
   Heritage Happenings 
Archives Office 

February 2018 

Last month Mother Gabriel described Rosa Vahl  going to join Theresa and 
Mary Ann Graf in Milwaukee on January 22, 1868. I’m sure 
the three were delighted to be together but such was only 
going to last a couple months. She continues to write: “... it 
was rumored that the Diocese of Milwaukee was to be divid-

ed. Father Joseph, wishing to remain in the Milwaukee Diocese asked his 
Bishop for this favor...“ Was it really a rumor? What was happening in the diocese? Let’s look. 

Early Milwaukee Diocese 

 With the growing number of Catholics in the Wisconsin territory in the 
1830’s, Green Bay and Prairie du Chien became the two major Catholic out-

posts. The growing number of Catholics in the Wisconsin territory led the bish-
ops of the Fifth Provincial Council of Baltimore to petition the Holy See in May, 
1843 for the erection of a new diocese in Wisconsin.  On November 28, 1843, 
Pope Gregory XVI designated Milwaukee (not Prairie du Chien or Green Bay) as the headquar-
ters for the new diocese.    John Martin Henni, a Swiss-born priest, was chosen its first bishop 
and was consecrated in March, 1844. Henni, a German-speaking 

Swiss, worked tirelessly to build up the new diocese and expand the 
Catholic following. Schools were one of the highest priorities of Ger-
man Catholics. He helped establish St. Francis Seminary, St. Mary’s 
Hospital, St. Rose Orphan Asylum as well as numerous schools. To 

staff them, German speaking religious orders (such as ours!!)were invited to take 
up residence in the diocese. With the influx of more 

immigrants, the rapid growth of the Milwaukee diocese continued.   In early 1868, 
Henni finally asked Pope Pius IX to create two new dioceses, Green Bay and La-

Crosse, out of the Milwaukee diocese. ( Remember: Rosa Wahl, Theresa Gramlich, 
and Mary Ann Graf are living in Milwaukee as these negotiations are going on!!! ) 

Henni succeeded in his request.  Henni continued as Bishop  until his death on 
September 7, 1881, two days after Marquette University opened. He was 76 years old.  
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St. Francis Seminary 1856 

St. Rose Orphan Asylum 

Green Bay originally began as part of the Quebec Diocese, before becoming part of the Balti-
more Diocese in 1791; Bardstown, Kentucky, (1808-21); Cincinnati (1821-33); Detroit (1833-

43) and Milwaukee (1843-68).  A log church-school was erected in 1825, near the corner of 
the present-day Adams and Mason streets in downtown Green Bay. It burned shortly there-
after. Following a visit by Bishop Fenwick of Cincinnati, a church was constructed in Shanty-

town on land that is now part of Allouez Cemetery. The church was named St. John the Evangelist and is the 
longest surviving place of worship in Wisconsin today. On March  3, 1868, with 40,000 Catholics scattered 
over 15,378 square miles, Pope Pius IX created the Diocese of Green Bay.  

Joseph Melcher, an Austrian-born prelate, consecrated the first Bishop of Green 
Bay on July 12, 1868 

 
See The Daily Milwaukee News for July 16, 1868, Thursday, page 4)

The Manitowoc River the dividing line between the Green Bay Diocese and the Mil-
waukee Diocese. Father Joseph Fessler now faced a major change in his plans to 

build his convent in Clarks Mills. More in March!!    

http://www.gbdioc.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_IX


Last month First Class Relics with their certifying documents 
were featured as a “What’s-All-Behind-Those-Archive Collec-
tion Doors”. With the celebration of Christmas, many Christmas 
mementoes came out from behind storage doors. This month 
Christmas Collection plates by Hedi Keller is featured. They are 
much more beautiful in reality!! Eight porcelain crafted plates 
were produced between 1979—1986. Five of the eight are in 
this collection. They were donated by Dr. R. E. Mansfield. 

This trademark is stamped 
on top of each box holding 
one of these plates. The box 
contains descriptions and 
documents of authenticity 
along with a description of 
the plate in both German and English. 

1979: “The Adoration”  
In the pastoral setting of a quiet meadow, 

the blessed Virgin presents her Child to 
the waiting world. Three shepherds wit-
ness the arrival of the Prince of Peace, 

while bluebirds trill a joyous welcome and 
the glow of the rising morning sun awak-
ens the world to the dawn of a new age. 

The tiny haloed Christ-child peers directly 
at us inviting us into his peaceful presence. 

1982: “Following the Star”   
Crossing the desert on their richly caparisoned mounts, 

the Magi journey from afar to the birthplace of the 
Christ Child.  With only the Star of Bethlehem to light 
their way and a hovering angel to guide them, they 

make their way to offer their gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. The tiny angle silhouetted against the moon 

reminds us that throughout life’s journey faith gives 
strength, even in darkest hours. The Star is a dazzling, 

priceless jewel, the jewel of faith, peace and joy. 

1980: “The Flight Into Egypt”   
In a small boat, Joseph, Mary and the Christ 

Child flee across the Red Sea into Egypt, seek-
ing refuge from the murderous King Herod. 

The Star of Bethlehem still lights their way, a 
dove - harbinger of peace - perches on the rail, 

and a tiny guardian angel has alighted at the 
bow of the boat to bring them to safe harbor. 
The exuberant fish leap from the water. The 
donkey suggests a piñata filled with treats.  

1983: “Rest on the Flight”    
Driven out of Bethlehem, the Holy Fam-
ily stops to rest. To escape the heat of 
the midday sun, Mary sits in the shade 
of an olive tree with the Christ Child in 

her lap. In the background loom the 
towers of the troubled city they leave 
behind; for now they enjoy a brief res-
pite in a pastoral setting of blossoming 
flowers and grazing sheep. In the dis-
tance, Joseph beckons them with a 

wave of his hand: it is time to continue 
the journey, for they have not a mo-
ment to lose in their search for a safe 

haven. A pure, white lamb, reminder of 
the Lamb of God, lies within the folds 

of Mary’s robe; a dove, symbol of 
peace, is perched nearby; and the 

branches of an olive tree shelter the 
Holy Family from harm. 

1981: “Return into Galilee”     
In a sunny courtyard in their native Galilee, Mary, Joseph and the Child Jesus stop to 
rest after their long trip out of exile. Gentle animals and lush plants welcome them 
home. The moon, beacon of hope in the darkness; a dove, harbinger of peace; and 
the sun, symbolizing the dawn of a new age all look down on them from above.  Jo-

seph, protector, plays a festive tune on his flute. A serene Mary enjoys a private con-
tentment. Young Jesus meets your eyes directly.  


