
The Sisters of St. Rita Health Center presented a tremen-
dous Christmas GIFT to the Sisters living at the Mother-
house on Christmas day in St. Mary’s Chapel at 2:00 p.m. 
They very skillfully re-enacted the Bethlehem story - “The 
Birth of Jesus.” The St. Rita Sisters’ Choir sang their best 
while leading all the traditional Christmas Songs.    

Some of the St. Rita Sisters were honored to serve as per-
formers for this presentation, serving as actors and speak-
ers. The St. Rita Sister Team caught the Sisters excitement 
and joy at each practice and in particular, the dress re-
hearsal. Yes, “Jesus Is the Reason for the Season!” And, 
our Sisters of St. Rita’s wanted all to celebrate the coming 
of Jesus in each of our lives. A Blessed Christmas to All!   

–The St. Rita Sister Team 

One can not help but wonder how many Christmas pro-
grams these dear Sisters put on in their teaching years—

how many angel wings, beards, and customs they 
fixed on so many angels, shepherds, kings, Mary’s 
and Joseph’s. 

6LQJ�:LWK�8V�7KH�&KULVWPDV�6WRU\ 

) උ ൺ ඇ ർ ං ඌ ർ ൺ ඇ � 6 ං ඌ ඍ ൾ උ ඌ � ඈ ൿ � & ඁ උ ං ඌ ඍ ං ൺ ඇ � & ඁ ൺ උ ං ඍ ඒ  

January 2022 

Volume 56 Issue 1 



Page 2 &20081,*5$0  

The Bi-national Las Posadas in Mexico just 40 miles south 
of Tucson, was a moving experience on Sat. Nov. 18, 
2021. Brother Bob Brady, OFM joined me in walking with 
the migrants and refugee families for the two-mile pilgrim-
age. Bishop Edward Weisenburger, bishop of the diocese 
of Tucson, began the Las Posada pilgrimage with the 
opening prayer. A Posada is a traditional Latin American 
custom that takes the form of an extended devotional 
prayer with re-enactments of Mary and Joseph's search for 
a place to give birth to Jesus. They are repeatedly turned 
away from each place they seek refuge. The journey of 
Mary and Joseph on the way to Bethlehem, as well as their 
flight to Egypt, relates to the stories of all migrants seeking 
refuge today. 

The Bi-National Migrant Posada included testimonies 
from migrants who are currently seeking asylum as well as 
appeals to create change. Prayers, scripture readings, and 
songs were also incorporated into the event at each stop, 
where they were symbolically rejected just as Mary and Jo-
seph were. Finally, the Posada procession arrived at Kino 
Border Initiative where they were welcomed as brothers 
and sisters in need. 

I was blessed to help serve the desert and candy table for 
the children. Sister Marlita Henseler was busy serving the 
meal. More than 300 meals were given to families to take 
to their place of residence. When all were served Sister 
Marlita and I had time to visit! 

–Sister Mary Ann Spangers 
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Sister Natalie bestowed the Insignia of the Postulancy on 
Catherine (Katie) Logan December 10, 2021 during a 2:30 
p.m. ceremony in St. Mary chapel. 

The insignia is a tau cross with the hand of Jesus covering 

that of Francis, to remind the postulant of her call to fol-
low Christ with us. It stands as a symbol of her formal wit-
ness to all of being a Postulant in our Community of Fran-
ciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. 
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Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity were among the 
Consecrated Women invited to a recent Diocese of Madi-
son Santa Lucia Mother/Daughter Evening at Holy Name 
Heights, Madison. Theresa Klinkhammer and Lorie Ball-
weg served as gracious hostesses for this evening welcom-
ing mothers, daughters, Sisters of Mary Morningstar, 
Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary, Consecrated Women from the 
Society of Jesus Christ the Priest, a Madison area Conse-
crated Virgin and our Franciscan Sisters of Christian Char-
ity—Sister Kathleen Murphy, Sister Cecilia Joy Kugel and 
Sister Julie Ann Sheahan. First on the program, Diocesan 
Vocation Director Fr. Greg Ihm exposed the Blessed Sac-
rament and led the Divine Office in the Oratory. 

While there were volunteers who stayed in this place of 
prayer for the evening to pray for all those involved in the 
Santa Lucia dinner, everyone else moved to the lower con-
ference room and found places at table. 

