
Experience of Novice, Sister Mary Jane Schwartz 
Mission: St. Agnes, Green Bay, Wisconsin  

From January 2 through the 
9th I was on Mission Experi-
ence at St. Agnes in Green 
Bay. It was a beautiful and 
rewarding experience. While 
on Mission I was fortunate 
to observe and assist Sister 
Elena Gonzales in her third 
grade classroom at Holy 
Family School. It was amaz-

ing to be with Sister Elena in her classroom, and learn tips 
of how to run a classroom. The third-grade students were 
very helpful as I taught them Social Studies, and Math. I 
also worked in Pre-K 3,4, and Kindergarten. All the stu-
dents were a joy to be with. I was able to experience go-
ing to Mass at different parishes, and on Thursday I 
spent the day with Sister Jan Villemure and Sister Anne 
Marie Selinsky on their parish visits to the homebound. 
The evenings were filled with enjoyable moments of 
cards, puzzles, and watching the Packer game.  

As I reflect back on 
my Mission Experi-
ence, I feel very 
blessed in that dur-
ing this time, I was 
privileged to have 
many chances to 
see how God uses our gifts and talents in our apos-
tolic work. I saw not only the Sisters demonstrating 
their faith and work in their various jobs but also 

saw how the lay people would touch me in their 
ways of loving God. One example was a lady 

who was homebound: She used the early mornings, 
when she couldn’t sleep, to pray for anyone she saw 
on the street. It was a beautiful time of recognizing 
the importance of how a life of prayer and work grow 
and become one.  

Experience of Postulant, Catherine (Katie) Logan  
Mission: St. Benedict, Cambridge, Ohio 

I had a wonderful opportunity to join Sister Helen Marie 
Paul, Sister June Smith, Sister Mariadele Jacobs, Sister 
Carol Juckem, and Sister Sharon Paul for my Postulant 
Mission experience at St. Benedict Convent in Cam-
bridge, Ohio. Throughout the week I had a chance to 
spend time with each Sister to see their different minis-
tries at St. Benedict School and Christ Our Light Parish. 
What really struck me through the days was that I could 
see a true joy in each Sister as they interacted with stu-
dents, staff, parishioners, and residents. This joy and care 

are so impactful as each 
one of them are an out-
ward sign of God’s love 
and the Catholic church 
to the community they 
are serving and in the 
world. 

I was grateful that the 
students were returning to St. Benedict School as planned 
in person. Throughout the week I could see the excite-
ment of the youth to be around their peers and to be 
learning in the classroom even if they had to wear a mask. 
I would say the 2nd graders were definitely the most curi-
ous about who I was in relation to the Sisters and they 
had many great questions on the day I joined Sister Mari-
adele as she taught religion and then practiced for the 
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school Mass. All of the youth that I 
had an opportunity to meet were 
respectful and kind and were fun to 
be around. One of the highlights of 
the week was playing full court bas-
ketball with the 5th graders. They 
definitely kept me on my toes and 
tested my skills and it was great to 
be playing sports. I also was chal-
lenged to learn the recorder so I 
could play a couple songs with Sis-
ter Carol’s music class which went 
well and was a lot of fun. Then I listened to some singing 
practice and band practice and “flew” across the ocean in 
song and movement with the kiddos in preschool. Sister 
June gave me a glimpse at some of her daily duties in ad-
ministration support and her guitar skills with Sister Carol 
at the children’s mass. It was also fun to see the excitement 
of the youth coming 
into the library with 
Sister Helen Marie and 
to see how engaged the 
youth were as she read 
to them and as they 
chose their books.  

Outside of the school I 
was able to join Sister 
Sharon in her pastoral 
care role supporting 
those in the parish and 
visiting local nursing 
homes. 

I was so thankful for this mission experience to Cam-
bridge, Ohio. As a Postulant there is so much you are 
learning daily about religious life and our Franciscan com-
munity through the Formation daily structure in the moth-
erhouse with many wonderful Sisters. During my week live
-in experience, I had the chance to see what it is like for 
Sisters living in a Mission convent and that type of smaller 
community living. I was able to see how they support one 
another while also being immersed in the broader commu-

nity. Also, how spending time together in daily prayer/
Mass and in fellowship in the evenings is a part of what 
refreshes their daily life. The second day I was there it was 
so nice to walk down main street in Cambridge and to see 
what was still up from the Dickens Victorian Village which 
runs along main street over the Christmas Season taking 
you back to the 1850’s of England. There was something 
peaceful about the quiet streets and unique shops that 
lined Main Street. It was such a witness to experience the 
town and to see just a glimpse of an impact the Sisters are 
having on the Cambridge area through their prayer, pres-
ence, and works. Pax et Bonum! 

