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Many Hands Help Women of Haiti 

The Call and Invitation to be 

“Merciful Penitents” was the 

theme for the February 16-18 

formation week-end. Father 

David Tickerhoof, TOR ad-

dressed the topic in three con-

ferences on Saturday and was 

available for individual confer-

ences on Sunday morning.  

Manitowoc, Wisconsin—The weekly craft night at the Motherhouse turned into a 

Helping Haiti project as 35 volunteers from the Motherhouse descended on 

the craft room and room 102 in Generose hall to lend a hand. Sister Linda 

Brandes, Coordinator of the craft room, was contacted by a Silver Lake Col-

lege senior nursing student on February 26th about the possibility of the Sis-

ters helping to make personal hygiene items for the women of Haiti.  

Obtaining a pattern from the student, Sister quickly gathered already donated 

fabrics and the other materials needed to make 300 items. Sisters who often 

help in the craft room each day started tracing the pattern so volunteers would 

have plenty to do on craft night, March 1. Various stations throughout the 

craft room and room 102 were organized with the necessary tools and fabric. 

Sisters began cutting, quilting, sewing, and turning the items right side out de-

pending on the work in front of them—a type of assembly line approach. 

Much was accomplished in that single evening however, volunteers continued 

to work for the next several days. 

Six senior nursing students, two nurses (Brianna Neuser, director of the SLC 

nursing program, and Dana Goetz an RN that works at Aurora), plus two oth-

er persons are leaving for Haiti on March 9—the beginning of spring break.  

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS 

Participating in the formation weekend 
front row l to r: Sisters Cecilia Joy Ku-
gel, Mary Teresa Bettag, and Theresa 
Feldkamp. Standing l to r: Sisters 
Mariadele Jacobs, and Clare Rose Os-
wald, Hilda Medina, Fr. David Tick-
erhoof, and Sister Colleen Demro. 
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Each year Shoreline-Legacy 

Dental supports Project Linus 

and Sisters Virgine Van Thull 

and Mary Felice Wellman of St. 

Rita Health Center donate fleece 

blankets they have made. Forty 

blankets were donated this year 

and picked up by these smiling 

women on February 14. 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin—This is not a 

difficult value to live as we at Chiara 

Convent experience many instances 

of generosity and talents in food 

service preparations on Sundays for 

special celebrations and meals. Re-

cent noteworthy examples would be 

the annual Sunday Brunch prepara-

tions and hosting of guests after 

Mass for the local community bene-

factors and their families.   

Sunday dinner has become a time 

of community sharing. Sisters (1 

or 2) take turns preparing the 

meal. Another group of sisters 

clean up and help with last minute 

preparations and doing of the 

dishes. Many show appreciation 

and express gratitude for the time 

investment, care, and the talent of 

the Sisters who prepared the meal. 

These meals are a special time of 

sharing and being present to one 

another as they linger at the table 

enjoying each others company. 

Often times the meals provide a cul-

tural experience as menus may fol-

low an ethnic theme inviting every-

one to openness in trying new 

foods. Many of the foods served 

originate from different cultures—

whether it is the ethnic background 

of the Sister cooking or the daring 

and creativity of the cook to launch 

out and collect new recipes from 

different peoples. Special themes 

have included Mexican, German, 

Italian, American, and most recently 

the taste of Thai. 

Looking over the menu posted for a 

recent Sunday dinner [February 4]

would be another perfect example 

of giftedness, efforts of preparation, 

and generous talent shared with one 

another through meals and fellow-

ship.  

Submitted by Sister Rochelle Kerkhof 

A Core Value of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity is the Building of Community - by being grateful 

for each other and - by accepting and supporting the uniqueness of one another. 

Blankets for Project LinusBlankets for Project LinusBlankets for Project Linus   

Sharing Community at Chiara Convent 

Sister Rita Rose Stahl and Sister Nancy 

Kinate (in background) enjoy conversation 

and food with others 

Sister Margaret Anne Wallander puts  

final touches on arrangements for guests. 

