
October 22, 2017 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 22:15-21 
 
 
   [Then] the Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap him in speech.    They sent their disciples to 
him, with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way of 
God in accordance with the truth. And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, for you do not regard a 
person's status.    Tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?"    
Knowing their malice, Jesus said, "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?    Show me the coin that pays the 
census tax." Then they handed him the Roman coin.    He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose 
inscription?"    They replied, "Caesar's." At that he said to them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God." 
 
 
Background: 
In last week’s gospel Matthew recounts Jesus telling the parable of a king who prepared a wedding banquet for 
his son. As the parable unfolds, the king invites the good and the bad from the streets. When the guests are 
finally assembled, one is found without proper attire. The parable sets up the closing verse, “Many are invited, 
but few are chosen.” (Matt 22:14) The text for this Sunday’s gospel follows directly after last week’s text.  
 
This Sunday, Matthew tells his readers that the Pharisees joined with the Herodians in an attempt to shame 
Jesus. The Pharisees did not approve of the Roman rule. Under normal circumstances they would not join with 
the Herodians, who were loyal to Rome. Among the common people there were some who longed for a 
rebellion that would overthrow the power of Rome. There were also those who had made peace with the 
situation, and there were even those who learned how to profit from Roman occupation.  
 
The question before Jesus is based in the struggle between living what the Pharisees would understand as being 
faithful to God’s ways, or setting aside God’s ways in order to not cause a disturbance with the Roman 
authority. Because Jesus is a threat to both the Pharisees and the Herodians, they have come together to trap 
him. They begin by complimenting Jesus, but their goal is to protect their positions of power and authority.  
 
Jesus’ response to them is to first ask to see the coin that is used to pay the tax. By producing the coin, they 
demonstrate that they are in possession of a coin that has the image of the roman emperor Tiberius, with the 
inscription “Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine Augustus, high priest.” The Pharisees would have been offended 
by hearing Augustus described as divine, and they considered such an image as a form of idolatry. Yet they 
have joined forces with the Herodians. When Jesus asks them whose image is on the coin and what is the title 
given, he is making them publicly acknowledge their breach of faithful adherence to the ways of God that they 
have been preaching. This is not the Jesus who quietly let those slip away who had accused the woman caught 
in adultery.  
 
 
Reflection Questions: 
1. Can you recall a recent situation when you were being asked to take sides?  
2. Has there been a time when you felt you needed to take a stand against something that was not right? 
3. In the gospel, those who approach Jesus compliment him as a person who is not concerned with anyone’s 

opinion. Where in the gospels do you see examples of Jesus not being concerned with the opinions of 
others? Where is he a person who is very much concerned with the opinions of others? 

4. They also say of him that he is not concerned with a person’s status. Where in the gospels do you find 
examples of Jesus’ disregard of a person’s status? Are there also places where he seems to be very 
concerned about the status of others? 



5. Jesus says, in verse 21, to give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God. What is it 
that does not belong to God?  

6. When you are describing things like the place where you live, the automobile that you use, the shirt that you 
are wearing, do you use expressions like: my car, my house, my shirt? 

7. Are there places where you are struggling with how to live in a right relationship to the material possessions 
that have been entrusted to you? 

8. Can you take some time to talk with God about how you use possessions, how the opinions or the status of 
others affects you, or some other aspect of your living as a child of God in the real world in which you live? 

 

The gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by 
Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel. 
To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com 

Our Gospel Reflections are also located on the website:  Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. The homepage 
is https://fscc-calledtobe.org/.  The third link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon 
will take you to the Gospel reflection for the coming Sunday. By following this link you will be able to blog or 
comment on the reflection questions, and help to make the Sisters’ site more visible. The material will be posted 
on Fridays and will be available until the following Friday when the new material is posted.  We encourage you 
to try it and let us know what you think. We would appreciate any feedback. Have a blessed week! 
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