
November 3, 2019 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 19:1-10 

 

 He [Jesus] came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town.  

 

 Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see 

who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature.  So he ran ahead and 

climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way.  When he reached the place, 

Jesus looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house."  

 

 And he came down quickly and received him with joy.  When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, 

"He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner."  But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Behold, half of 

my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four 

times over."  And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a 

descendant of Abraham. 

 

 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost." 

 

Background: 

In the gospel text for last week, Jesus told the familiar parable of a Pharisee and a tax collector praying in the 

temple. Following that parable, Luke’s gospel tells of the disciples rebuking people for bringing children to 

Jesus. Jesus corrects them, “Let the children come to me…” (Luke 18:16b) Then an official approaches Jesus 

and asks what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus invites him to sell all that he has and become one of his 

followers. Luke does not tell if the official accepts his invitation, only that the invitation makes him sad because 

he had many possessions. But Jesus recognizes that it is hard for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God. Jesus 

also reassures his disciples that everyone who has given up possessions or relationships for the kingdom will be 

rewarded. Then he takes the disciples aside and tells them of his own surrender that still awaits him when he is 

handed over to the Gentiles to be killed. Luke then tells of Jesus approaching Jericho and encountering a blind 

beggar as he enters the city. The crowd tells the beggar to keep quiet, but Jesus asks them to bring the beggar to 

him, and he restores his sight. This encounter with the blind beggar as Jesus enters Jericho leads into Luke’s 

description of his encounter with Zacchaeus up in the tree, which is the gospel text for this Sunday. 

 

Luke generally portrays Jesus as being compassionate with the outcast and having harsh criticism of the 

wealthy. On August 4th (the 18th Sunday in ordinary time), the gospel included a parable about a rich 

landowner who had such a great harvest that he was going to pull down his barns and build larger ones so that 

he could eat, drink and be merry for many years. But God said to him, “you fool, this night your life will be 

demanded of you…” (Luke 12:20) Then back on September 29th (the 26th Sunday in ordinary time), the entire 

gospel encompassed Jesus telling the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. (Luke 16:19-31) Within the 28 

verses between the text from last week and this week’s text, Luke presents Jesus welcoming the children, and 

asking the crowd to bring to him the blind beggar who was calling out to him.  

 

In the gospel for last week, Jesus told a parable that held up the prayer of a tax collector as an example of the 

attitude that should be brought to our prayer with God. This week again it is a tax collector who is exemplified, 

the one whose desire to see Jesus is noticed in the midst of the crowd.  

 

At the beginning of the gospel text, Luke states that Jesus was intending to pass through Jericho. The 

presumption is that he was not going to stop.  The second verse introduces Zacchaeus, a leading tax collector of 

the area. He is wealthy, and short, and he seeks to see Jesus as he passes through town. Luke does not clarify his 

motivation, he just states that Zacchaeus wanted to see who Jesus was. He does describe the extent that he is 

willing to go to just to be able to see him. This short wealthy man climbs a tree high enough to be able to see 

above the crowd.  



 

It is Jesus, presumably with the disciples and others from the town, who stops and engages Zacchaeus, inviting 

himself to dinner. Judging from appearances, Zacchaeus is a contemptible person. Tax collectors were people 

whose livelihood was obtained by collecting taxes for the Roman government. For the Jews, whose identity was 

tied to the fact that God had freed them from the slavery of Egypt, any reminder that they were not the free 

people that God had intended was painful. Zacchaeus is not only a tax collector, but he is the leader of a group 

of tax collectors. He is rich, which primarily means that he did not have to work for his daily survival. But here 

it also would imply to Luke’s audience that he was good at his profession. Contempt for him and his work leads 

the reader to presume he is “piled high” in his sinfulness. But that is only the external side of Zacchaeus.  