The winter mission experiences of Sister Concepción and 
Sister Maria Guadalupe will appear in the March edition of 
the Communigram. 

)RUPDWLRQ�0LVVLRQ�([SHULHQFHV��&RQWLQXHG�IURP�S���� 

 

6LVWHU�0DUOLWD�6KDUHV� 

Back on January 6, the day when the people of Mexico 
celebrate the Magi, Three Kings Day, we (staff, volunteers 
and shelter residents) enjoyed sharing a very large sweet 
bread called ROSCA de Reyes (ring shaped pastry of 
Kings), in which are baked several little statues of Baby 
Jesus, hidden from Herod. The tradition is that if your 
piece contains one of the statues, you treat with Tamales 
on Feb. 2, the old date of the end of the Christmas sea-
son. Guess who found a Baby Jesus? Yes, I did with Joan-
na, the director of Kino. We will share the responsibility. 
So, on Feb. 2 we will treat staff and volunteers present for 
the day with yummy tamales. 

Now, the process to MAKE good tamales is tedious and 
involved (ask Sr. Maria Guadalupe), so instead of trying 
make them myself, I have engaged one of the migrants to 
do so, and will pay her for her labor and ingredients. That 
way both of us will benefit. Joanna is going to try to make 
hers, if she has time. So early next week we will enjoy  
tamales for lunch, another common Mexican tradition. 

COVID has struck 5 staff members of Kino over the last 
few weeks so, we had to scramble a bit to cover jobs 
without hiring new people.       Sister Marlita Henseler 
         Kino Center 
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Franciscan Sisters of  Christian Charity received questions 
from Divine Mercy Catholic School, South Milwaukee fifth 
graders regarding our way of  life. In case there are others 
wondering about the same things, we thought we would share 
our responses here. 

Why do you wear only black and white? 

Our early Sisters chose black fabric, because it was easier to 
find and was not costly to keep purchasing. In the Rule, 
Francis does not prescribe any specific color for the habit of 
his followers, rather he invites them to “wear humble gar-
ments,” to “dress in cheap clothing” and wear “dull colors, 
like that of the earth”. If you visit Assisi, St. Francis’ habit is 
displayed. It fits this description and had many patches. Our 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity habit clearly identifies 
us as a community of Sisters. 

When you achieve the final steps of sisterhood, can you 
quit? 

In our order, sisters have 6-9 years of discernment before 
they make final vows. It is the hope that in that time, they 
have developed a strong commitment and can make a per-
manent decision on where God is calling them. 

Why do you only get 2 weeks to spend away? 

Religious life is like entering into a new family, and you need 
to devote most of your time to your new family. In our ex-
perience, two weeks has been plenty of time to be with par-
ents, siblings, and friends. Plus, we can make day trips to see 
our families if they live close by, which doesn’t add to the 
two-week total. Our Sisters have been able to see family for 
birthdays and around the holidays without a problem. They 
are present for weddings and funerals of those they love. 

Do you grow food? 

Many of our Sisters do enjoy gardening and some even plant 
and harvest vegetables. Our Sisters always had gardens in 
the early days. It was our source of food, along with the 
farm that we ran. Today, our gardens are not our main 
source of food. 

Why do you have to cut your hair when you become a 
sister? 

We don’t have to cut our hair when we become a sister, but 
short hair does allow more time for prayer and devoting 
ourselves to other activities. Many cut their hair when they 
become a novice as a symbol of leaving their former world 
and entering into a new one. Though, after leaving Noviti-
ate, it is entirely their choice what length of hair they would 
like. 

Are there ever any males in the convent with the sis-
ters? 

We are fortunate to have two guest houses and guest rooms 
on the property. This is often where family members and 
friends stay, including male visitors and priests. 

We have two friars that live in a friary near our Mother-
house. They take care of our sacramental needs. They eat 
with us in our cafeteria. We also employ some men who as-
sist with various jobs in maintenance on our buildings, 
properties and vehicles. We are grateful for these men who 
help us in so many ways. 

