
Holy Family Convent, Manitowoc—On March 30, Sister Bar-
bara Mathe, Local Director of the Motherhouse, wrote in 
one of her frequent COVID-19 updates to the Sisters: 
“During this Lenten season the Lord is asking us to con-
stantly adjust to different ways of living community here 
at the Motherhouse along with our brothers and sisters, 
friends, and other relatives many of whom are enduring 
true  social isolation. May this be a time for us to deepen 
our relationship with each other and Christ through spe-
cial prayer and a positive, upbeat attitude regarding these 
many changes.”  

Truly this has been a Lenten season unlike any other. 
Prayer, fasting and action have taken on new meanings 
as the Sisters at Holy Family Convent observe guidelines 
prescribed by national and local governments / agencies 
and the diocese to stop the spread of the virus. An in-
house committee of our health professionals, department 
directors, and local directors has been meeting daily to 
keep us updated and guide us through safe practices 
aimed at keeping each Sister healthy. For all of them, we 
are most grateful! 

The Sisters here have made many adjustments to their 
daily routines. Sister faculty members are teaching 
online; Sister students are continuing classes online and 
sanitizing handrails, doorknobs, etc.; Sister drivers are 
no longer taking trips to appointments. Sisters are 
wrapping silverware, making face masks, and helping 
in other ways to keep us safe. 

The six foot rule (keeping a distance of six feet be-
tween persons) is in place as we take places in chapel, 
the cafeteria, and recreation rooms. Interesting to 
note, however, is that more personal conversations 

of greater length are happening when now only 
two people occupy a table in the cafeteria. Sis-

ters are inquiring more about the well-being 

of each other’s families as we all try to keep in touch 
with family members to encourage them and to as-
sure them of our prayers—especially, those who are 
alone. 

 

—  
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Scott McConnaha has worked for Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity 
Sponsored Ministries Inc. since 2008. He finds fulfillment in helping to 
“shape organizations” to give employees a chance to live out their vocations. 
(Scott Eastman | For The Compass) 

“I’ve always tried to find a way that I can pair my vocation 
with what I do for a living,” said McConnaha, president 
and CEO of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity 
Sponsored Ministries (FSCCM) Inc. “I feel I can bring to 
life the sense of calling through the work I do for the 
Sponsored Ministries. I feel confident that this is where 
God wants me to be in my life.” 

Congratulations, Scott! 

By Suzanne Weiss | For The Compass  
March 25, 2020 

Manitowoc— Scott McConnaha feels blessed that he can 
combine his career with the religious calling that has in-
fluenced much of his life. 
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Sister Mary Teresa Bettag contacting her students at Yuma Catholic High School through google classroom. Sister Hannah 
communicating with her students from St. Francis of Assisi grade school in Yuma. 

 

L to r: Penny Naidl—30 years, Mary Liermann —35 years, 
and Donna Ney—25 years. 

15 year celebrants l to r: Amy Morgan, Nancy Hubbartt,  
Stacy Peterson, Cathy Koch, and Paula Mathis. 

5 year celebrants l to r: Talisha Schultz, Katrina Haelfrisch, Sheri Waack, 
Lynn Frish, Brianna Sieracki, Pamela Simac, Maureen Gosz andCarina 

LaFond (not able to attend). 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin—March 8th was Employee Recognition Day at 
Holy Family Convent.. Sixteen employees had reached a milestone of 
5, 15, 25, 30 and 35 years. Celebrants were given a corsage made by 
Sister Angela Paul, and each one could bring a guest.  

After dinner, Sister Elaine Turba, Director of Human Resources, 
thanked those who helped prepare and serve the meal. Department 
directors were called upon to help in presenting a gift to each employ-
ee. Five-year celebrants were given a plaque and a gift certificate to the 
Craft Room. Those who have been here longer selected a gift from a 
"Terry Berry" catalog.  

After the recognition, pictures of the celebrants were taken and Sister 
Veronica Schad accompanied anyone who wanted to go on a tour of 
the convent. 

 

A parent posted this photo 
and the following on Face-
book: 

Genevieve was so happy 
to see Sr. Hannah's vid-
eo and enjoyed the read-
ing on Saint Elizabeth. 
She watched it multiple 
times. Thank you, teach-
ers, for adapting for us!  

–Sister Mary Beth Kornely 



  

 

We had a party to celebrate everyone’s 
feastday on March 15th at the Mother-
house. The activity was to play a board 
game or cards or just converse. Since 
Tuesday would be St. Patrick’s Day, 
postulant Mary Jane, Sister Maria Gua-
dalupe, and some of the international 
Sisters performed some Irish dances. 
They all had green headgear and 
pranced into the cafeteria one-by-one. 

