who walk in his ways! 

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and favored. 

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your home; 

Your children like olive plants around your table. Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the Lord. 

The Lord bless you from Zion: may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. 

 

 

Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for anything to be written to you.  

For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief at night. When people are saying,  

"Peace and security," then sudden disaster comes upon them, like labor pains upon a pregnant woman,  

and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, for that day to overtake you like a thief.  

For all of you are children of the light and children of the day. We are not of the night or of darkness.  

Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober. 

 

 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "A man going on a journey called in his servants  

and entrusted his possessions to them.  To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one— 

to each according to his ability.  Then he went away.  The one who received five talents traded with them, and 

made another five.  Likewise, the one who received two made another two.  But the man  

who received one dug a hole in the ground and buried his master's money. After a long time the master  

came back and settled accounts with them. The one who had received five talents said, 'Master, you  

gave me five talents.  See, I have made five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done. Come, share your  

master's joy.'  Then the one who had received two talents said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See, I have 

made two more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done. You were faithful in small matters, I will give  

you great responsibilities.  Come, share your master's joy.' The one who had received one talent said,  

'Master, I knew you were demanding, harvesting where you did not plant, gathering where you did not  

scatter; so out of fear I buried your talent. Here it is back.'  His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked,  

lazy servant! Should you not have put my money in the bank so I could have got it back with interest?  

Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten. For to everyone who has,  

more will be given; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

Throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'" 

 

 

Excerpts from Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 128:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; and Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Friends, 

Here are the Gospel background and reflection questions for November 19th, as prepared by Franciscan 

spiritual director Fr. Paul Gallagher.  The Gospel from Matthew is the parable of the talents.  Before going away 

on a lengthy journey, a man entrusted his possessions to his three servants, to each according to his ability—five 

talents, two, and one.  When the master came back and settled accounts with them, the one who had been given 

five had made five more, the one who had been given two made two more, and the one who had been given one 

had simply buried it for safe keeping. The master was pleased with those who had turned a profit, but the third 

who had made nothing was thrown out, regarded as “wicked and lazy.”  Jesus says, “To everyone who has, 

more will be given; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away." 

The other readings also refer, in different ways, to how things are taken care of when a master is away, and the 

rewards for proper care of whatever the master entrusts someone with.   In the first reading from Proverbs, a 

worthy wife is praised, and rewarded for her labors. “The woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Let her 



works praise her at the city gates.” Psalm 128 exclaims, "Blessed are you who fear the Lord, for you shall eat 

the fruit of your handiwork. Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in your home; your children like olive plants 

around your table."  In the second reading, from the first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul writes, “You know the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief at night. You are not in darkness, for that day to overtake you like a thief. 

You are children of the day. Let us not sleep, but stay alert and sober.”   

The worthy wife in the first reading “brings her husband good, and not evil, all the days of her life. She reaches 

out her hands to the poor, and extends her arms to the needy.”  The one who fears the Lord in the Psalm “walks 

in the Lord’s ways.” These two are like the servants who earned additional talents for the master in the parable, 

who will be honored with greater responsibilities.  When sudden disaster comes upon the unwatchful in the 

second reading, “it is like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” This is like the one 

who buried the one talent in the Gospel parable. This “useless servant” is thrown into the darkness outside, 

“where there is wailing and grinding of teeth.”  Some good deeds expected of the watchful ones (with more 

talents) are described in next week’s Gospel, on the feast of Christ the King:  “I was hungry and you gave me 

food, thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you 

cared for me, in prison and you visited me.”   

 

For the past five years, Fr. Paul Gallagher, who writes these weekly Gospel reflections, has worked with a 

Franciscan ministry in south St. Louis, Missouri called the Franciscan Connection.  The Franciscan Way 

newsletter in its most recent issue ran a story about the Franciscan Connection and its work to help meet the 

needs of disadvantaged people in the surrounding community. There are photos and some commentary from the 

friars who run the Franciscan Connection. A link to the article is below. 

 

https://thefranciscanway.org/franciscan-ministry-franciscan-connection-friars-help-with-unpaid-utility-bills-

and-link-neighbors-to-assistance-programs/ 

 

Joe 
> i <   May the Word light your way each day! 
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