Sister Louise visits with guests  

at a benefactors brunch. 
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Sister Doris is Remembered in a Nepal Chapel Project 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin—Franciscan Sisters 
of Christian Charity were specially in-
vited to a recent Ministry Department 
of Silver Lake College of the Holy 
Family event for young adults. Sister 
Mary Ann Tupy, Sister Louise Hem-
brecht and Sister Julie Ann Sheahan 
were on hand for the afternoon ses-
sions focusing on encountering the 
beauty of Christ present to us in crea-
tion, relationships, art and film, and in 
prayer. Julianne Stanz, Director of the 
Diocese of Green Bay Department of 
Evangelization and National speaker 
and author, delivered the keynote intro-

ducing us into a new way of seeing and 
embracing the beauty of the encounter 
of Christ in the ordinary and extraordi-
nary experiences of life. 

Others of our Sisters were also present 
for the First Sunday of Lent Eucharistic 
liturgy that followed in the college 
chapel. Bishop David Ricken presided. 

A round table (a wrap up of significant 
points by individuals who were also 
present for additional sessions on the 
topic) seemed to best summarize the 
time together. In this group along with 
Julianne Stanz were Shaun Johnson, 
Office of Mission and Ministry, Direc-
tor of Franciscan Spirituality and Ser-
vice at SLC, Sarah Bradford, Director 
of Communications for the Diocese of 
Green Bay, Jane Angha, Diocese of 
Green Bay Young Adult Ministry Coor-
dinator, Father Jim Baraniak, OPraem, 
prior of St. Norbert Abbey and chap-
lain at the Green Bay Correctional In-
stitution and Green Bay Packers. These 

strategies were encouraged to grow in 
beauty during the Lenten Season. We 
share for those who were unable to be 
present for the day. 

Lenten ‘Beauty’ Challenge 

• Stillness. Listen. Use all our senses, 
all of us to praise God. 

• Relationships. Acknowledge the 
holy in those we love and even 
stretch ourselves to give joy to oth-
ers we don’t know. 

• Consume less and delve deeper to 
the depths of things e.g. read a book 
and nothing else. Harness moments 
of pause. 

• Encounter Scripture. What is Christ 
saying to me? Read one or two vers-
es of the readings of the day. 

• Be very intentional about what you 
do. Notice and be.  

By Sister Julie Ann Sheahan 
Photos: Shaun Johnson 

Silver Lake College Hosts Embraced by Beauty Conference 

Sierra Vista, Arizona—August, 2016 was a month with rea-

son to celebrate in St. Andrew the Apostle parish in Sierra 

Vista, Arizona. It was the 25th Anniversary of the Priestly 

Ordination of Father Greg Adolf, Pastor, and the 60th An-

niversary of Religious Profession of Sister Doris Jurgenson. 

Rather than receiving individual gifts, Father 

Greg approached Sister Doris about honoring 

their anniversies together by raising money to 

build a chapel in the village of Tulachan in 

eastern Nepal near the border of India. Father 

Silas Bogati, the Vicar General of the Vicari-

ate Apostolic of Nepal, has visited St. Andrew 

Parish in Sierra Vista over many years and is a 

personal friend of Father Greg. Father Silas’ dream was to 

build a Chapel in Tulachan to serve the Catholics in the Ne-

pali village of Tulachan and Catholics from the nearby bor-

der of India where the Santali tribe live. The Santali come 

across the border to receive the sacraments in the school 

when a priest is present. 

The parishioners in Sierra 

Vista were very receptive of 

the suggestion and in a short 

time over $30,000 was raised 

which is the projected amount 

to complete the Chapel. It 

took over a year to secure the 

necessary building permits and 

permissions from the Hindu 

government. Ground breaking finally took place in Septem-

ber, 2017. The Chapel will be named St. Andrew’s Chapel. 

In October, 2017 Father Greg received word that the Sisters 

of the Congregation of the Daughters of the Cross from 

London who presently teach in a very poor school in the 

area have received permission to build a new school next to 

St. Andrew’s Chapel. 

Both Father Greg and Sister Doris are very grateful to the 

parishioners at St. Andrew the Apostle Church in Sierra 

Vista for their generosity and feel it is a tremendous privi-

lege to be a part of the Church abroad. 

