
   Heritage Happenings Archives Office 

December 2021 
L
es

t 
W

e 
Fo

rg
et

...
 

Sr. Paula volunteered to try and type up eulogies on Sisters who died 

before 1979 when present Eulogies were started.  By first name. is 

thru all the 

up. 

This Heritage Happenings issue honors the Christmas greetings of sever-

al of our Mother Superiors. Enjoy, Reflect, Remember , Give thanks! 

Christmas 1906 Greetings from Mother Alexia 

 Sisters dear, let us be the first ones to greet Him – the first to 
bring Him our gifts. His little arms are open to receive us – His little lips 
ready to give us the Kiss of peace, and His little heart anxious to par-
don us. ….  Let us approach Him with all confidence and offer Him our 
gifts. Wishing you all the peace and love of the dear Babe of Bethle-
hem. I remain at His feet, your loving Mother A. 

Christmas 1909 – Mother Alexia   

“Praised to the Incarnate Word!  

“May these few lines find you all well – prepared to receive the dear 
Babe of Bethlehem. Don’t let Him knock at your door and find “no 

room” there. We must ever have a warm welcome for him…Let us all 
rejoice and be happy. May your souls be filled with His heavenly 

peace and good cheer. … We are having a very cold snap just now, lots of snow – 
“Old Santa will have a hard time to get thru – to you!” At Jesus’ feet – Mother A. 

Christmas 1912—Mother Euphrosine 

“Gloria in Excelsis”   
“Behold I bring you tidings of great joy…” With these joyful 
words of the Angel I greet you today, my dear Sisters, and 
this is great joy, the joy in Christ our Lord… May your heart 
expand with the true Christmas spirit and in the fervor of 
your love may you exclaim with the over-joyed shepherds: 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this word that hath come to pass 
which the Lord hath showed us. Oh, yes, to Bethlehem, to the Manger of our 
Infant Savior, let us go, dear Sisters, there at His feet let us all meet in spirit 
and unite in adoring, loving and thanking Him for all His goodness to us. 

Christmas 1931—Mother Inez  “Emmanuel”   

My dear sisters, we are all united in spirit in our Novena for Christmas.  
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make straight His path.”  
May the peace and joy of Christmas be the culmination of our prayers.  
  “Emmanuel! God for us born,    We haste to greet Thee Christmas morn; 
    Our gifts of heart and mind to bring,     Pour “Gloria” in joy to sing. 
       Emmanuel!        With every good with, Your loving Mother Mary Inez 

Art Work -Sr. Victoria 



“The Making of a Saint: Brother Columba O’Neill, C.F.X. – Xaverian Brother  
On November 10, Bro. Philip Smith, Archivist, Congregation of Holy Cross, inquired: Can you provide info. on 
three sisters in your congregation? He has two letters from Sister Agnella to Brother Columba O’Neill (1848-
1923). In her letter Jan. 23, 1923 she mentions Mother Generose (who was completely cured through Br. Colum-
ba’s intercession to the Sacred Heart), and a Sister DeSales.  On Nov. 12, he found another letter: Sr. Ambrosine 
writing on Sept. 4, 1921 in which she suggests personal cures of physical afflictions.  She writes: “the Sacred 
Heart badges you gave me for my headaches and rheumatism have cured me. I have had no symptoms since that 
time.” He writes: I am the postulator of his cause for canonization. I am interested in any information you have 
on them. He has over 15,000 letters to go through.  Regarding Mother Generose, I could find no mention any-
where of her being critically ill and hospitalized but, as she was Mother Superior at that time and chaired Council  
meetings, pages are blank during the time period she would have been so ill. No more is known. (Sorry type is so small!) 

The Fesslers originally came from Oberhausen, in north west Germany.  John George Fessler (1774-1847) 
married Francisca Maurer. They had at least two sons: John George born 1799 and Anton born 1812. April 
26, 1825 John George married Theresia Imbach,  born 1805. They had four children: Theresia born 1827, 
Rose -1829 (Sister Gratia), George -1830, died 1831, and George born in 1832, died ?. John’s first wife died 
June 24, 1832 leaving her husband with two small children ages two and four. On April 22, 1833 John mar-
ried again, Elisabeth de Sedler (born 1811). They were blessed with 7 children: Joseph (1834), Amalia (1839), 
Anton (1842), Sophie ( 1845)(Sister Seraphica), John George called “George” (1848), Karl/Charles (1850), and 

August (1859-1859). His two first children grew up rapidly. Theresia, the oldest, married 
Anton Maurer(1825-1868)  and they had  8 children of whom only four survived. Mean-
while, Father Ambrose Oschwald was gathering his followers to immigrate. Ship records 
of 1854 show that “Rose now age 25, immigrated with Joseph Fessler (her step-brother) 
age 20.”   
Six years later in 1860, when living conditions were more settled by his two children now 

in St. Nazianz, John George immigrated with his wife and 6 children .  His oldest daughter, The-
resia, remained in Germany until the death of her husband in 1868 at age 43, leaving her a 
widow with four children, the oldest age 15, and three others aged 8, 5, and 3, and all relatives 
in America. Theresa, influenced by Joseph and her father, decided to take the risk and immi-
grate as well. Taking her four children, Theresia left her home in 1872 with help from her rela-
tives. Most likely, just as our German Sisters did, Theresia would have to sell everything she 
owned in order to get permission to leave the country. This is most likely where the money came from that 
she helped her step brother with when he wanted to buy property for a new convent. On property docu-
ments she used her surname Fessler most of the time and only once her married name of Maurer. The con-
fusion has now been clarified! Her younger sister, Rose, joined our community in 1872, at age 43. She was 
our 14th member and received the name Sister Gratia. Theresia youngest daughter,  Mary born in 1865/66, 
also joined the community in 1886 at age 21 and received the name Sister Amanda of the Love of the Divine 
Jesus.  I could have just answered the  original question by saying: Theresia was his step-sister but their story 
was just so historical that it needed to be added for your enjoyment!! 

In November the sale of property for 
a new convent was traced but it was 

confusing as to who Theresia Fessler was...and where she 
got all that money to give to Joseph. Followup revealed that 
George Fessler (Joseph’s father) was also Theresia’s father 
but from his FIRST marriage! So they were “step” siblings! 

Making the Connections 


