
 

Name: Sister Michaela Melko 

Date of Birth: November 13, 1938 
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Wake Reflection by Sister Natalie Binversie, Community Director 

 

Stephanie Mary Melko was born on November 27, 1938 in Mingo Junction, Ohio to Stephen Michael and 

Stephanie Sophia (Kunicki) Melko. She was baptized at St. Agnes Church in Mingo Junction on November 

27, 1938 by Father Edward L. Sullivan. She was confirmed there by Bishop Mussio on May 29, 1946. 

 

Stephanie grew up in a very religious family. Her parents were both children of immigrants. Her father’s 

parents were from Czechoslovakia and her mother’s parents were from Poland. As a family they prayed 

the rosary after supper each evening and observed many of the old traditions and religious feasts of 

their ancestors. Stephanie shared her growing up years with three brothers and one sister who was born 

one month after she entered the Convent. 

 

Stephanie attended St. Agnes School, which was staffed by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. 

Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life were spoken about frequently and highly encouraged by 

the Sisters, the pastor, Msgr. Joseph Dooley and the parents. For Stephanie, the idea of being a Sister 

was not one of her intentions. It seemed that many others, including her classmates, thought that she 

did have a vocation to be a Sister. When she was in eighth grade, her teacher, Sister Mary Ann Harvey, 

stopped by her desk and quietly, yet directly, said, “If you are going to be a Sister, you’d better start 

getting things ready to enter the Convent. Entrance day is in August.”  

 

Stephanie, after talking with her parents, took the next step and wrote the following letter dated 

February 7, 1952: 

Dear Mother Edna, 

 I have been praying to God to let me know my vocation, which I believe is to become a teaching 

Sister in the Order of St. Francis. My name is Stephanie Melko. I am in the eighth grade at St. Agnes 

School. I was 13 years of age on my last birthday, which was the 13th day of November 1951. 

 My parents have granted their consent. I have spoken to my teacher, Sister Mary Ann, and also 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Dooley. 

 Please, if you will, send me registration blanks and any information I may need to join your 

order. 

       May God bless you, 

       Miss Stephanie Melko 



Stephanie completed all of the registration forms and returned them on March 4th. In a letter, to Mother 

Edna, addressing business matters, dated March 23rd, Sister Mary Ann included the following regarding 

Stephanie: This girl is a very steady person and very reliable. We are very glad to know that she is able to 

enter and would have been very surprised if she had not applied. We pray now that she will persevere in 

the face of the homesickness she is bound to experience. I hope you are feeling as well as can be 

expected. We had Sister Marina here for a vocational talk. She was very sweet and her manner appealed 

to the girls.  

       God bless you, 

       Yours in St. Francis 

 

Her Pastor sent the following letter dated August 14, 1952: 

Dear Sisters: 

It has come to my attention that Miss Stephanie Melko of this parish has made application for 

admittance into your 1952 candidature class. Allow my assuring you that there will be no mistake on 

your part in accepting her application. Indeed, I am very happy to recommend her to your Community. 

She is a splendid character, a good student, and shows, with all, the externals of a religious vocation. 

       Respectfully yours, 

       Joseph F. Dooley, Pastor 

 

Stephanie entered Holy Family Convent on August 22, 1952. She attended Holy Family Academy, 

receiving her diploma in 1956. On her Reception Day, June 13, 1956, Stephanie received the name, 

Sister Michaela, which was the feminine version of her father’s middle name, Michael, and after her 

Uncle Mike, who was her Godfather. 

 

Sister Michaela took undergraduate courses at Holy Family College and continued studies at Marquette 

University earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in 1961 in Physics, Math and Chemistry. She went on to 

take classes during the summers, at the Catholic University in Washington, D. C. In 1968 Sister Michaela 

earned a Master of Science Degree in Physics and Chemistry. Continued studies took her to the 

University of Wisconsin in Madison where in 1974 she received her Doctoral Degree in Curriculum and 

Instruction. 

 

In her Jubilee reflection Sister Michaela reflected on her journey in Religious Life. All of her educational 

opportunities were not a part of her aspirations. She was interested in studying philosophy, however, 

God led her where He needed her to be in preparation for His will to be done.  

 

Sister Michaela loved teaching, which started at Catholic Memorial High School in Waukesha. Her next 

teaching position was at Silver Lake College of the Holy Family. From there she returned to Catholic 

Memorial to serve as Vice Principal. The experience in educational administration prepared her to move 

back to Silver Lake College to teach science and to work with a committee to develop the Graduate 

Degree Program in Education, specifically teacher leadership. Sister Michaela was instrumental in 

establishing the first learning communities for administrator leadership.  

 

Along with her academic contributions, Sister Michaela received recognition and honors for her 

professional involvement including leadership as faculty chair and faculty development committee chair, 



member of the President’s Council and the Dean’s Council. Throughout her 35 years serving the Silver 

Lake College Community, Sister Michaela received Local, State and National Recognition Awards. Sister 

Michaela accepted them in gratitude for the opportunities the Community gave her to develop her 

academic and professional skills. After retiring Sister Michaela still volunteered in the School of 

Education, promoting the Mission of Silver Lake College, to educate the whole person, body, mind and 

spirit. 

 

When Sister Michaela was asked what her special talents, skills, hobbies and interests were, she replied, 

“I like to knit, crochet, sing, decorate, sew, do crossword and jigsaw puzzles and watch sports.” Sister 

Michaela continued to enjoy many of those interests when she moved to St. Rita Health Center in 2019. 

She was always appreciative of visits and would share her wisdom with all who had time to listen. 

 

In reflecting on her vocational call, Sister Michaela identified with Francis Thompson, I fled Him down 

the nights and down the days… “But God just would not take no for an answer from me, just as He 

would not give me the answer to the incessant, ‘Why me?’ Sometimes when saying yes is difficult, God 

accepts our just not saying no.”  

 

Through all her life, Sister Michaela lived her “yes” to God’s call and invitation to serve Him. She 

responded with one final “yes” on Friday morning when she was summoned to end her earthly life. She 

gave herself up completely and handed herself over to Our Lord when He came to take her home. Thank 

you, Sister Michaela for saying yes to God, to be a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity and the witness 

you gave in service to others. 

 

Eternal life grant to Sister Michaela, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace, 

AMEN! 

       