Do the sisters have to share a room? 

While our rooms can be small, we do not share a room. 

How could you tell that God was calling you into the 
vocation? 

One will never be 100% certain, but there are definitely 
strong nudges and indications that one is being called to reli-
gious life. Sister Cecilia Joy says: “I personally felt God was 
calling me to religious life because it just made sense. I saw 
friends getting married and was so excited for them. 
Though, it didn’t seem like the path that God was calling me 
to. It didn’t seem like the way Jesus was calling me to give 
my life to Him. I describe my life as a bunch of puzzle piec-
es, and the puzzle pieces formed themselves into an arrow 
and pointed to the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity.” 

Divine Mercy School, South Milwaukee 
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During this month of February, Pope Francis shares 
an intention close to our own hearts—namely he prays 
for us as he says: We pray for religious sisters and consecrated 
women; thanking them for their mission and their courage; may 
they continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times. 
We are quite aware of our own roles and contributions 
across our congregational history and often reflect up-
on what might be our own gift to the future. So, let us 
look beyond ourselves, to the broader picture of reli-
gious women throughout the Church. Let us consider 
this panorama of consecrated women through the lens 
of mission, courage in action and responses to the 
challenges of our time. 

Thank them for their mission 

The following quotations are taken from the Global 
Sisters Report. 

“Our life as mission calls us to consider the quality of 
our whole lives, not just what we "do." The way we are 
present to our own sisters in community is as much of 
the essence of ministry as whatever service we offer to 
this fractured world. " Sister Brenda Peddigrew, Sister 
of Mercy 

As members of the Congregation of Jesus, mission—
the service of others experiencing hunger, thirst, na-
kedness, violence, injustice or sickness—lies at the very 
heart of our spirituality. Our mission is to "find God in 
all things" not only in holy places, but also in ordinary 
life, "to refer all to God". Sister Mercy Shumbamhini, 
Congregation of Jesus 

We may also consider the fact that mission could be so 
very challenging. American Sisters educated African 
Americans at a time when it was wrong, and in some 
places illegal to do so. Two such women are Mother 
Mary Elizabeth Lange, a poor, Creole immigrant from 
Haiti and Saint Katharine Drexel, a Philadelphia social-
ite and the richest heiress in America. While they seem 
so different, the two shared the same mission of bat-

tling racism, establishing the first orders to help Afri-
can-American women enter the Catholic Church. 

Pope Francis also calls on the Church to thank reli-
gious women for their courage. Let us consider the 
courage displayed by many consecrated women over 
time. Much of this information was gleaned from an 
article from the African Sisters Education Collabora-
tive. 

Many American women’s orders came to the United 
States fleeing tyranny in France, Ireland and Great 
Britain. Because of this, Sisters were fearless pioneers 
that carried out their service while taking on mobs, 
riots, war, disease, discrimination and so much more. 

In the 1800s, Catholics in America faced many attacks, 
rooted in the anti-Catholic attitudes that British 
Protestants brought to the American colonies. Mobs 
burned down schools and other Catholic institutions. 
Priests and Sisters were attacked and even killed. Yet, 
by the mid-1800s, Catholicism was the largest religion 
in the United States but still faced attacks. One can 
consider some of the personalities among religious 
women who showed great courage. 

Sister Blandina Segale, a Sister of Charity, travelled 
alone to the unexplored lands of the American frontier 
on dusty trails and railroads. She spent much of her life 
as a missionary serving in the Southwest among cow-
boys, rustlers, and land sharks. 

The American Civil War is said to be the turning point 
of anti-Catholic attitudes. Much of this is owed to 
Catholic Sisters, who turned their convents into hospi-
tals to care for sick and injured soldiers. Religious 
women took over disease-ridden public hospitals, car-
ing for soldiers infected with cholera and other deadly 
diseases. American soldiers respected the discipline 
and fearless attitude of the Sisters. 

Sister Maura Clarke, a Maryknoll Sister, served as a 
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Sister Leonette Kochan shares on the Synod 
called by Pope Francis. She is a member of 
the General Administration of the 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. 
Previously, an elementary school teacher and 
principal in Wisconsin, Ohio and Arizona, 
she also served as Coordinator of the Diocese 
of Tucson Office of Human Life and 
Dignity. 

You are Invited by Pope Francis—to a Synod 

I am invited to a synod? What is a synod? 