 

Even before Jesus reaches Zacchaeus’ house, there is grumbling. It is then that Jesus learns what kind of a 

person he really is. Zacchaeus states that he gives half of his possessions to the poor. The tense of the verb here 

implies that this is ongoing regular practice. Next, he states that if he discovers that he has defrauded anyone, he 

would repay him or her 400%. The statement does not imply that he has defrauded, but he says if he learned 

that he had cheated anyone, they would be repaid. The Torah required that a person who defrauded another 

needed to return 120% of what was taken. Roman law required restoration of 400% only if the cheater was 

convicted. Zacchaeus has exceeded both standards of justice. Even though Zacchaeus is rich and powerful, he 

does not let his position prevent him from treating others, even the most vulnerable, with respect and fairness. 

Unlike the rich man who went away sad from his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus learns that “today, salvation 

has come to this house.”  

 

There seems to be a new insight for us in Jesus’ final statement in the gospel, “For the Son of Man has come to 

seek and to save what was lost.” What was lost here is our awareness of God’s active presence in the life a 

person who appeared to be a contemptible sinner. If that is true for Zacchaeus, it may also be true for people 

with whom we live, or even for ourselves. Jesus reveals a God who desires to seek out and save whatever is 

lost, even in the most surprising places.  

 

Reflection Questions: 

1. When I become aware that there are people who are so wealthy that they do not have to work, I find 

myself… 

2. How many incidents of Jesus eating with sinners, women, or outcasts can you recall? 

3. Pretend that you are among the crowd walking with Jesus as he passes through your town. Why are you 

there? What is it you hope will happen? 

4. Remain in that moment with Jesus and the others, and you notice Zacchaeus up in a tree. What thoughts and 

feeling are going through you? 

5. Then Jesus stops and notices him and tells Zacchaeus that he should come down from the tree, and that he 

must stay at his house. What thoughts and feelings do you find welling up within you now? 

6. Do you hear Jesus saying to you “I want to stay at your house?”  

7. Have you ever risked looking foolish in order to express your desire to be in relationship to God, or others? 

8. Where are the present day Zacchaeuses in your community? For what do you think they are looking?  

9. Can you talk with Jesus now about why he said he must stay with Zacchaeus, how you feel about the 

“outcasts” in your community or family, or some other thoughts or feelings that arose within you from this 

gospel? 

 

 

The gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by 

Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel. 

To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com 

 

Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is 

https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will 

take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or 

https://fscc-calledtobe.org/


comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the 

following Friday when the new material is posted.  

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 

edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner. 

 

Please include this information when printing or forwarding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Excerpts from the readings for November 3, 2019, the Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
Before the Lord the whole universe is as a grain from a balance 
or a drop of morning dew come down upon the earth. 
But you have mercy on all, because you can do all things; 
and you overlook people's sins that they may repent, for you love all things that you have made. 
How could a thing remain, unless you willed it; 
or be preserved, had it not been called forth by you? 
But you spare all things, because they are yours, O Lord, your spirit is in all things! 
Therefore you rebuke offenders little by little, 
and warn them, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you! 
 
 
I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 
I will extol you, and I will bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you, and praise your name. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The Lord is good to all and compassionate toward all his works. 
Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord, and let your faithful ones bless you. 
Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words and holy in all his works. 
The Lord lifts up all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 
 
Brothers and sisters:  We always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, 
and powerfully bring to fulfillment every good purpose and every effort of faith, 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him.  
With regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling with him, 
we ask you not to be shaken out of your minds suddenly, or to be alarmed 
either by a “spirit,” or by an oral statement, 
or by a letter allegedly from us to the effect that the day of the Lord is at hand. 
 



 
A wealthy chief tax collector in Jericho named Zacchaeus was seeking to see who Jesus was; 
but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature.  
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus. 
When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, 
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.”  
When they all saw this, they grumbled, “He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner.”  
But Zacchaeus said to the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, 
and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over.” 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house. 
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.” 
 
 
Excerpts from Wisdom 11:22-12:2; Psalm 145:1-2, 8-14; 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2; and Luke 19:1-10 


