January 16, 2022
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
John 2:1-11
There was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were also
invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." Jesus
said to her, "Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the
servers, "Do whatever he tells you." Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings,
each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, "Fill the jars with water." So they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it. And when the
headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing where it came from (although the servers
who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom 1and said to him, "Everyone serves good
wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until
now." Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples
began to believe in him. After this, he and his mother, (his) brothers, and his disciples went down to Capernaum
and stayed there only a few days.
Background:
Next Sunday the Gospel will again be drawn from Luke’s Gospel. But this Sunday, the gospel text describes
Jesus’ first miracle, at a wedding feast in Cana, as described by John.
It is believed by scripture scholars that John draws from a source of miracle stories of Jesus in order to write his
gospel. That source was originally used to help convince Greek-speaking Jews that Jesus was indeed the longawaited messiah. Then, after the fall of the temple in Jerusalem, the Christian community was facing a different
struggle. The Christians were being blamed for Rome’s actions and were not welcome at the temple. Many of
the early Christian Jews were keeping their belief in Jesus a secret, so that they could still worship at the temple
and maintain their relationships with their Jewish neighbors and family. Many thought it was time for these
people to commit to being followers of Jesus and openly be part of the Christian community.
John’s gospel is rich with symbolic images. The second-to-last sentence of today’s gospel states that this was
the first of Jesus’ signs. There are seven signs in John’s gospel; each one points beyond the event itself to a
deeper understanding of Jesus’ significance. The last and greatest sign in John’s gospel is Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
Another way that John links this event with the death and resurrection is through Jesus’ reference to his “hour”
in verse 4. Throughout John’s gospel, “the hour” is used as the hour of Jesus’ death and resurrection. (2:4, 4:21,
5:25, 5:28, 7:30, 8:20, 12:23, 12:27, 13:1, 16:4, 16:21, 16:25, 16:32, 17:1, and 19:27)
In the Hebrew Scripture, the wedding banquet is a rich symbol for the final fulfillment of God’s relationship
with the chosen people. In this tradition, God is often described as the bridegroom.
The large water jars were on hand so the guests could perform purification rituals. Jesus asks that the jars be
filled with water and taken to the headwaiter. The water had been transformed into the finest of wines. At the
Last Supper, Jesus will take the wine and transform it into his own blood, which will be poured out on the cross
in the purest of sacrifices.
Jesus’ response to his mother as “woman” may sound harsh. However, in their time, this was a customary way
to address a woman. At the same time, to refer to one’s mother with this title without further amplification
would have been unusual. Young men in this culture had strong emotional ties to their mothers. But when they
entered puberty, the young men became the responsibility of the rest of the men, who were to prepare the young
men for the male adult roles in their culture. Physical punishment was commonly used as a tool to toughen
them. The young men sought emotional independence from women in general, and especially from their

mothers, and tried to reject their mothers’ claims on them. This would be particularly true in public situations
like the one described at the wedding feast. In this light, the behavior of both Mary and Jesus may express a
mother and her son trying to navigate new roles as adults within their culture. In one sense, the text
demonstrates Jesus trying to be a typical young man of his day. But the text also portrays Mary and Jesus
responding to one another and their guests with a compassion that would be more unusual for the day. For Mary
to then tell the servants to do whatever Jesus asked of them suggests that she knew another part of her son.
Jesus’ responses to Mary and to the needs of the culture after his initial comment to his mother also demonstrate
his inner strength.
Reflection Questions:
1. Think of a large family celebration like a large wedding and reception. What roles do different family
members play in order for these celebrations to go smoothly?
2. Recall the last celebration of this sort that you personally attended. What things stand out to you about that
experience?
3. Are you aware of events in your life that had greater symbolic importance than you realized at the time?
4. If you were one of Jesus’ early disciples and overheard his mother say to him that they have run out of wine,
what might have you whispered to one of the other disciples seated with you?
5. What might you have commented to that friend as you witnessed Mary going over to address the servants?
6. Then as Jesus went over to speak with the servant himself, what would you have been thinking? What
would you have been feeling?
7. It must have taken a good amount of time for the servants to get water from a well and fill six large jars with
water. What would have been the mood of Mary, Jesus, the servants, and the guests as word spread that they
were out of wine?
8. Can you take some time now to talk to God about Jesus’ relationship to his mother, his apparent reluctance
to do anything at this point to draw attention to himself, or some other thought or feeling that arose within
you from this text?
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Excerpts from the readings for January 16, 2022, the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

For Zion's sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until her vindication shines
forth like the dawn and her victory like a burning torch. Nations shall behold your vindication,
and all the kings your glory; you shall be called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of the Lord.
You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the Lord, a royal diadem held by your God.
No more shall people call you "Forsaken," or your land "Desolate," but you shall be called

"My Delight," and your land "Espoused." For the Lord delights in you and makes your land his spouse.
As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you;
and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you.

Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.
Sing to the Lord a new song; all you lands; bless his name. Announce his salvation, day after day.
Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
Give to the Lord, you families of nations, give to the Lord glory and praise due his name!
Worship the Lord in holy attire. Tremble before him, all the earth;
Say among the nations: The Lord is king. He governs the peoples with equity.

Brothers and sisters: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;
there are different forms of service but the same Lord;
there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.
To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom;
to another, the expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit;
to another, faith by the same Spirit; to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit;
to another, mighty deeds; to another, prophecy; to another, discernment of spirits;
to another, varieties of tongues; to another, interpretation of tongues.
But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them to each person as he wishes.

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples
were also invited. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine."
Jesus said to her, "Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come."
His mother said to the servers, "Do whatever he tells you." Now there were six stone water jars
there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons.
Jesus told them, "Fill the jars with water." So they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it.
When the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing where it came from
— although the servers who had drawn the water knew —, the headwaiter called the bridegroom and
said, "Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely,
an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this as the beginning
of his signs at Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him.
Excerpts from Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; and John 2:1-11
From Joe:
Friends,
Here are the gospel background and reflection questions for January 16th, as prepared by Franciscan
spiritual director Fr. Paul Gallagher. As we transition out of the Advent and Christmas seasons into ordinary
time, we also transition away from gospels related to the child Jesus and the precursors to his ministry, and we
get into the stories of the significant events at the beginning of his ministry. This week's gospel, from John,
relates the story of the wedding at Cana, where Jesus, after being asked by his mother to assist the wedding
host, performed his first miracle, turning water into choice wine. "Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs,
and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him."
The other readings also refer to miracles and mighty deeds, or use the symbol of a wedding feast to demonstrate
the joy and delight in the Lord. The first reading from Isaiah says, "The Lord delights in you. As a bridegroom
rejoices in his bride, so shall your God rejoice in you." Psalm 96 declares, "Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all

the nations. Tell his glory and his wondrous deeds. In the second reading, from 1 Corinthians, Paul
writes, “There are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God
who produces them. To each individual the manifestation of the spirit is given. To one is given the expression
of wisdom; to another, mighty deeds.”

