March 17, 2024
5th Sunday of Lent
John 12:20-33

Now there were some Greeks among those who had come up to worship at the feast. They came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we would like to see Jesus." Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.

Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, | say to you, unless
a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there also will my servant be. The Father will honor
whoever serves me.

"l am troubled now. Yet what should I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But it was for this purpose that |
came to this hour. Father, glorify your name."” Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it and will
glorify it again." The crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, "An angel has spoken to
him." Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come for my sake but for yours. Now is the time of
judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And when | am lifted up from the earth, |
will draw everyone to myself." He said this indicating the kind of death he would die.

Background:

Most of chapter 11 of John’s Gospel recounts Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-45). For some,
Lazarus’ return to life led them to believe in Jesus, but others went off to inform the Pharisees. The chief priests
and Pharisees convened a meeting of the full Sanhedrin. Worried about Rome’s reaction to Jesus’ growing
popularity, they decided to kill him. Jesus no longer walked in public, and he left the region.

The people who had gathered for the Passover were looking for Jesus and wondering if he would come for the
feast. The chief priests and the Pharisees had spread the word that they wanted to arrest him. Six days before the
Passover, Jesus traveled to Bethany and the house of Lazarus. While at dinner, Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with
expensive oil. The crowd learned where Jesus was and came out to see him and Lazarus. The plot to kill Jesus
was expanded to include Lazarus. Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem with crowds of people greeting him,
waving palm branches and crying out “Hosanna!” At this sight the Pharisees said, “Look, the whole world has
gone after him” (John 12:19b). This briefly summarizes the text that immediately precedes this week’s Gospel
(John 11:45-12:19).

Philip and Andrew are Greek names. It is possible that the Greeks who had come to Jerusalem knew Philip, or
at least thought they would have a better chance of meeting Jesus by approaching a fellow Greek. The text does
not say whether or not they were Jews, or why they were in Jerusalem. The assumption that they were there to
celebrate the Passover is not confirmed in the text. They may also have been there to sell merchandise to the
crowds, or as escorts to Jews who had come for the feast. Their request to meet Jesus gives credence to the
Pharisees’ statement that “the whole world has gone after him.”

With the arrival of the Greeks, Jesus says that his hour has arrived. It is both the hour that he dreads and the
hour of his glory. Jesus uses the image of a grain of wheat to illustrate his point. It is only by the seed’s
destruction that it can become a plant that can then provide nourishment. The reality that the seed must
surrender its life as a seed in order to become a plant is also Jesus’ reality, as well as the reality of those who
desire to be his followers.

The use of the words “love” and “hate” emphasizes the contrast. A choice is involved here, a decision has to be
made. Jesus’ prayer to the Father indicates a sense of the real struggle within himself. With Jesus’ decision to be
faithful, the events that will lead to his death are set in motion. God’s affirmation, the voice from heaven, is



heard by those present, but not understood. The hour of judgment has come. The rulers of the world, those who
do not accept his teaching, will be defeated. In the text, the Greeks have come to Jerusalem for the Passover and
to find their way to Jesus. At the end of the text, Jesus says that when he is raised up, he will draw everyone to
himself.

As we gather to hear this Gospel, we are present with the elect from all over the world who will be baptized at
the Easter Vigil. They are in the process of making their final decision to become followers of Christ and
members of the Church--non-Jews who have been drawn to Jesus.

Reflection Questions:

1. Who are the people who have led you to your relationship with Jesus?

2. Has there been a time when you were struggling with your faith, either in Jesus as the Christ, or to continue
your association with the Church? What was that period like? What do you remember about that time in
your life?

3. Have you ever been part of the faith journey of another? How did that experience affect your relationship
with Jesus?

4. How have the events of this year and/or this Lent influenced your awareness of your need for God?

5. How do you hear Jesus’ statement "l am troubled now. Yet what should | say? 'Father, save me from this
hour?””

6. Do you think that Jesus was really troubled by the fact that the likelihood of his crucifixion and death was
becoming more apparent?

7. Can you take some time to talk with God about your feelings as Jesus struggles to be faithful to the Father
as his death becomes more apparent? You may instead rather talk with God about your own struggles to be
faithful.

The Gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by
Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel.
To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com

Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will
take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or
comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the
following Friday when the new material is posted.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in
writing from the copyright owner.

Please include this information when printing or forwarding.

Excerpts from the readings for March 17, 2024, the Fifth Sunday of Lent

The days are coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant | made with their fathers

the day I took them by the hand to lead them forth from the land of Egypt;

for they broke my covenant, and | had to show myself their master, says the Lord.

But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord.
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I will place my law within them and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. No longer will they have need to teach their friends and relatives how to know the Lord.

All, from least to greatest, shall know me, says the Lord,

for I will forgive their evildoing and remember their sin no more.

Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense.
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse me.

A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me.

Cast me not out from your presence, and your Holy Spirit take not from me.

Give me back the joy of your salvation, and a willing spirit sustain in me.

I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners shall return to you.

In the days when Christ Jesus was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and
tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.

Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered;

and when he was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast came to Philip, who was

from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we would like to see Jesus."

Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.

Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

Amen, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,

it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there also will my servant be.

The Father will honor whoever serves me.

"l am troubled now. Yet what should I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'?

But it was for this purpose that | came to this hour. Father, glorify your name."”

Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it and will glorify it again."”

The crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, "An angel has spoken to him."
Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come for my sake but for yours.

Now is the time of judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.

And when | am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself."

He said this indicating the kind of death he would die.

Excerpts from Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15; Hebrews 5:7-9; and John 12:20-33

Friends,

Here are the Gospel background and reflection questions for March 17th, as prepared by Franciscan spiritual
director Fr. Paul Gallagher. On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, we hear from John’s Gospel where Jesus declares to
his disciples that the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. “Now is the time of judgment; now the
ruler of this world will be driven out. And when | am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”
He said this indicating the kind of death he would die.

The other readings also have direct references to the new covenant, and to a newly cleansed obedient heart. In
the first reading from Jeremiah, the Lord says, “This will not be like the covenant | made with their fathers
when | led them forth from Egypt, for they broke my covenant, and | had to show myself their master. This
covenant, | will write my law upon their hearts. All shall know me. I will forgive, and remember their sin no
more.” Psalm 51 requests,”A clean heart create for me, O God; cleanse me of my sin.” In the second reading,



from the letter to the Hebrews, Paul writes, "Christ Jesus learned obedience from what he suffered; and when he
was made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him."

Today’s Gospel occurs at the point of transition in John’s Gospel. In the previous chapter, Jesus raised Lazarus
from the dead, and the religious leaders resolved to find an opportunity to have him killed. Earlier in this
chapter, Jesus was anointed by Martha’s sister Mary, and the crowds greeted him with palms and hosannas as
he entered Jerusalem. In today’s Gospel, others who have come to Jerusalem for the Passover are telling the
disciples they want to see Jesus. He responds, “For this purpose I came to this hour,” and then he says, “Father,
glorify your name.” The voice from heaven replies, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.” Jesus tells the
crowd who heard it, “This voice did not come for my sake but for yours.”

Happy St. Patrick's Day next Sunday, and enjoy the daylight savings time sunlight!

Joe
i< May the Word light your way each day!
The light will be among you only a little while.
While you have the light, believe in the light,
so that you may become children of the light.
John 12:35-36