A synod is a meeting or assembly of church leaders 
gathered to reach consensus on important issues. Right 
now, the Catholic Church has been called by Pope Francis 
to prepare for a Synod on Synodality, to convene in 2023. 

But, I am not a church leader. And, what does  
synodality mean? 

If Pope Francis were here to answer these questions, he 
might say: 

· Regarding who is to participate: “It is necessary to 
feel part of one great people who are the recipients 
of the divine promises . . .open to a future that 
awaits everyone to participate in the banquet 
prepared by God for all peoples.” (Pope Francis’ 
message to the people of Rome, Sept. 18, 2021) 

· In other words, ALL are welcome to walk together 
on this journey. The Pope has placed special 
emphasis on being inclusive, especially of people on 
the margins. 

· Secondly, being a synodal Church is what Vatican 
Council ll proclaimed the design of the Church to 
be, a community of listening, engaged and mission-
oriented people. 

· It is a design of church that is relational, 
collaborative and listening. 

How do I answer the invitation to participate in this 
synod? 

At this time, every Catholic diocese throughout the world 
is asked to develop a process for listening, inviting 
parishes to gather their people together to listen to each 
other and share answers to questions that synod leaders 

have asked to be considered. 

A start to becoming involved in the process could be to 
find out what one’s parish and/or diocese is doing to 
engage everyone in conversation and seek to participate in 
those efforts. 

In future monthly blogs, the following aspects of the  
synod will be addressed: )UDQFLVFDQ�6LVWHUV�1HZV�-�)UDQFLVFDQ�
6LVWHUV��IVFF-FDOOHGWREH�RUJ�� 

· Theme of the synod: COMMUNION,  
PARTICIPATION, MISSION 

· Deeper understanding of synodality 

· Essential questions to be discussed 

· The synod’s intended impact on our world today 

May the Spirit guide us as we accept the invitation to come 
on board to help our Church evolve into its fullest 
potential. 
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For the past twelve days, the Communications Department has 
been busy mailing the first set of rare books that have been 
purchased through Eaton Hudson on-line auction.  

Each book was wrapped firmly 
in tissue paper or Kraft paper 
to protect the binding. Bubble 
wrap and air pillows were used 
to pad the books all around. 

missionary in El Salvador, where a movement was under-
way to reform the country and there was a lot of political 
and religious unrest. She was ultimately killed there during 
the Cold War while fighting for a movement she strongly 
believed in. 

Sister Dorothy Stang, of the Congregation of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur (SND), was a missionary who was 
assassinated in the Amazon region of Brazil in 2005. She 
had lived in the country for nearly four decades and was 
known as a fierce defender of a sustainable development 
project for the Amazon forest. Sister Dorothy was out-
spoken in her efforts and often received death threats 
from loggers and land owners.  

So we see that the Holy Father is justified in desiring to 
give thanks for the work of women religious while recog-
nizing their courage in difficult times and circumstances. 
Finally, he asks that all pray for enlightenment for Sisters 
everywhere as they strive to find new responses to the 
challenges of our times. We again turn to the Global Sisters 

Report for some input. 

“We are to persevere, to be patient and meek. To adopt a 
sense of humor and be ready for joy, to boldly make an 
impact on this world, and to have passion for the poor: 
These are virtues that enlighten us and make our lives ho-
ly—"whole". Sister Thomas Limacher, Sister of the Holy 
Cross 

“In his message to his order, St. Francis of Assisi speaks of 
beginning again, a call to continuous renewal, through dai-
ly practice of virtue, until we hit the mark. Every day is an 
opportunity to change, to be better. He told us that we 
must persevere in doing good. This is our mission going 
forward.” Sister Henrietta Eziashe, Franciscan Sisters of 
Glasgow 

May these voices and examples coming to us from other 
places and other times inspire us to be and do all that Pope 
Francis and the Church dream for us to be, all that they 
need us to be.  

-XVW�*RVSHO��&RQWLQXHG�IURP�S���� 

To date, 34 orders have 
gone out in 39 packages 
ranging from .9 ounces 
to over 50 pounds.  

The order to the right 
includes over 60 books. 
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Sister Mary Jane Schwartz spent a week with the three of 
us at St. Agnes Green Bay from Jan. 2-9th for her Mission 
experience. We had a wonderful time together praying, 
sharing our ministries, doing things around the house as 
we live community, such as: cooking, sharing meals, clean-
ing, and recreating.  