Since none of the dancers are Irish, we 
were surprised at how well they danced. 
Mary Jane had learned the dances from 
the internet and taught them to the 
dancers. There was a variety of treats, 
including a green punch, trail mix, 
crackers, cheeses and little cheesecakes. 
Each one of us also received a feastday 
gift in a small bag that had a St. Patrick 
theme on it.        –Sister Marlene Schwaller 

 

Green Bay, Wisconsin—I have the great privilege of 
leading the Stations or Rosary every day at McCor-
mick Assisted Living in Green Bay. The PA system 
resounds in the halls and residents can sit in or near 
the doorway to pray along.  

Friday, [March 27] we followed the prayer with a 
rousing game of Bingo-in-the-doorway! Staff mem-
bers were on each floor, could hear the “bingos”  
and respond via intercom when asked to report who 
had a bingo! What fun! I adapted the old B-I-N-G-O 
song to “There is a game 
we like to play, and bingo 
is its name-o which we 
sang many times!  

The basement is so very clean and the upstairs is getting 
more than a once over as Sisters Clare Rose Oswald, Anne 
Marie Selinsky, and Jan Villemure do more than just keep 
busy during the “safer at home” at St. Agnes Convent. 

–Sister Dorothy Wagner 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

For years, he was a respectable Christian, raised in 
a Christian family in 19th-century China. He was 
a leader in the Christian community, a well-off 
doctor who served the poor for free. But he be-
came ill with a stomach ailment and treated him-
self with opium. It was a perfectly reasonable 
thing to do, but he soon became addicted to the 
drug, an addiction that was considered shameful 
and gravely scandalous. 

As his circumstances deteriorated, he continued 
to fight his addiction. He went frequently to con-
fession. Unfortunately, no one understood addic-
tion as a disease.  

With seemingly no resolve to repent and sin no 
more, confession is invalid. After a few years, the 
confessor told him to stop coming back until he 
could show repentance. He couldn’t stay drug-free, but 
he could keep showing up. 

And show up he did, for 30 years. For 30 years, he was 
unable to receive the sacraments. And for 30 years he 
prayed that he would die a martyr.  

In 1900, when the Boxer Rebels began to turn against 
Christians, he got his chance. He was rounded up with 
dozens of other Christians, including his own extended 
family. Many of those with him were likely disgusted 
by his presence there among them, this man who 
couldn’t go a day without a hit. Surely he would be the 
first to deny the Lord.  

But while he was never able to beat his addiction, he 
was, in the end, flooded with the grace of final perse-
verance.  

He begged his captors to kill him last so that none of 
his family would have to die alone. He stood beside all 
nine of them as they were beheaded. In the end, he 
went to his death singing the Litany of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. And though he had been away from the sac-
raments for decades, he is a canonized saint. 

This is the story of St. Mark Ji Tianxiang, intercessor 
for all addicts. His story helps us to appreciate Pope 
Francis’ call to prayer this month. Our petition reads: 
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and 
accompanied. 

Pope Francis himself, tells us, 
“Drugs are a wound in our society. 
A wound that traps many people 
in the networks. They are victims 
who have lost their freedom only 
to fall into slavery; slavery of a de-
pendency we can call ‘chemistry’”. 
He goes on to say, “It’s certain that 
drugs consist of a new form of 
slavery, like many others that 
plague man today and society in 
general.” 

Interestingly we don’t blame the 
slave for his or her slavery. Despite 
all the medical, psychological and 
social advancements in our under-

standing of addictions of all types, many still place 
moral blame on the addict for their suffering. Dr. John 
Pagana, Board of Directors for Catholic Charities in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, states, “Treatment starts 
with the understanding that addiction is a disease, not 
a disgrace.” He cautions against blaming people for 
their addiction. “So many people say, ‘They’ve caused 
it themselves. They deserve everything they get.’ First, 
that’s not a Christ-like attitude, and it doesn’t help the 
person. Second, it doesn’t change the fact that addic-
tion is a chronic, progressive and terminal disease. It 
takes a lifetime to treat—just like diabetes and heart 
disease. There is no cure for addiction, and it can strike 
anyone. We can’t blame people for having the disease, 
but we must hold them responsible for getting treat-
ment.” 

Most of us are not in a position to be of professional 
help in aiding an addict. So we pray earnestly for those 
who have the knowledge and expertise that they will 
also have the compassion and generosity needed to 
truly heal those with addictions. Along with our pray-
ing we can take on a role in the second part of Pope 
Francis’ intention. We can accompany those who suf-
fer from various dependencies. We can be a loving lis-
tener, a stable presence, a reminder of Jesus’ uncondi-
tional love for them, no matter what their weakness or 
lack. In the spirit and according to the words of our 
United States Bishops, “Let us together extend the 
healing hand of Christ to one another and to all those 
suffering from substance abuse in our midst.” 