This is the first picture of the 

house of God being built in 

Tulachan, Nepal. 

Sister Doris 
Jurgenson 
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The Vietnamese Sisters among the international Sister students living at the Motherhouse hosted a Chinese New Year cel-

ebration for the African Sister students, the general and local administrations, those in formation, and their Sister tutors 

on February 17 in the gym. Dressed in their traditional ao dai they had many of their guests trying their traditional dances. 

All the Sisters at the Motherhouse enjoyed egg rolls and sticky rice for the noon meal as part of the celebration. Sister Ma-

ria Goretti Hang Ta, OP (not pictured) does most of the food preparation while they all join in egg roll making. 

Chinese New Year Celebration 

Sister Tuyen Thi Phung 

(left) and Sister Luyen 

Thi Ngo, both 30 years 

old, became candidates 

in their order after fin-

ishing high school in 

2005 and 2006 respec-

tively. While still candi-

dates,  thei r  superior 

asked them to study at 

Hanoi University where 

they earned a bachelor of 

arts degrees in English in 

2013. They then entered 

pre-novitiate and spent 

two years as novices be-

fore pronouncing their 

first vows August 12, 2016. In March 2017 they both left 

their home country for the first time to study English as 

a Second Language (ESL) at St. Norbert College ESL 

Institute in Green Bay. 

Sister Tuyen Phung was born in Hanoi. She has one 

brother. Her father died in 2009 and her mother still 

lives in Hanoi. While at Silver Lake College, Sister is ma-

joring in theology and minoring in psychology. Sister 

hopes to serve the poor people in the north—the 

H’mong people. “That is my wish,” she said. However, 

she knows she will do whatever her superiors ask. 

Sister Tuyen “likes to be friendly” and get to know peo-

ple. She likes sewing which she learned while at home. 

Someday, she would like to learn how to play the guitar. 

Sister Luyen Ngo grew up in Yen Bai northwest of Ha-

noi. She is the youngest child with five brothers and two 

sisters. Both of her parents are still living in Yen Bai. Sis-

ter describes herself as a talkative person and likes to be 

engaged in conversation with others. She likes reading 

and listening to instrumental music. She was one who 

had to play the organ for liturgies while in formation but 

otherwise does not play an instrument. 

Sister Luyen is majoring in theology and minoring in 

English. After finishing this degree, she hopes to use her 

education to help young Sisters in her order. She com-

ments: “we have a lack of professors for educating our 

young Sisters.”  

The Congregation of the Lovers of the Holy Cross of 

Hung Hoa, Vietnam will celebrate 75 years in April 2018. 

The Congregation of more than 500 Sisters has 100 can-

didates (20-23 new-comers a year) and 45 novices. 

On January 10, 2018 two Sisters from the Congregation of the Lovers of the Holy Cross of Hung Hoa, Vi-

etnam joined us at the Motherhouse to study at Silver Lake College of the Holy Family. 

New International Sisters Begin Studies at SLC 
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By Sister Kathleen Murphy 

Social Justice Commission 

…Spirit of faith, rise above our doubting.  Make us your own, 

now is the time…      Tom Kendzia continues to challenge 

us in the words of his hymn. In our minds we know 

that certainly God in all his might is quite capable of 

rising above our puny doubts. However, in the daily 

round of living we can lose perspec-

tive and our little doubts trade plac-

es with God’s mighty Spirit and that 

Spirit becomes distant and small in 

the blur of our vision which focuses 

on the doubts that beset us. Now is 

the time to put things in order, to 

see clearly, to take on the focus of 

God’s vision. 

Pope Francis, in his intention for 

the month leads us to the tool most 

needed in sharpening the focus of 

our inner vision. He asks us to pray, 

That the Church may appreciate the urgen-

cy of formation in spiritual discernment, both on the personal and 

communitarian levels.  There is much for us to pray about 

here.  We know the term “formation”. It is good to be 

reminded that the discernment Pope Francis speaks of 

cannot be simply taught or learned or even caught. Spir-

itual discernment requires formation, long term open-

ness to the Hand of the Master and his instruments. 

