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Winter Pain
ng done by  
Sister Benjamin Eriksen in 1959 

Work in archives Iden
fying and 

organizing contents of archive 

boxes is now centering on the 

last sec
on in Room 104 
tled 

“Church”. It’s proving to be a 

real learning experience. The challenge this 

month...how many abbrevia
ons of organi-

za
ons listed around the edge of this news-

le/er can you describe? The most challeng-

ing was: CICLSAL!! (previously known as SCR) 
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U.I.S.G. = Interna�onal Union 

of Superiors General  

On August 9-13, 1952 Mother 

Edna Ryan, Sisters Virginia Ma-

rie, Orestes, Mary Dominic, and Salome a/ended 

the First Na
onal Congress of Religious in Notre 

Dame, IN. As a result of the mee
ng, on August 29 

Mother Edna received a le/er invi
ng her to a 

mee
ng of all Mother Generals of Pon
fical Appro-

ba
on in Rome, September 11 –13. On Sept. 1 she 

decided to a/end, to take Mother Agna as her 

companion, if they could get their passports in 


me!! Sept. 5 they received them and leF for Rome 

on the 11th!! The first item of business was: the 

need of religious educa
on of Sis-

ters for an apostolate to meet 

needs common to all parts of the 

world. As a result the school, Regi-

na Mundi, was founded as the first 

pon
fical ins
tu
on which allows 

women religious to study theology 

in Rome. This decision planted the 

roots for the forma
on of U.I.S.G. 

In 1965 SCR (Sacred Congrega
on of Religious)  es-

tablished UISG.  Today its purpose is to promote an 

understanding of religious life in all of its diversity. 

Na�onal Catholic Edu-

ca�onal Associa�on 

Rounded in 1904 its 

mission is to strength-

ens Catholic school communi
es by provid-

ing professional development, forma
on, 

leadership and advocacy.! Photo: Sr. Carol 

Seidl and Sr. Barbara 

Mathe  Na
onal Cath-

olic Principals Acade-

my July 1992 “The 

Power of Our Ideas” 

CARA = Center for Applied Re-

search in the Apostolate Le/er to 

Sr. Natalie 9/9/2014: “The FSCC 

were one of CARA’s original bene-

factors back in the 1960’s to help 

get CARA off the ground.”  The mis-

sion of CARA, founded in 1964, is 

to serve the planning needs of 

church leaders. CARA has three 

major dimensions to its mission: to 

increase the Church’s self under-

standing; to serve the applied re-

search needs of Church decision-

makers; and to ad-

vance scholarly re-

search on religion, par-


cularly Catholicism.  

IRL: Ins�tute on  Religious Life 
Founded in 1974, IRL seeks to 

strengthen religious life in our 

country, to guide it on the path to 

authen
c renewal, to educate reli-

gious, to support their works, and 

to inspire voca
ons in 

their service to the 

Church and their con-

secra
on to Our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  



Religious Life Wisconsin:  
We, represent religious communi
es 

in Wisconsin and provide informa
on 

for educa
on and conversa
on with 

those discerning religious life. 

RFC = Religious Forma�on Conference. 
RFC , a na
onal Roman Catholic Organiza
on, 

originated in the 1950’s as SFC— Sisters For-

ma
on Conference. In Sep-

tember 1976 the name was 

changed to RFC to include 

both men’s and women’s 

religious ins
tutes. RFC edu-

cates and strengthens 

formators in their ministry 

of  ini
al and life long forma
on. RFC Publish-

es a newsle/er InForma'on for members.  

We are in Region IX. 

RCRI = Resource Center for Religious Ins�tutes 
RCRI is an organiza
on created to serve 

the needs of Catholic communi
es of reli-

gious women and men, offering advice and 

providing resources for leadership who are 

members. RCRI helps congrega
ons to 

navigate the complexi
es related 

to taxes and tax-exemp
on, cor-

porate structure, internal organiza
onal setup, 

finances, administra
on, and canon law. 

WCC = Wisconsin Catholic Conference 
In September 1974 Sr. Henrielda, Community Direc-

tor, wrote to the Joint Re
rement Funding Project—

State of WI, the following: “...apprecia've of the 

efforts of the WCC to assist us in funding the care of 

our presently re'red Sisters by a statewide approach 

involving the whole Catholic community of the state, 

DECLINE, for reasons of our own, to par'cipate in or 

accept the funds from such a project.” ...and so it is. 

NRRO: Na�onal Religious Re�rement Office 
In 1988, Catholic bishops of the United States 

launched the Re
rement Fund for Reli-

gious collec
on to address the profound 

deficit in re
rement savings among US 

religious congrega
ons. Of 542 communi-


es providing data to the Na
onal Reli-

gious Re
rement Office (NRRO), only 33 are ade-

quately funded for re
rement. The annual appeal for 

the Re
rement Fund for Religious is taken up each 

December. The bulk of dona
ons to the Re
rement 

Fund for Religious are allocated to assist with the di-

rect care of senior religious. Proceeds from the Re-


rement Fund for Religious underwrite educa-


onal programs and 

resources that promote 

comprehensive retire-

ment planning and en-

hanced quality of life 

for aging members. 

Quarterly they publish  

In trying to figure out abbre-

via
ons, the following was 

the most challenging. In 1988 

SCR=Sacred Congrega
on of 

Religious became CICLSAL = 

Congrega
on for Ins
tutes of 

Consecrated Life and of Soci-

e
es of Apostolic Life. It took a bit of 

searching to figure that out...which is 

why this issue and the March issue 

focus on organiza
ons and their ab-

brevia
ons, and their history. Enjoy! 

UPDATE: Last month you met Uwe 

Scharfenecker from Germany, ordering 

Sr. Donna Marie’s new book. Here’s 

more: I'm responsible for the for-

ma
on of our pastoral personnel: fu-

ture priests, permanent deacons and 

pastoral workers. I accompany them during their first 

years of studies in their professional life. I'm responsi-

ble for the connec
on between our diocese and the 

University of Tuebingen (esp. it's catholic-theological 

faculty) and the Universi
es of Applied Sciences in 

Freiburg. My 
tles: episcopal vicar for forma
on, can-

on for chapters of priests who are counselling the 

bishops, monsignor and doctor of theology (STD) 

since 1996 and priest since 1990.  

Being a priest and church historian are the two fo-

cuses of the ellipse of my life! He is studying history 

and growth of religious orders especially Francis-

cans. He has the book on Father Oschwald that the 

monastery Father completed in 2014. Living close to 

where Father Oschwald grew up,  more informa
on 

might be gathered about him for our records. 