Fr. Greg invited the Consecrated Women represented at 
the gathering to introduce themselves. Bishop Hying fol-
lowed commenting on the purpose and beauty of Conse-
crated Life. He said “St. Therese is an example of when 
you get what you want, you find out it wasn’t, isn’t, what 
you expected. She’s faced with long days of prayer, pen-
ance and silence. Here she is this vivacious fifteen-year-
old. She starts to imagine a whole different life. Wouldn’t 
be great if I was a martyr, anything more than these long 
days of cloistered silence. So, she starts reading the Scrip-
tures and her answer came when she read Paul’s hymn to 
charity in 1 Corinthians: 12-13 and there Paul says “if you 
are without love, you are nothing.” If we do great things, 
without sharing, it matters not at all. She realized then, that 

God was not calling her to great things. He was calling her 
to do little things with great love in her heart. She realized 
that ‘I will be love at the heart of the Church.’ Not that I 
will be loving, but I will be love at the heart of the Church. 
I can’t think of a better description or definition of conse-
crated life. ‘To be love at the heart of the Church.’” 

Next, all enjoyed a tasty barbecue dinner while at the same 
time engaging in conversation about consecrated life. 

Before the whole group moved back to the Oratory for 
the closing Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Thesesa 
Klinkhammer shared invitations to coming diocesan voca-
tion events for young women. Gift Bags were also distrib-
uted to those present. Included in this package were our 
Sister-made, matching Mother/Daughter bracelets, each 
bracelet has a hidden Franciscan Morse-code message. We 
also attached an invitation to consider our June 13-16, 
2022 Franciscan Sisters Experience: Called to Bring Hope 
taking place at our Motherhouse, 2409 South Alverno 
Road, Manitowoc, Wisconsin. This event is open to high 
school students. Call or text Sister Julie Ann at 920-323-
9632 for more information. Registration begins in January. 
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In ancient Roman culture, Jānus was a 
god of doorways, beginnings, and the 
rising and setting of the sun. His im-
age features two faces with one look-
ing forward and one turned to the 
back. We celebrate New Year’s Eve 
standing in that doorway and, like 
Janus, look back and forward in one 
moment. Pope Francis offers a prayer intention that 
helps us to consider our forward glance with an eye for 
true human fraternity. His intention reads, “for all those 
suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their 
own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being 
brothers and sisters in the human family”. So, how will this 
prayer impact us in this month of beginnings? 

Of course, Pope Francis includes people everywhere in 
his call to prayer, but perhaps we think that this is not 
an intention that particularly applies to us in the United 
States. It may be good to consider this presumption. 
Does religious discrimination and persecution exist 
within the borders of our country? A recent article in 
America magazine points out: The advertisement for a stu-
dent-loan company features a picture of a nun in a veil with 
the legend "If you’re a nun, then you’re probably not a stu-
dent." One can readily venture into novelty stores and buy a 
"Boxing Nun" hand puppet. Since last fall nine Catholic 
churches in Brooklyn, NY, have been vandalized; statues have 
been decapitated and defaced. During one Holy Week the 
New Yorker displays a picture of the crucifixion on its cover; 
but in place of the corpus, appears the Easter Bunny. This is 
just an excerpt from their list of examples of anti-
Catholicism. So, it would appear that we, as Ameri-
cans are not immune. 

The history of prejudice against the Church begins at 
our very roots with the arrival of our predominantly 
Protestant forebears who had little use for the Pa-
pists. Their view of our Faith continues through gen-
erations and is shown in many ways at various times. 
In the 50’s and 60’s it was more publicly expressed in 

the contentious presidential candi-
dacies of Al Smith and John F. 
Kennedy. Furthermore, discrimina-
tion against Catholics is not just a 
historical happening. It continues 
on because it is based on some non-
negotiables. Our Church was not 
founded on nor does it run accord-

ing to the principles of democracy. We are to be a 
community who shares not only faith, but our coats, 
our food, our shelter, our security with those in need. 
We are not merely a thinking people, but we are a 
people of prayer, of reverence for texts and rites that 
don’t bow before logic. 

Though religious discrimination and persecution are 
surely felt in more potent form in other parts of the 
world, there are Catholics right here in the United 
States who suffer because of their unbending faith and 
courageous faithfulness to the Church. Taking their 
part in the national arena are members of The Catholic 
League. This organization is, as their website states, 
“the nation’s largest Catholic civil rights organization. 
Founded in 1973 by the late Father Virgil C. Blum, 
S.J., the Catholic League defends the right of Catholics 
– lay and clergy alike – to participate in American pub-
lic life without defamation or discrimination.” They 
also note, “While it is true that Catholics as individuals 
have made progress in securing their rights, the degree 
of hostility exhibited against the Catholic Church is 
appalling. Quite simply, Catholic bashing has become a 
staple of American society.” 

Seeing that this issue chosen by our Holy Father is a 
reality here, close to home, let us pray that the justice 
of Jesus may reign and that Catholics here in the Unit-
ed States will be gifted with heroism, will be icons of 
faithfulness and will be recognized by the love they 
share during this new year and beyond. We can make 
our own the words of G.K Chesteron, "Let your reli-
gion be less of a theory and more of a love affair." 
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Imperial, Nebraska—Living a Core Value: “We witness a 
radical and joyful way of life through selfless dedication to 
the service of others . . .” 

The Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska hosted its first TEC 
(Teens Encounter Christ)—since the beginning of the 
Covid19 pandemic. Our TEC Spiritual Director, Father 
Harlan Waskowiak, requested the presence of Sisters for 
completing the ‘behind the scenes’ staffing that is needed 
in prayer and other details of supporting the weekend. 

Since the Lincoln Diocesan Sisters had prior commitments 
during this weekend, they were not available. 

Sister Rochelle Kerkhof issued a call: HELP NEEDED, 
PLEASE. 

Sister Elizabeth Ann Miller and Sister Louise Hembrecht 
responded to the call and came to our rescue! With selfless 
dedication and at the expense of their comfort (and sleep) 
they came to serve our candidates and co-ministers during 
this entire weekend! Sister Elizabeth Ann and Sister Louise 
are OUR HEROES; we are very proud of their generosity 
and prayerful presence among us. –Sister Rochelle Kerkhof 
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Tuckered out, 
Sister Louise 
and Sister Eliz-
abeth took some 
much needed 
time out. 

*RRG�$IWHUQRRQ�5RQFDOOL� 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin–Sister Carmen Marie Diaz 
was asked by the Principal Fran Peter of Ron-
calli High School to give a presentation on Our 
Lady of Guadalupe on Dec. 13 to the students 
during their convocation. Her presentation fo-
cused on the story of the apparition, the sym-
bolism found on the image of Our Lady, and on 
what modern science has learned about the im-
age. For example, did you know that Our Lady 
who is standing in front of the sun, and stand-
ing on the crescent moon represents her power 
over the two leading gods of the Aztecs? That 
her hands held in prayer signify that she is a supplicant and 
that there is one greater than her? When she appeared in 
1531, there were 22 languages spoken and approximately 
50 dialects, yet all indigenous people who looked upon the 
tilma/cloak with the image were able to understand the 
meaning of all that was on it. Science has revealed that 
there are no brush strokes to be found and no paint was 

used, the tilma should have disintegrated (only lasting at 
most 50 years) because of the material's cactus fiber that it 
is made of. These are just a few things that can be gar-
nered from the study of the image of Lady of Guadalupe! 
Long live our Lady of Guadalupe! Long live Christ the 
King! 
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Bapchule, Arizona—Sister Martha Mary Carpenter celebrat-
ed her birthday on December 9th with all her students vir-
tually and parade style. That morning, all students and 
staff from St. Peter Indian Mission joined a massive Zoom 
Meeting adding up to 100+ to sing and wish her a happy 
birthday. The students were not only excited to see Sister 

but also to see one another on one large meeting! After 
school dismissed, Sister was surprised with a drive-by pa-
rade. Many children and families made the day very special 
for her. We pray that next year we will be able to celebrate 
in-person! 

–Sister Pamela Catherine Peasel 
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Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity never tire of retelling St. 
Clare’s Christmas Miracle. We invite you to enter into St. Clare’s 
own unique Christmas Midnight Mass account, part of Franciscan 
literature’s ‘Little Flowers of St. Francis’. For the eighth cen-
tenary of the Birth of St Clare of Assisi, St. John Paul II 
wrote: “In reality Clare’s whole life was a Eucharist 
(emphasis added) because, like Francis, from her cloister 
she raised up a continual “thanksgiving” to God in her 
prayer, praise, supplication, intercession, weeping, offering 
and sacrifice. She accepted everything and offered it to the 
Father in union with the infinite “thanks” of the only-
begotten Son, the Child, the Crucified, the risen One, who 
lives at the right hand of the Father.” 

Once Saint Clare was seriously ill, so 
that she could not go to say the Of-
fice in church with the other nuns. 
When the solemnity of the Nativity 
of Christ arrived, all the others went 
to matins, and she remained in her 
bed, unhappy that she could not go 
together with the others to have 
that spiritual consolation. But Jesus 
Christ, her spouse, not wishing to 
leave her this way without consola-

tion, had her miraculously carried to the Church of Saint 
Francis to be present for the whole Office of matins and 
the night Mass, and besides this, to receive Holy Com-
munion, and then had her carried back to her bed. 

When the office in San Damiano was finished and the 
nuns returned to Saint Clare, they said to her: “O Sister 
Clare, our Mother, what great consolation we’ve had on 
this Holy Nativity! If only it pleased God that you could 
have been with us!” And Saint Clare replied: “My sisters 
and dearest daughters, I give thanks and praise to Our 
Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, because I have been present 
at all the solemnities of this holy night, and at greater 
ones than you have been, with much consolation to my 
soul, for by the intercession of my father Saint Francis 
and by the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, with the ears 
of my body and spirit I heard the whole Office and the 
music of the organ there and in that very place I received 
Holy Communion. Therefore, rejoice and thank God for 
such grace shown to me.”  