And what is spiritual discernment?  Spiritual discern-

ment is calling on the Holy Spirit to lead or give di-

rection on a matter. It is how the Spirit shows the 

church and its people what God wants them to do and 

be.  So we are to pray for ourselves, the Church and the 

whole world that all may be open to being formed in 

ways of calling on the Spirit to lead in our decision-

making.  What a different world this would produce! 

Basilian Father Thomas Rosica, CEO of Salt and Light 

Catholic Media Foundation in Canada invokes Pope 

Francis’ image of the Church as a field hospital after a 

battle.  He writes, “The image of the church as a field 

hospital is not just a simple, pretty, poetic metaphor.  

Field hospitals by their very nature indicate a battle-

ground, a struggle, suffering, confusion, emergency; and 

they foster dialogue and encounter, conversion, accom-

paniment, consolation, compassion and the binding of 

wounds.  Each of us who serves on the front lines in 

the field hospitals of the Church is also a wounded heal-

er. The power to heal comes from a spiritual source and 

each one of us has the potential to 

connect with that source.” So, if we 

are to serve the People of God as 

healer, teacher, or leader, we must 

be in touch with the source of all 

healing and life, that is God. This 

implies an ability to discern the 

working of his Spirit among us. 

This challenge of spiritual discern-

ment finds a place in our life 

through the living of our charism.  

Our Core Value statement reads, 

“We believe that our Charism both identi-

fies us and influences our decision making 

as we become more faithful followers of Jesus and Francis.” 

There’s that mention of decision making. The context 

for our discernment has to be our Franciscan and 

uniquely Catholic Charism. This month should find us 

praying for guidance in our spiritual discernment, for 

inspiration among all of God’s people that they might 

discern authentically, and that we might worthily partici-

pate in the formation of others in finding the workings 

of the Spirit here and now for now is the time! 

Sister Camilla Wolfgram with Dr. Joseph A. Bound on his 
last day of service (Feb. 2) at Silver Lake College. He was a 
interim president for the past six months.  
    Submitted by Suzanne Weiss, SLC 
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Sister Ann Chepkurui Francis 
draws a watercolor seascape 
in Sister Marcolette Madden’s 
Integrating the Arts education 
class at Silver Lake College. 
Sister Marcolette’s students 
are learning about shipping 
on the Great Lakes, a typical 
social studies topic they may 
someday teach. What’s not so 
typical is they are exploring 
the topic through a variety of 
ways, including art and music. 

Submitted by Suzanne Weiss, SLC 

Franciscan Sisters of Christian Chari-

ty are blessed to receive invitations to 

share our life with others through 

vocation visits. Throughout the coun-

try this happened recently near Cath-

olic School Week. Sister Marlene 

Schwaller, Sister Mary Frances Ma-

her, Sister Kay Klackner and Sister 

Elizabeth Benvie were generous in 

responding to the Diocese of Green 

Bay elementary schools regarding 

presentations on consecrated life.  

In geographical areas around the 

Motherhouse, Sister Julie Ann Shea-

han coordinated dates for visits of 

children with Franciscan Novices and 

Postulant Hilda Medina whenever 

possible. 

In January we were on the road to 

Appleton, Wisconsin—Xavier High 

School Junior Retreat day at Sacred 

Heart Parish. Novice Sister Cecilia 

Joy Kugel and Hilda shared about 

God’s call to them, entertained ques-

tions and distributed a simple book-

mark or Pax button bracelet made by 

the Sisters.  

Sister Rosalyn Muraski, serving at St. 

Thomas More School, Green Bay, 

Wisconsin invited us to join her for a 

vocation talk with students. We trav-

eled to the school and met with the 

girls in their school chapel. Sister 

Clare Rose Oswald and Hilda shared 

their vocation stories. 

