July 14, 2019
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 10:25-37
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test him and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?” He said in reply, “you shall love the Lord, your
God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself.” He replied to him, “you have answered correctly; do this and you will live.”
But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man fell
victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him halfdead. A priest happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise
a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came
upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and
bandaged them. Then he lifted him upon his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The next day he took
out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him. If you spend more than what
I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.’
“Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” He answered, “The one who treated him
with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
Background:
At the conclusion of last Sunday’s gospel, Jesus greets the returning seventy-two and tells them to rejoice not in what
they have accomplished, but in having their names written in heaven. (Luke 10:20) Jesus then praises God for revealing
to the childlike what has been hidden from the wise and the learned. In private he tells the disciples, “Blessed are the
eyes that see what you see. For I say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and
to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” (Luke 10:24) Then Luke’s gospel describes Jesus’ encounter with a student of
the law, which is the text for this Sunday’s gospel.
Generally, throughout the gospel, when people approach Jesus with a question, they do so in order to embarrass or
discredit Him. Jesus’ response to these people often leaves them being the ones who are disgraced. This meeting with the
scholar of the law is typical of such an encounter. His intention is revealed as Luke introduces the situation, saying the
scholar of the law stood up and asked a question to “test” Jesus. When Jesus gives an answer that reveals his knowledge
and wisdom, he tries to save face by asking another question “to justify himself.”
The response to the first question draws on two texts from the Torah. “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord
alone! Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) “Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your fellow countrymen. You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.” (Leviticus 19:18)
The parable that Jesus tells in response to the second question follows this well-known pattern: The first two people in
question are unable to respond, but the audience knows that the third person is the one who will respond appropriately.
As Jesus tells the parable, he selects two people that the scholar holds in high esteem. Priests were expected to live by the
Torah and give a good example, and the priest in this story was presumed to be returning from serving in the temple in
Jerusalem. Levites were expected to have a special love and dedication to the law. In this parable, the victim is left naked
and unable to speak. He being without clothing and unconscious, those who discover him on the road are unable to detect
who this unfortunate traveler might be. All three who pass are capable of helping this victim, but the first two choose not
to. The priest, if he approaches and finds the person to be a non-Jew or dead, becomes ritually unclean and must return in
humility to Jerusalem. If the Levite, having witnessed the priest pass by, chooses to give assistance, he would be seen as
challenging the priest’s decision not to give assistance. He too chooses to continue without stopping.
The point of the story is that the third person is a Samaritan. The audience expects this third person to be the one who
can right the situation. They also expect that it will be one of their own. The fact that Jesus makes this person a
Samaritan was unthinkable. By choosing to assist, the Samaritan places himself in a very vulnerable position. If the
traveler dies and the robbers are not found, according to their social norms the family can hold him responsible. If the

traveler lives, he may become upset that the Samaritan has made him ritually unclean by caring for him. The Samaritan
is not deterred from this difficult situation, and he seems to be willing to accept the consequences of his actions. He
informs the innkeeper that he will return to take full responsibility for his decision to help this traveler.
The scholar and the people who hear Jesus tell this parable are told to follow the example of the Samaritan!
Reflection Questions
1. Have you ever wondered, like this lawyer, what it is you need to do to receive eternal life?
2. Do you think of eternal life as something you receive, you work to achieve, you hope God will find you worthy of,
you do not like to think about…
3. Imagine that you are present when this lawyer approaches and asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life.
What would be going on inside of you as he asks that question?
4. He used the phrase “inherit eternal life.” What does that suggest to you?
5. He then asks, “who is his neighbor?” That question sounds like he is…
6. As this encounter unfolded, I found myself…
7. When at the end of the text Jesus tells the lawyer to go and do the same, I felt…
8. Can you take some time to talk to God about your hopes, questions, concerns about eternal life, or some other
thought or feeling that arose in you from his gospel text?
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Excerpts from the readings for July 14, 2019, the Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Moses said to the people: "Heed the voice of the Lord, your God, and keep his commandments that
are written in this book, when you return to the Lord, your God, with all your heart and all your soul.
"For this command that I enjoin on you today is not too mysterious and remote for you.
It is not up in the sky, that you should say, 'Who will get it for us, that we may carry it out?'
Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, 'Who will get it for us, that we may carry it out?'
No, it is very near to you, already in your mouths and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out."
Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live. I pray to you, O Lord, for the time of your favor!
In your great kindness answer me with your constant help: in your great mercy turn toward me.
I am afflicted and in pain; let your saving help protect me. I will praise God with thanksgiving.
"See, you lowly ones, and be glad; you who seek God, may your hearts revive! The Lord hears the poor,
and his own who are in bonds he spurns not." For God will save Zion and rebuild Judah.
The descendants of his servants shall inherit it, and those who love his name shall inhabit it.
Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him and for him.
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church.
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself might be preeminent.
For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things for him,
making peace by the blood of his cross through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven.
A scholar of the law stood up to test Jesus and said, "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you read it?"
He said in reply, "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being,
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself."
He replied to him, "You have answered correctly; do this and you will live."
But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
Jesus replied, "A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead.
A priest happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
Likewise a Levite came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.
But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight.
He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.
Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him.
The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction,

'Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.'
Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers' victim?"
He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."
Excerpts from Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Psalm 69:14, 17, 30-37; Colossians 1:15-20; and Luke 10:25-37

