
October 27, 2019 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Luke 18:9-14 

 

 He [Jesus] then addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised 

everyone else.  

 

 "Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.  The 

Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, 'O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of 

humanity--greedy, dishonest, adulterous--or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on 

my whole income.'  But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but 

beat his breast and prayed, 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.'  I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the 

former; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 

 

Background:  

The gospel text from last week began “Then Jesus told them a parable about the necessity for them to pray 

always without becoming weary.” (Luke 18:1) The parable itself focused on a widow who broke with socially 

accepted behavior to directly confront a judge who was not concerned with protecting the rights of the 

vulnerable. After Jesus told that parable, he asked, “But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 

earth?” (Luke 18:8b) After putting that question on the hearts of the disciples, Jesus tells the parable for this 

week, which focuses on the interior attitude one should bring to prayer.  

 

The Pharisees at the time of Jesus took their relationship with Yahweh seriously. It was their practice to go 

beyond what was normally required by the religious standards of the day. They also tried to live out their 

relationship with Yahweh in their daily life. They were not looked on as religious leaders but respected 

members of the community. However, after the destruction of the temple, they clashed with the Christian 

community. It was during this period that the gospels were compiled, and it is this latter attitude that is reflected 

throughout the gospels.  

 

The tax collectors were generally shunned by the people of Jesus' day because they collected money for the 

oppressing government of Rome. They were not paid a wage, and therefore they collected more than was 

required, in order to support themselves. If a tax collector desired to repent of his sin, he was required to return 

all the tax money he had collected, plus twenty percent. The longer one was a tax collector, the harder it would 

become to accomplish this requirement. However, texts like this suggest that tax collectors did respond to the 

messages of John the Baptist and Jesus. Verse 14 states that this tax collector stood at a distance and beat his 

breast. In this culture men did not beat their breast. This was a gesture reserved for women. For a man to beat 

his breast would only be appropriate as an expression of the deepest sorrow. 

 

In the parable, the Pharisee is a model in the way he lives his life. That is also expressed in the way that he 

prays. His posture is according to the custom of the day. In his daily life, he has not entertained greed, 

dishonesty or adultery.  His personal practice exceeds what is required. Jews were required to fast on the Day of 

Atonement, but he fasts twice a week. They were only required to pay taxes on what one earns, but he pays tax 

on all that he owns.  

 

The tax collector for his part prays for mercy, and makes no effort to correct the Pharisees’ description of him. 

It is presumed that he has been accurately described. The differences between the two are also expressed in their 

manner at prayer. The tax collector stands at a distance, does not dare look toward heaven, and beats his breast. 

His awareness of his relationship with God and his fellow Jews leads him to acknowledge his sin and to ask for 

mercy.  

 

The Pharisee’s life is the opposite of the tax collector’s, and so is his prayer. This means he drew close, looked 

toward heaven, and raised his arms toward God when he prayed. His prayer is one of gratitude. But it is of 



gratitude that he is not like others, and it is about what he has accomplished. It is not about Yahweh and what 

Yahweh has done in his life. 

 

In the final verse, Jesus uses the opposites that have been the basis of the parable to make his point. God looks 

upon both the Pharisee and the tax collector from the exact opposite perspectives from which each of them has 

looked upon themselves. The Pharisee looks upon himself and the way he lives his life as making him worthy to 

stand before God and pray. The tax collector looks at himself and the way he lives his life and sees nothing that 

makes him worthy to come before God. Both the Pharisee and the tax collector have based their approach to 

God on their view of their own lives. But the opposite is true for God. Each of their relationships with God is 

based not in who they are but who God is. This is the God who created both of them and called each of them 

into a relationship. Therefore, God’s mercy freely flows on the tax collector who asks for mercy. But the 

Pharisee, who in his prayer took credit for his virtue, asked for nothing from God and in the parable he receives 

nothing.  

 

Reflection Questions:  

1. When you think of yourself in relationship to your peers… 

2. When you think of yourself in relationship to God… 

3. What does where you sit in church say about your desire to be in relationship to God and to those who have 

gathered with you? 

4. What does where you sit in Church say about your understanding of God’s desire? 

5. What parts of the Mass or public prayer are most engaging for you? 

6. O God, I thank you that I am… 

7. O God, be merciful to me for I am… 

8. Why would Jesus address those who are convinced of their own righteousness? 

9. Can you talk with God now about what this parable is saying to you, what kind of relationship God desires 

to have with you, or how you hope to come before God during the coming week?   

 

 

The gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by 

Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel. 

To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com 

 

Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is 

https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will 

take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or 

comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the 

following Friday when the new material is posted.  

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical 

edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in 

writing from the copyright owner. 

 

Please include this information when printing or forwarding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Excerpts from the readings for October 27, 2019, the Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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The Lord is a God of justice, who knows no favorites. He hears the cry of the oppressed. 
The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan, nor to the widow’s complaint. 
The one who serves God willingly is heard; his petition reaches the heavens. 
The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal, 
nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds, and the Lord will not delay. 
 
 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth. 
Let my soul glory in the Lord; the lowly will hear me and be glad. 
The Lord confronts the evildoers. 
When the just cry out, the Lord hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them. 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves. 
The Lord redeems the lives of his servants; no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him. 
 
 
Beloved:  I am being poured out like a libation, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 
From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, 
which the Lord will award to not only me, 
but to all who have longed for his appearance. 
At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf, everyone deserted me. 
But the Lord stood by and gave me strength, 
so that through me the proclamation might be completed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat 
and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.  
To him be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Jesus addressed a parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness.  
“A Pharisee and a tax collector went up to the temple area to pray.  
The Pharisee spoke this prayer to himself, 
‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity -- 
greedy, dishonest, adulterous -- or even like this tax collector.  
I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’ 
But the tax collector would not even raise his eyes to heaven 
but beat his breast and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; 
for whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
 
 
Excerpts from Sirach 35:12-18; Psalm 34:2-3, 17-19, 23; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; and Luke 18:9-14 