High school students from Columbus 

Catholic Central High School, Marsh-

field, Wisconsin were our guests for 

an overnight Motherhouse visit. Stu-

dents toured our Motherhouse, 

prayed with us, and had recreation 

with those in the initial steps of be-

coming Sisters. Chaplain Father Dan-

iel Sedlacek and teacher Tammy Riegl 

planned some chapel reflection time 

for them before they stopped at Sil-

ver Lake College of the Holy Family 

for a tour on the way home. 
By Sister Julie Ann Sheahan 

Integrating the ArtsIntegrating the ArtsIntegrating the Arts   

Cambridge, Ohio—The Academ-
ic Fair at St. Benedict's School, 
on February 15th featured pro-
jects from students in grades 
sixth, seventh, and eighth. The 
subject areas studied were cat-
egorized into art, science, and 
history.  

Sisters Respond to Vocation Outreach Needs 

Academic Fair Academic Fair Academic Fair    

"Magic Realism" was Samantha 

Delik's subject matter studied. She is 

pictured with one of her teachers: Sister 

Jan Villemure. 

Submitted by Sister Sharon Paul 



VOLUME 52 ISSUE 3 Page 7 

Catholic Schools Week Ends with the Celebration of God’s Love. 

Greenwood, Mississippi—Catholic 

Schools Week was a full, fun, and 

fruitful week for all at St. Francis of 

Assisi School. The planning and pre-

paring proved to be worth the effort! 

The many activities will long be re-

membered by Mrs. Lewis, faculty, 

staff, parents, and students. The last 

day of this busy week, coincided with 

the Feast of the Presentation of Our 

Lord in the Temple. We also marked 

commemoration of St. Blaise which 

fell on Saturday.  

These wonderful events in the 

Church in themselves would make 

for a full all school Mass. However, 

February 2 was also the 58th anniver-

sary of ordination for our own Fr. 

Camillus Janas, OFM. What a beauti-

ful way to celebrate a vocation to the 

priesthood! 

Fr. Cam narrated the reenactment of 

his ordination during the homily of 

the Mass. Three sixth grade young 

men took on the roles of Bishop, 

attending priest and ordination candi-

date. They lent great joy and dignity 

to the dramatization. 

Fr. Cam chanted the Litany of the 

Saints as Daniel lay prostrate in the 

middle aisle of the church represent-

ing the offering of self to God. Fr. 

Cam is wearing the vestment his 

mother sewed for him to wear at his 

First Mass. 

The “Bishop” then proceeded with 

the questioning, the anointing of the 

hands with oil and the vesting. Each 

part of the rite was enacted by our 

young men as Fr. Cam had done 58 

years ago on February 2, 1960 in 

West Chicago, Illinois. 

By Sister Annette Kurey Silver Lake College’s Dr. Cheryl 

Passel, associate professor of 

nursing, left, receives ashes 

from Sister Lorita Gaffney, vice 

president for mission integra-

tion, on Ash Wednesday. This 

year, ashes were distributed at 

various locations throughout 

the campus.  

Submitted by Suzanne Weiss, SLC 

Ash WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh Wednesday   

S����� M	�
 F���� 

W����	� 

October 22, 1929 

March 5, 2018 

Professed vows: 

August 15, 1952 

Let us pray for the deceased 



Page 8 COMMUNIGRAM 

Sister Reflects on God’s Unfolding Plan 

As Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity we place our lives in 

God’s hand as we live out our vows. Our Community responds to 

the needs of the Church as they are expressed to our Community 

leaders. We, as individuals, respond in turn by going in obedience 

to serve where the needs await us. 

Sister Kathleen reflects: “Life with the Lord is full of surprises! I 

never dreamed of being a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity, 

and yet here I happily love and serve the Lord in a Community 

that just fits me! I never dreamed of living in Mississippi which is a 

good bit different from the Wisconsin farm where I grew up. Yet, 

here I am in the heart of the Mississippi Delta. Here I see Jesus’ 

face in the expectant faces of my kindergarten students. I feel the 

joy of Jesus in the Gospel music celebrated by the parish choir I 

get to work with. I sense some of the burden of Jesus among the 

Hispanic families, whose lives hang in a balance as they work, pray and raise their children among us. God’s plan un-

folds anew day by day, and though it is so different from the path I might have plotted for myself, it is surely the right 

path, the blessed way for me to find the Lord and the happiness only He can bring.” 

       By Sister Annette Kurey 

Sister Kathleen Murphy and her kindergarteners enjoying an 

ice cream treat! 


