
 

 

Name: Sister Antonita Diederich  

Date of Birth: April 17, 1918 

Place of Birth: Lindsay, Nebraska 

Parents: Anthony Joseph and Sophie Rose (Greisen) Diederich 

Religious Profession: August 15, 1936 

Date of Death: November 15, 2021 

Age: 103 

Years Professed: 85 

 

 

 

Wake Reflection by Sister Natalie Binversie, Community Director 

 

Henrietta Christina was born in Lindsay, Nebraska to Anthony Joseph and Sophia Rose (Greisen) 

Diederich on April 17, 1918. She was baptized that same day at Holy Family Church. Henrietta received 

the name Agnes when she was confirmed there on April 26, 1928. Henrietta was the second oldest of 14 

children. Two of her sisters, Anna and Mary, died at birth; her brother Donald died when he was three 

months old and her brother Carrol died at the age of two. 

 

Henrietta grew up on the family’s rented farm in the midst of a severe drought. She attended Holy 

Family School where she was taught by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. When she was in the 

eighth grade her mother reluctantly asked her father, Henrietta’s Grandfather, who had multiple farms, 

if the family could farm one of them. The family moved to Monroe where the drought was not as 

intense. Henrietta stayed in Lindsay with an Uncle and Aunt, so she could complete the school year.  

 

Sister Maurice Armbruster, the eighth-grade teacher, was an inspiration for Henrietta to want to be a 

Sister. Her Mother supported Henrietta’s deep desire to go to the Convent. After completing the eighth 

grade, she lived with her grandparents in Humphrey, Nebraska to attend St. Francis High School, which 

was staffed by Sisters from Colorado Springs. Having completed her ninth grade, Henrietta received the 

blessing from her parents to apply and enter Holy Family Convent.  

 

On June 23, 1933, Sister Francis George Leibfried and Henrietta took the train to Holy Family Convent 

with her, to enter the Postulancy. One year later, June 13, 1934, confirming the call from God to enter 

the Novitiate, she received the Habit and the name Sister Antonita.  

 

Sister Antonita completed her High School in Holy Family Academy, June 1936. She continued her 

studies at Holy Family College earning a Bachelor of Arts Degree with a Major in Mathematics and 

Minors in French and in Science, June 1940. In 1950, Sister Antonita received a Master’s Degree from 

Catholic University of America, Washington, DC with a Major in Mathematics and a Minor in Chemistry. 

 



Sister Antonita taught primary grades in Manistique, Michigan for three years, moved to Menominee, 

Michigan for two years to teach middle grades, then to Delaware, Ohio to teach High School. In the 

words of Sister Antonita, “There was a need for high school teachers, so after receiving my Master’s 

Degree, I upgraded my education with summer scholarships to St. Norbert College in De Pere, 

Wisconsin; Notre Dame University in Notre Dame, Indiana; Cornell University in Ithaca, New York; 

Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska; Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Wayne 

University in Wayne, Nebraska; Illinois Institute of Technology and DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois. 

Studying at these universities increased my knowledge of the latest trends, helping me become a better 

teacher.” Sister Antonita enjoyed teaching Mathematics and Chemistry in high schools in Nebraska, 

Ohio, Wisconsin and Illinois. She found it a privilege to teach those same subjects to students at Silver 

Lake College of the Holy Family for thirty summers. 

 

Sister Antonita was appreciative of the many grants, fellowships and honors that she received over the 

years, as well as the professional opportunities she had to help promote quality Catholic Education. A 

significant distinguished honor was to have her article, entitled, “Should Compulsory Education Laws Be 

Modified?” published in Kansas State University Magazine. All of these accomplishments reflect back on 

the generosity and blessing of being a Franciscan Sister of Christian Charity. 

 

In her Jubilee reflection, Sister Antonita wrote, “I have not regretted entering our Religious Community! 

There have been more blessings and love than I could have imagined. God has gifted me with the call to 

the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. I am grateful to the Sisters who have become my second 

family. I am blessed to have had a saintly Mother, an industrious Father, nine adult brothers and sisters, 

among them, Sister Carol, who joined me in Religious Life. I am grateful for the love and support they 

gave me.” 

 

In 2010 Sister Antonita moved to St. Rita Health Center. She appreciated the extra time and opportunity 

for developing her spiritual life, spending more time with Our Lord in prayer and in meditation. In her 

Jubilee comments she wrote, “I am indebted to my Franciscan Community for the blessings of daily 

Mass, reception of the Sacraments, communal prayers, annual retreats, workshops, continuing 

educational opportunities, the best medical care, the grace of my assignments and the good friends I 

have made. I hope to keep focused on my Spouse until I see Him face-to-face and hear Him say, ‘Well 

done, come and enter into my Kingdom.’” 

 

Sister Antonita was called to live the Gospel as a Consecrated member of the Franciscan Sisters of 

Christian Charity. She served God’s people for 85 of her 103 years of life. We witnessed her loving 

acceptance of her sufferings and limitations, participating in Christ’s work of redemption. On Monday 

morning, November 15, 2021, she gave herself up completely and handed herself over totally to her 

Spouse, our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray with confidence that Sister Antonita did hear, “Well done, come 

and enter into my Kingdom!” 

 

Eternal life grant to Sister Antonita, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace! 

AMEN! 


