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Reflection by Sister Natalie Binversie, Community Director 

 

Frances Mary Piotrzkowski, named after her father, was the first child born to (Francis) Frank and Hattie 

(Hersant) Piotrzkowski on March 28, 1928 in Antigo, Wisconsin. She was baptized at St. Hyacinth 

Catholic Church in Antigo on April 1, 1928 by Father Francis A. Bemowski. She received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation at St. Boniface Catholic Church in Manitowoc on November 15, 1942 by Bishop Paul 

Rhode. 

 

Frances’ father’s first wife, Anna, died three years after they were married leaving him with three little 

girls. Seventeen years later he met and married Hattie. They had six children making a total of nine 

children in the combined family, two boys and seven girls.  

 

Frances grew up on a farm five miles east of Antigo. She helped with the farm work, milking cows, 

driving horses, helping get potatoes ready for planting, weeding the garden, hoeing the thistle heads out 

in the wheat fields and picking gooseberries and wild raspberries in the woods. When the work was 

finished the children would play on the swings then lie on the grass. Their Dad would point out different 

stars, listen to the birds, frogs and other night sounds. 

 

The family belonged to the Polish Parish, St. Hyacinth, in Antigo. The Sisters who taught in the school 

were from Stevens Point. Frances had a desire to be a Sister since she was in second grade. Frances’ 

Father’s sister, Sister Albertine, and Frances’ older sister, Sister Odelia, belonged to the Stevens Point 

Community. Frances could not join them though, because she did not speak Polish. Her cousin, Sister 

Hilda Hersant, was a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity. Frances knew that this was where she wanted 

to go to be a Sister. Two other influences for Frances in discerning her call to Religious Life were two 

cousins who were priests, Father Thaddeus Koszarek and Msgr. Paul Koszarek. 

 

Along with the influence of relatives who became a Religious or a priest, her home life got her ready to 

be a Sister. Growing up, the children were taught respect, obedience and prayer. The Rosary was prayed 

every night by the kitchen chairs. Going to church and receiving the Sacraments were very important. 

They were taught responsibility, for each one had work to do and they were expected to do their job 

well. 



 

Frances completed her eighth grade and entered Holy Family Convent on August 17, 1941. When she 

was received into the Novitiate, Frances was given the name, Sister St. Raphael. The name Raphael was 

chosen because it means healer and patron of travelers. At the time of Vatican Council II, name change 

was allowed and Sister Raphael dropped the St. part of her name.  

 

Sister Raphael completed her high school in Holy Family Academy in 1945. She earned a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree from Holy Family College July 28, 1961 with a Major in Education and a Minor in English. To add 

support to her 43 years of teaching Sister Raphael earned credits at Marquette University in Milwaukee, 

WI, College of Steubenville in Steubenville, OH, Wisconsin State University in Oshkosh, WI and Viterbo 

College in LaCrosse, WI.  

 

At the time of her 60th Jubilee, Sister Raphael moved to St. Francis Convent to make it easier to live as 

fully as she could with the Marie’s Ataxia condition that she inherited from her Mother. Sister Florence, 

Sister Raphael’s sister, also inherited the Ataxia condition. Having witnessed how her Mother handled 

her Ataxia, Sister Raphael knew that she could do it, too. A meaningful motivation for Sister Raphael 

were her frogs. The letter FROG stood for Fully Relying On God! Sister Raphael tried to accept her 

condition gracefully for the Lord. She considered the Ataxia condition a gift, for only she and Sister 

Florence inherited the condition, so it would not be passed on in the family as they would not get 

married and have children. Her motto was to accept things in her life and to be the best that you can be.  

This was reflected in the Serenity Prayer, “O God, give me serenity to accept what cannot be changed; 

courage to change what can be changed; and WISDOM to know the difference.” 

 

Sister Raphael took up residence in St. Rita Health Center on November 22, 2011. She prayed daily that 

no one would be less good for having come within her influence, no one less pure, less true, less kind, 

and less noble for having been a fellow-traveler in the journey toward Eternal Life.  

 

Sister Raphael lived out her mission to lovingly accept her sufferings and limitations, participating in 

Christ’s work of redemption. She was faithful in her praying for the Sisters and Employees of St. Francis 

Convent, Manitowoc. On Thursday morning, Sister Raphael put her hands in Jesus’ hands as she did all 

of her life. Her earthly tasks were finished. She was ready when Jesus came to take her home.  Thank 

you, Sister Raphael, for sharing your life, your joy-filled personality with us as a Franciscan Sister of 

Christian Charity. May you rest in peace with Our Lord. 

 

Eternal life give to Sister Raphael, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. 

Amen! 

 

 

 

       