 
 



  

 

 
 

 
At our Baptism, Jesus Christ claims us for His own. This 
is true of all of the Baptized, not just of Sisters and 
Priests. Furthermore, we are not consecrated merely to 
KNOW certain things, leading us to focus nervously on 
“learning our faith.” Nor are we consecrated merely to 
DO certain things, leading us to focus nervously on 
making moral choices. At our Baptism, Jesus consecrates 
us for Himself as BELONGING to HIM. 

To say that Jesus claims us for Himself could bring to 
mind a “power claim” implying slavery, after all, we are 
taught that we need to be independent and self-reliant. 
Our training might make it so that when we think of 
ourselves as “belonging” to Jesus, we think of ourselves 
as being demeaned in some way. If we belong to Jesus, 
we must obliterate ourselves.  

However, when Jesus claims us for Himself, He does so 
in and for LOVE and not as a show of power; as a re-
sult, Jesus does not desire our obliteration. Jesus desires 
US to be his partner in a loving relationship, which means 
that we may not obliterate ourselves. Belonging to Jesus 
Christ is a matter of LOVE and not of slavery; it engages 
the uniqueness of our person and our freedom. Embed-
ded within our Baptism, therefore, is an invitation to use 
our freedom to surrender to Jesus’ consecration of me 
to / for himself.  

Again, our training might make it seem as though 
“freedom” and “surrender” are mutually exclusive. Our 
deepest selves, however, know that the best, deepest, 
most lasting freedom is freedom that can surrender, 
even surrender to that which causes us pain. 

In the Gospels, each and every time Jesus Christ invites 
someone to follow Him or collaborate with Him, He 
presents them with an all or nothing choice: they may 
choose to belong to HIM, or to choose to belong to 
themselves. This is dramatically true of Mary and Joseph, 
both of whom choose to belong to God and, therefore, 
embrace of life of uncertainty and even anguish as a re-
sult of their “yes.” Read the first couple of chapters of 

Matthew’s Gospel for a reminder of how true this is. 
The same is true of the Apostles, the wealthy young 
man, the Pharisees, or the woman who touches the hem 
of his garment and is healed. At the other end of the 
spectrum, Herod provides a violent example of what it 
means to choose self over God.   

Where are we in relationship to this invitation? Do we 
hesitate to acknowledge or accept this invitation? Are we 
living our faith “on the surface?” Do we desire more? 

On the surface, choosing to belong to ourselves looks 
and feels like life because our psyches are comforted by 
our achievements and our plans. However, deep down 
we know that choosing ourselves deals ongoing death to 
us and to all those around us. We don’t need God to tell 
us that this is how it is; we experience the “death” that 
the selfishness of others causes us. With some humility, 
we become aware of the “death” that our selfishness 
causes others. Placing others first always means placing 
ourselves last. This is as true of our friends as it is true of 
God. We cannot BOTH be first. Choosing “me first” 
means choosing God (who is our life) last. Jesus reminds 
us how foolish it is to choose ourselves ahead of God 
when he says “Whoever finds his life will lose it . . 
.” (Matt. 10.39) 

It is true that choosing to belong to Christ looks and 
feels like death because it requires us to abandon our-
selves and to cut ties with attitudes that keep us 
“hooked” on ourselves. We must indeed lose our lives . . 
. but not blindly. “Whoever … loses his life for my sake 
will find it.” (Matt. 10.39) When, by the grace of the Ho-
ly Spirit, we are able to lose our lives for the sake of Je-
sus Christ, Jesus assures us that we find our lives, for 
Jesus moves in and lives His own life within us. Jesus liv-
ing His own divine life with us . . . THIS is the gift that 
we have received at our Baptism. 

On the Cross, Jesus made an all or nothing choice in our 
favor so that He might be able to live his divine life with-
in us, and He communicates this divine life to us at our 
Baptism. May each one experience this great Baptismal 
gift, and may each one desire to seek, serve and belong 
to the Lord Jesus with all that we are. 

Sister Marie Kolbe Zamora, OSF, S.T.D. 
smkolbeschol@gmail.com 



 

By Sister Anne Turba, NP 

Images of Haiti 
Memories of the Mission Trip 

March 4–12th  

 

←Some people have a few cows and/or goats 
that they use for food or for trading to purchase 
needed items at the market. The people use cactus 
as fences to mark their property and to keep their 
animals from wandering off. They trim the cactus 
to keep it looking neat. The cacti also serve as a 
surface to dry clothes.  