The focus of her visit 
was ministry and com-
munity. She spent four 
days at Holy Family 
School in the preschool, 
kindergarten and third 
grade. She taught some 
lessons, as you can see in 
the picture taken in Sister 

Elena’s classroom. She also got to attend an all-school 
Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish for the feast of St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

Pastoral Care with Sister Jan and Sister Anne Marie was 
the second ministry experience she had. Sister Mary Jane 
toured the office where Sister Jan works and Sister Anne 
Marie volunteers.  

Sister Mary Jane also visited three homes: Delores Dorsey, 
Bea Klarner and Theresa Kennedy with Sister Jan and one 
with Sister Anne Marie: Gertie Baranczyk. By the way, 
many of you know Gertie’s son, Ray Barnaczyk who 
coached at Roncalli for many years. Our lives are connect-
ed in so many ways. 

Meeting Delores’s black and white cat named “Kitty” was 
an added perk of the visit. Sister Carol Juckem and Sister 
Helen Marie Paul are finishing a quilt for Delores who is 
not able to see well enough to complete it. Our visits and 
bringing Eucharist to people is not the only help we can 
give them. Sometimes it is connecting people to those who 
can help them in their time of need that is important.  

Bea Klarner is Sister Martha Mary Carpenter’s aunt. Bea 
loves to meet our community members. Sister Elena knew 
Auntie Bea from her days in Bapchule. Sister helps Sister 
Jan with some of the visits to Bea. Both of us are uplifted 
every visit, since Bea truly lives life fully each day. 

Gertie and Sister Mary Jane share a love of puzzles. Gertie 
had many new ones recently received for Christmas and 
gifted Sister Mary Jane with two of them.  

Community experiences included praying, playing, and 
working with us. Chapel was beautiful for our little four-
some to pray during this Christmas time. Card playing is a 
common recreation for the three of us. Sister Mary Jane 
has great card sense and enjoys cards. She knew Hand and 
Foot, so it was easy to teach her Samba, another version of 
that game. Working on a 1000-piece puzzle challenged us 
in between other activities. Touring Titletown area around 
Lambeau Field and watching the Packer games both Sun-
days, was a highlight of the week. Sister Anne Marie made 
sure she had beads, pom poms, towels, and flags for the 
occasion. Grocery shopping and visiting the pet store with 
Sister Elena to supply “Poncho,” the class pet goldfish in 
third grade was fun, too. 

Part of daily living is preparing and enjoying meals togeth-
er. Sister Mary Jane made a delicious strawberry spinach 
salad with homemade poppy seed dressing for our Sunday 
meal. Her recipe was from Sister Annette Kurey, who 
taught some cooking lessons to the novices. Sister 
Mary  Jane baked some gluten free cookies to take home 
with her, but generously let us enjoy some too. We or-
dered food in during the week for Sister Jan’s un-feastday 
on Tuesday and again on a Saturday night when we picked 
up burgers and shakes. Generous benefactors blessed us 
with gift cards we could share. 

We hope Sister Mary Jane can return sometime, since she 
was right at home with us and we with her.  

–Sister Jan Villemure, Sister Anne Marie Selinsky, and Sister Elena Gonzales 
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Manitowoc, Wisconsin—Sunday, January 16, was a day at St. Francis Convent to celebrate winter 
in its many forms. The universal workers had decorated our dining room in Winter Wonder-
land style with snowflakes, icicles, and white lights.  

The group in charge of our January gathering, Sisters: Rosita Bunge, Lorita Gaffney, Donalise 
Popelka, Anne Marie Lom and Carol Ann Gambsky, wanted to give the Sisters an opportuni-
ty to engage in winter wondering. Sister Rosita created a word search using winter words, Sis-
ter Lorita guided the Sisters through that search, offered prizes for words found and suggest-
ed each table write a winter story using some of the words. Sister Donalise folded thin, white 
paper for each Sister to create a snowflake and directed the Sisters through that activity. Sister 
Carol Ann created the outline of a chubby snowman and Sisters were invited to come for-
ward, close their eyes, and add a nose, hat, buttons, arms, pockets, and other décor to the 
snowman. Sister Anne Marie organized hot chocolate, marshmallows, and generous mugs to 
complete the gathering. Ask any St. Francis Sister if you want another “dose” of winter magic. 