To the Praise of Jesus Christ and the little poor man 
Francis. Amen.  

(Armstrong, Regis J., et al. Francis of Assisi. Early Documents: The Proph-
et. Vol. 3, p. 626, New York Press, 2001.) 
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Cambridge, Ohio—On Tuesday, December 7th 
the Catholic Women’s Club (CWC) in Cam-
bridge, held their annual Christmas Party at 
“Theo’s Restaurant” inviting the Sisters at St. 
Benedict Convent to join them. They enjoyed 
a delicious dinner and had a gift exchange. 
The President, Sandy Broom, provided the 
entertainment. The group was asked: “Do 
you know what CWC has done this year?” 
Those present brainstormed and came up 
with over twenty things that the group has 
done to help others locally and abroad. Here 
are some of them: Donations were made to 
the Homeless Shelter; St. Benedict’s School; a 
nursing home in Cusco, Peru; Madonna Plan 
for pre-natal care; a school in Haiti; and a lo-
cal Pregnancy Center. 

Members of CWC attended a Day of Spiritu-
ality, Diocesan meetings and conventions; 
coordinated the “Living Rosary” teams; spon-
sored a 14-yr. old girl from India; offered 
Masses for seminarians, vocations and de-
ceased CWC members. CWC members made 
cards for those homebound and in nursing 
homes, provided funeral dinners and break-
fast for Deacon gatherings. 

The list goes on and on. The Sisters were en-
lightened and pleased to know the many ma-
terial and spiritual works of mercy the CWC 
members have accomplished this year. 

–Sister Sharon Paul 

Kino Border Initiative, Mexico—This past Friday, December 3rd, was a 
very special day here for our families in the shelter at the Kino Border 
Initiative: nine families—ten adults and nine children.  

6SHFLDO�'D\�RI�%DSWLVPV� 

Claritza from Honduras and her son Victor, three months old, were 
baptized in the nearby church, and all staff and shelter members were 
invited to the party afterwards. With a good meal and music and danc-
ing, we all had a wonderful time. The sponsors were staff members, 
and Fr. Pete, a Jesuit from Arizona, did the honors. I was one of the 
lectors at Mass. About 50 attended. 

–Sister Marlita Henseler 
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Cambridge, Ohio—Christ Our Light Parish provided a Sacred Concert 
Benefit for their “sister” parish in Caracol, Haiti, on Sunday, December 
5th in St. Benedict’s Church. The narrator was Garry Mbiad who had 
served in Haiti. There were six soloists, six instrumentalists, and four 
vocal performing groups, including St. Benedict’s youth and adult 
choirs, and a special feature of a choir from Haiti, via video. 

Sister Carol Juckem sang an original song called: “I Worship Before 
You.” The five Franciscan Sisters who reside in St. Benedict’s Convent 
sang “The Blessing of St. Francis” followed by a sing along of Christ-
mas songs. It was truly a blessed and holy event. 

–Sister Sharon Paul 

Left: Sister Carol Juckem sang an original song. Right: St. Benedict Convent Sisters sang 
“The Blessings of St. Francis.” Shown l to r:: Sisters Helen Marie Paul, June Smith, Mari-
adele Jacobs, and Sharon Paul. Sister Carol  accompanied on the piano. 
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Are you a single, young, Cath-
olic woman who just can’t 
stop wondering if God is call-
ing you to be a Franciscan Sis-
ter? Are you interested in 
knowing more about Saints 
Francis and Clare? Or would 
you like to know how to pray 
the Liturgy of the Hours? 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian 
Charity invite Catholic young 
adult single women discerning 
consecrated life to begin with 

watching our Called to Be Franciscan youtube channel, 
tuning into Instagram and Sister Cecilia Joy’s listening to 
our Franciscan Moment Podcasts and contacting us to 
begin a conversation at any time along the way. Like St. 
Francis and St. Clare, we are here to help provide discern-
ment helps for you. A special retreat experience or voca-
tion visit can be an insightful and inspiring step forward, 
moving from discernment to action in following God’s 
will. Honest questions about Franciscan Life and a calling 
as a consecrated religious are most welcome. 

In this new year of 2022 consider these Zoom and in-
person opportunities. 

Save on travel expenses and learn more about us via Zoom 

Called to Pray with Saints Francis and Clare Retreat 
Weekend: January 14-16, 2022 and March 18-20, 2022. 

Called to Pray the Liturgy of the Hours with other Dis-
cerning Women: February 26, 2022. 

Called to a Franciscan Lenten Evening: March 9, 2022. 

In-person, on-site Visit to Holy Family Convent 

To make plans for your own personal visit with us, 
please call or text Sister Julie Ann at 920-323-9632.  
Register for an event: Vocation Discernment Events – 
Franciscan Sisters (fscc-calledtobe.org) 


