
January 21, 2018 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mark 1:14-20 
 
 After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God:  "This is the time of 
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 
 
 As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew, casting their nets into the sea; they 
were fishermen.  Jesus said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."  Then they 
abandoned their nets and followed him.  He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, 
and his brother, John. They, too, were in a boat mending their nets.  Then he called them. So they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him. 
 
Background:  
The gospel text for last Sunday was John’s account of the call of the first disciples. As was mentioned last 
week, John presents the call of the first disciples in a way that his community could recognize as having 
similarities to their own coming to believe in Jesus as the Messiah.  
 
Mark begins his gospel with John the Baptist in the desert announcing a baptism of repentance, to prepare for 
the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. Mark then tells of the baptism of Jesus. Immediately after the 
baptism, the Spirit drove Jesus into the desert for forty days where he lived among the wild beasts, was tempted 
by Satan, and then was ministered to by angels. All these events are told with brevity (14 verses), and then 
Mark takes up the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. The beginning of that ministry is described in the gospel 
text for this Sunday.  
 
Mark’s text does not make clear why he chose to mention the arrest of John the Baptist. Scripture scholars 
believe that initially Jesus may have been a disciple of John, setting out on his own after John was arrested. 
(John 3:22) However, here Jesus is portrayed as traveling among the towns and villages of Galilee rather than in 
the desert wilderness, which was the backdrop of John’s ministry. The message of Jesus in verse 15 is very 
similar to that of John as described in other gospels. “In those days John the Baptist appeared preaching in the 
desert of Judea (and) saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" (Matthew 3:1-2)  
 
The “kingdom of God” was loaded with meaning for the people of the day. The earliest traditions would 
identify the people of Israel as the kingdom of God. God was understood as the true ruler of the people. The 
king ruled only as a representative of God. The failure of this system led many to put their hope in some future 
intervention by God, rather than hoping for a faithful ruler who would reestablish the kingdom of God. Jesus’ 
proclamation states simply that “now is the time” when the hoped-for future kingdom of God has arrived and 
the time for hoping is over. The “time of fulfillment has arrived” would be a message that stirred people deeply. 
Jesus’ proclamation is a bold statement that would have also attracted the attention of the political and religious 
leaders who would have found such comments a threat.  
 
The announcement of the gospel is followed by Mark’s account of the call of the first disciples – the fishermen 
Simon, Andrew, James and John. These disciples are called not just to be pupils of the teacher, which was the 
traditional role of disciples of the day, but they are also called to work with Jesus in gathering other disciples. 
They are to become “fishers of men.” In exchange, they are invited to live with him, but they are not told where. 
They must be willing to learn by being with Jesus and letting him lead the way. These men of responsibility are 
being asked to leave their families, the sea, and a way of life that was successful, and become dependent on 
Jesus. In addition, this would have been a significant break with the basic understanding of family responsibility 
upon which much of the society of the day was based. Many would have looked on such a move with disdain. 
 
Reflection Questions: 
1. Are there areas in your own life where you have hoped for change for many years?  



2. What do you think it was like for the Jews to sustain their hope in a Messiah for generations?  
3. Upon the arrest of John, what do you think are some of things that Jesus thought about before he decided to 

continue to proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom? 
4. Why do you think Andrew, Peter, John and James would have made good disciples?  
5. In Jesus’ day there were many who admired him, his teaching, and the way he lived his life, and some 

became his followers. Are there places in your life where you are more admirer than follower?  
6. Imagine yourself in the boat with James and John. What would be going through your mind as you watch 

them leave the nets, get out of the boat, and begin to walk away with Jesus? 
7. Can you also imagine that you are again in the boat and Jesus also invites you to come join him? What goes 

through your mind and you consider Jesus’ invitation?  
8. Can you talk with God about your desire to be one of his disciples, about whatever keeps you from 

responding to God as fully as you would like, or about  
9. some other facet of this gospel that caught your attention? 
 
The gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by 
Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel. 
To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com 

 
 
Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. The homepage is https://fscc-
calledtobe.org/. The third link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will take you 
to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or comment 
on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the following 
Friday when the new material is posted.  
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 
writing from the copyright owner. 
 

Please include this information when printing or forwarding. 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts from the readings for January 21, 2018, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah, saying: 
"Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you." 
So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, according to the Lord’s bidding. 
Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; it took three days to go through it. 
Jonah began his journey through the city, and had gone but a single day's walk announcing, 
"Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed," when the people of Nineveh believed God; 
they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, 
he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out. 
 
 
Teach me your ways, O Lord., make your ways known to me; teach me your paths, 



guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior. 
Remember that your compassion, O Lord, and your love are from of old. 
In your kindness remember me, because of your goodness, O Lord. 
Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice and teaches the humble his way. 
 
 
I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out. 
From now on, let those having wives act as not having them, 
those weeping as not weeping, those rejoicing as not rejoicing, those buying as not owning,  
those using the world as not using it fully. For the world in its present form is passing away. 
 
 
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: 
"This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 
As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; 
they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
They abandoned their nets and followed him. He walked along farther and saw James, the son of  
Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them. 
So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him. 
 
 
Excerpts from Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 25:4-9; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; and Mark 1:14-20 
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