
 

Name: Sister Frances Joseph Hildebrand                                                                               

Date of Birth: November 17, 1921 

Place of Birth: Zanesville, Ohio 

Parents: Joseph Aloysius and Frances Catherine (Kernan) Hildebrand 

Religious Profession: August 15, 1961 

Date of Death: April 11, 2020 

Age: 98 

Years Professed: 58 

 

 

Reflection by Sister Natalie Binversie, Community Director 

 

Martha Katherine Hildebrand was the seventh of ten children born to Joseph Aloysius and Frances 

Catherine (Kernan) Hildebrand. She was born on November 17, 1921 in Zanesville, Ohio. Martha was 

baptized at St. Nicholas Catholic Church in Zanesville on November 27, 1921 by Rev. A. L. Leininger. She 

made her First Holy Communion there on May 18, 1930 and was confirmed by Bishop James J. Hartley 

on May 10, 1931. 

 

Martha got to know the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity when she attended St. Nicholas Grade 

School and St. Nicholas High School. The Sisters were her teachers for twelve years! After graduating 

from High School, Martha used her secretarial skills doing general office work at St. Nicholas Grade 

School for two years and at Bishop Rosecrans High School for four years. 

 

Martha grew up in a home atmosphere of love, prayer, respect and trust. God was always the unseen 

guest in their home. Desire to enter Religious Life was not a surprise for her, since she had the influence 

in her early life of her pastor, Msgr. A. L. Leininger. Martha admired relatives who entered Religious Life. 

Her sister, Dorothy, became a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity and we know her as Sister Francis 

Aloysius. An aunt, Sister Antonine Hildebrand, was a member of the Community. There were two great-

uncle priests, Father Joseph Kernan, O.P. and Father Arthur Kernan, O.P. The most recent call from God 

to priesthood is Father Sean Dooley, a priest ordained for the Diocese of Columbus. 

 

Martha was the caregiver for her parents. Her father died in 1953 and her mother died in 1958. In 1959 

Martha applied to enter Holy Family Convent. Her pastor, Father Linus J. Dury, wrote the following letter 

of recommendation dated July 15, 1959: 

 

Dear Mother Agna, 

With this letter I would like to recommend to you another one of our girls, Miss Martha Hildebrand. I 

have known Martha ever since coming to Zanesville and have always held her in the highest esteem. She 

has been such a help to us here at the Parish that we hate to see her leave. 

 

I believe Martha always wanted to go to the Convent, but I think she sacrificed the early years of her life 

in order to stay home and take care of her parents.  Although she is now beyond the ordinary age when a 



girl embraces the Sisterhood, I am most happy to think that you are going to consider her. I don’t believe 

you will ever regret your decision. As I said to her, “Now your labors will take on a deeper spiritual 

meaning.” That I’m sure is her motive in wanting to dedicate her life to God. I recommend her to you 

most highly. 

 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Linus J. Dury, Pastor 

 

Martha was 38 years of age and above the entrance age at that time. Mother Agna contacted Bishop 

Bona, the Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay, and explained Martha’s situation to him. Bishop Bona 

gave his permission for Mother Agna to accept Martha into Holy Family Convent. Martha was accepted 

and entered Holy Family Convent on August 30, 1959. On June 13, 1960 she was received into the 

Novitiate.  Her religious name was a combination of the first names of her parents, Sister Frances 

Joseph. 

 

Sister Frances Joseph took some classes at Silver Lake College over the years. She served God in the 

Community as secretary, homemaker, driver, sacristan, laundress, post-mistress and staff member of St. 

Rita Health Center. Since 2013, Sister Frances Joseph had been a resident of St. Rita Health Center 

participating in the Prayer Apostolate praying for the Sisters and those who come to the St. Francis 

House of Prayer. 

When Sister Frances Joseph was no longer able to go to Zanesville to visit family, her niece, Maureen 
Dooley-Pack, would come frequently to visit Sister. Often her grandnephew Brian Pack and more 
recently Father Sean Dooley, would accompany Maureen. Sister Frances Joseph always looked forward 
to these visits at which time they always scheduled an ice cream treat." 

 
At the time of her Golden Jubilee, Sister Frances Joseph shared her favorite prayer: 

O Mary, 

Watch the hour when my departing soul  

will lose its hold on all earthy things 

and stand unveiled in the presence of its Creator. 

O then, be my tender Mother 

and place the merits of thy Divine Son in the scales of justice 

in favor of my poor soul. 

Amen. 

 

Sister Frances Joseph was called to live the Gospel of our Franciscan Community and serve God’s people 

by lovingly accepting her sufferings and limitations. She participated in Christ’ work of redemption. I am 

sure that Mary, our Mother, heard her prayer and was with her when her soul departed her body, 

completing her earthly journey and joining Jesus on the vigil of His Resurrection. Sister Frances Joseph 

gave herself up completely and handed herself over to our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank you for your 

witness as a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity. May you be enjoying your eternal life with God. 

May you rest in peace! 