The hills of Haiti—though they are quite bare, 
there is a beauty to them. This was my favorite 
view on our jeep rides to and from the small vil-
lages where we served.  → 

“The Crew” 

←Front row: Dana Goetz, RN, Maddie, Sis-
ter Anne, NP, Mia, Rachel, Brianna Neuser, 
RN. Back row: Jake, Emily and Matt. 

The six Holy Family College Nursing students 
Front row: Mia, Emily, Maddie and Rachel. 
Back row: myself, Jake, Stephenson—one of our 
Haitian translators, and Matt. The students 
were awesome! They will be great assets to the 
Nursing Profession. → 

←Mom and her 3 children. When a family comes to the 
clinic, they all get seen. The most common problems for the 
adults are stomach aches, headaches, dizziness, and joint 
pains, especially the shoulders, neck, back, and knees. Many 
adults had high blood pressure as well.  

For the children, it is stomach aches and itching skin (fungal 
infections or scabies or eczema). We treated practically every-
one, especially the children, for worms and parasites due to 
the unclean water and living conditions. 

People seated, waiting to be seen in Los Botados. In the 
meantime, Mia and the other students are giving fluoride 
treatments to every one.→ 

Market day in Los Cacaos (every Monday). 

Returning from market day with goods. Busy market day in Los Cacaos, Haiti. 



  

←Sister Lidia Resende (on the left) and Sister Maria 
Marciano (on the right), Dominican Sisters from Brazil. 
Sister Maria began serving in the Dominican Republic 26 
years ago. The last 10 years she has been serving in Haiti. 
Sister Lidia joined her 3 or 4 years ago. They are tireless 
in their efforts to help the people better their situation. If 
you want to learn about some of the things they are doing, 
visit the website: www.sistermariahaiti.com 

Mangos in the convent yard—not ripe yet! Sister Maria 
said they will be ripe in July. We did get to enjoy ripe man-
gos that Sister Maria bought for us. She explained that 
mango trees ripen at different times of the year so you can 
enjoy them all year round.→ 

One month old daughter of a mom I saw with post-partum 
depression. The mother’s father is in the background. 

Some happy and not so happy faces waiting 
to be seen in Los Botados (the name means 
“the thrown-away people”). 

One of our sweet little patients! The chil-
dren are joy-filled and loving. They have 
hearts that are as big as their smiles. 

←This is how I saw patients—it would be a circle of four: the patient, Sister Lidia 
(standing) who could speak French creole and Spanish, Julie Vargas (in foreground with back 
to camera) who can speak Spanish and English and I (who can only speak one language). 

Sister Lidia would ask the patient what we could do for her/him, she would translate the 
patient’s response in Creole into Spanish, then Julie would translate it into English for me. I 
would ask a question of the patient and the process would reverse. It sounds like it would be 
clumsy, but it worked well. After a few days, I could figure out what the patients were saying 
some of the time, so that helped. And Sister Lidia figured out what questions I would ask so 
she would get those answers right away for me. The three of us made a good team! 

 

←People dressed up in their 
Sunday best to come to the 
clinic. 



  

 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin—
The Motherhouse 
Community recently 
welcomed 25 St. Al-
bert the Great Campus 
Ministry students from 
M i c h i g a n  T e c h , 
Houghton, Michigan 
for an evening of pray-
er, food, and recrea-
tion. Sister Jacqueline 
Spaniola, Fr. Ben Hasse, and Fr. Dustin Larson were also 
travel companions. Prayer took place in St. Francis Chapel. 
Guests joined the Sisters in the convent cafeteria (before 
the virus protection plans for everyone began). What hap-
pened for recreation? 

Well, first was a convent scavenger hunt. Clues: Find the 
painting of the young woman knitting. (Sister Jacqueline 
did not know where this art piece was hanging.) Find the 
stained-glass window with the Three Kings and pick up a 
bookmark. (Of course, this was in the confessional with 
the door closed to create some serious discernment.) The 

closing challenge was two rounds of the card game 
Spoons. 

After a winning team was announced and a prize given to 
all (Pope Francis candle and Italy apron for the St. Al’s 
kitchen), the group went to the gym. The Sisters gave up 
their floor hockey sticks to the students for the night. 
However, Michigan-raised Postulant Mary Jane added her 
energy to the floor. It was a fun night with the two priests 
on opposing teams and just plain good puck concentra-
tion. 

–Sister Julie Ann Sheahan 

 

FRANCISCAN  S ISTERS   
OF  C HRISTIAN  C HARITY  
Holy Family Convent 
2409 S Alverno Rd 
Manitowoc, WI 54220 

 
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

Easter spells out the 
rare beauty of new life and hope 

and the wonderful things to come. 


