July 25, 2021
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 6:1-15
After this, Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed him, because they saw the signs he was
performing on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. The Jewish
feast of Passover was near.
When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip, "Where can we
buy enough food for them to eat?" He said this to test him, because he himself knew what he was going to do.
Philip answered him, "Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a
little bit." One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him, "There is a boy here who has
five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?"
Jesus said, "Have the people recline." Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. So the men reclined,
about five thousand in number. Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were
reclining, and also as much of the fish as they wanted. When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples,
"Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be wasted." So they collected them, and filled twelve
wicker baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves that had been more than they could eat. When the
people saw the sign he had done, they said, "This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world."
Since Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew again to the
mountain alone.
Background:
During the present lectionary cycle the focus is usually on the Gospel of Mark. For six weeks the gospel texts
have come from the 4th, 5th, and 6th chapters of Mark, highlighting Jesus’ ministry and teaching in Galilee.
Last Sunday’s gospel recorded the return of the twelve from the missionary efforts that Jesus had sent them on.
But the crowd that was attracted by their return was so great that Jesus invited the twelve to come away to a
deserted place. But the crowd pursued them, arriving before they disembarked from their boats. In Mark’s
gospel, this leads to his narrative of the feeding of the crowd (Mark 6:34-44). However, the lectionary, instead
of using Mark’s description of the feeding of the multitude, turns to the 6th chapter of John’s gospel and John’s
description of the feeding of the multitude. (The next five Sundays, the lectionary will continue to use the
gospel of John and reflect on the mystery of Jesus as the Bread of Life.)
In the opening verse of the gospel, John states that a large crowd had followed Jesus because they had seen the
signs he had performed. John does not comment about their faith or the fact that the people were hungry. The
impression is that they were following after Jesus hoping to witness some miraculous event, or even be the
recipients of one.
Jesus for his part sees the crowd approaching and seems to test his disciples, asking Philip about where they
could obtain bread for such a group. Philip responds that not even two hundred days’ wages could buy enough
bread to feed such a group. Philip’s brother Andrew volunteers that there is a boy with five barley loaves and
two fish, but adds “what is that for so many.” Jesus’ dialogue with the disciples helps to emphasize the
miraculous nature of what is about to take place.
Within the gospels it is very unusual that Jesus would perform a miracle in the absence of an expressed need, or
in the absence of an expression of faith. That absence points more to Jesus’s motive for this feeding. While
reading back into the motives of Jesus is always somewhat difficult, a hint may be found in the strong similarity
to the Eucharist. Jesus takes the bread and the fish, gives thanks, and distributes them to be eaten. Twelve
baskets of fragments are collected. When the people see the sign that has been done, they realize that the time
of fulfilment has arrived. But Jesus withdraws to the mountains alone. John’s focus is clearly on Jesus as the
one who brings in the reign of God.

Reflection Questions:
1. Have you ever been part of a large gathering of people at a religious event? What do you remember about
the mood of crowd? How were you affected by being part of the crowd?
2. How do you respond to the needs of those who experience natural disasters?
3. Do you ever feel like Jesus is asking you questions but already knows what He intends to do?
4. Imagine that you are that child with the barley loaves and two small fish, and you hear Andrew tell Jesus
about your loaves and fish. What thoughts would be going through you?
5. Can you also imagine that you are one of the disciples who has just been instructed to give the people as
much as they want? What would you be thinking as you turned to begin to distribute the food to the crowd?
6. Imagine you are helping to gather up the leftovers. What would be some of the things going through you as
pick up all the bits and pieces of food left behind?
7. Which part of this text seems to touch you? Can you take some time to talk to God about whatever it is that
has touched you in this gospel?
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Excerpts from the readings for July 25, 2021, the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
A man came from Baal-shalishah bringing to Elisha, the man of God, twenty barley loaves made
from the firstfruits, and fresh grain in the ear. Elisha said, "Give it to the people to eat."
But his servant objected, "How can I set this before a hundred people?"
Elisha insisted, "Give it to the people to eat. For thus says the Lord, 'They shall eat and there
shall be some left over.'" And when they had eaten, there was some left over, as the Lord had said.

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.
Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord, and let your faithful ones bless you.
Let them discourse of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might.
The eyes of all look hopefully to you, and you give them their food in due season;
you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
The Lord is just in all his ways and holy in all his works.
The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in truth.

Brothers and sisters: I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you
have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another through love,

striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace:
one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your call;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed him,
because they saw the signs he was performing on the sick. Jesus went up on the mountain,
and there he sat down with his disciples. The Jewish feast of Passover was near.
When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip,
"Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?" He said this to test him,
because he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him,
"Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a little."
One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him,
"There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?"
Jesus said, "Have the people recline." Now there was a
great deal of grass in that place. So the men reclined, about five thousand in number.
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were reclining,
and also as much of the fish as they wanted. When they had had their fill,
he said to his disciples, "Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be wasted."
So they collected them, and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments
from the five barley loaves that had been more than they could eat.
When the people saw the sign he had done, they said, "This is truly the Prophet,
the one who is to come into the world." Since Jesus knew that they were going to
come and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain alone.

Excerpts from 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-11, 15-18; Ephesians 4:1-6; and John 6:1-15
From Joe:
Friends,
Here are the gospel background and reflection questions for July 25th, as prepared by Franciscan
spiritual director Fr. Paul Gallagher. The gospel is John's version of the feeding of 5,000 men with five loaves
and two fish. John's version is nearly identical to Mark's, except that it includes a little more detail. Jesus told
them, "Gather the fragments, so that nothing will be wasted." They filled twelve baskets. When the people saw
what he had done, they said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world." Mark's version directly
follows last week's gospel. The other readings also make reference to occasions where many people are fed, and
to living in a manner worthy of our call to unity with the one God and Father. In the first reading from 2 Kings,
when a man brought twenty loaves, Elisha said "Give it to the people to eat." His servant objected, but Elisha
insisted, and "when they had eaten, there was some left over, as the Lord had said." Psalm 145 declares, “The
hand of the Lord feeds us, he answers all our needs. The eyes of all look hopefully to you, and you give them
their food in due season.” In the second reading from the letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes, “I urge you to live
in a manner worthy of the call you have received, striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit, one body and one
Spirit, one hope of your call, one Lord, one God who is over all."
Joe

