June 26, 2022
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 9:51-62
When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he
sent messengers ahead of him.
On the way they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his reception there, but they would not welcome him
because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this they asked,
“Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” Jesus rebuked them, and they
journeyed to another village.
As they were proceeding on their journey someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus
answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nets, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his
head.”
And to another he said, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.” But he
answered him, “let the dead bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”
And another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my family at home.” To him Jesus
said, “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.”
Background:
On the last few Sundays the Church has celebrated the feasts of Pentecost, Holy Trinity, and the Body and
Blood of Christ. This Sunday the Church returns to the readings for the Sundays of Ordinary time. The gospel
readings will have the general pattern of following one upon the other, one Sunday to the next, through Luke’s
gospel. The background material will note how one gospel text follows on the previous, also noting the verses
that are skipped between the two Sunday gospels. Hopefully this will help the reader have a sense of the flow of
the text as a gospel, and not just isolated texts.
Preceding this Sunday’s gospel, Jesus has been praying alone, and at some point he turned to the disciples and
asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” (Luke 9:18) Peter’s reply was that he believed Jesus to be the
“Christ of God.” Jesus then began to reveal to them what that really means, telling them he would be rejected by
the leaders, be killed, and then rise on the third day. As the disciples were privileged with this information, they
were also told not to tell others.
Luke also describes Jesus’ instruction to the disciples about the nature of their relationship as disciples. Luke
then records his description of the Transfiguration. After this, as they come down the mountain, Jesus
encounters a man whose son is possessed by a demon, and Jesus heals the boy. While the disciples are still
amazed by what had happened, Jesus predicts a second time that he will be handed over, and he talks again
about the nature of being his disciple.
In these verses, Luke is describing how Jesus is unfolding his relationship with the disciples, and the true nature
of his mission. Even as they are given a privileged understanding of who Jesus is, he is also making it clear
what is expected of them. Jesus will continue to unfold his relationship with the disciples for the next ten
chapters of Luke’s gospel, and then he enters Jerusalem in Chapter 19. The first verse of this week’s gospel
states clearly that Jerusalem is Jesus’ destination. This is as much a spiritual journey as geographical. The
disciples in Jesus’ inner circle are being invited to join him.
Key to appreciating the gospel text for this Sunday is understanding the animosity between the Jews and the
Samaritans, which has a 700-year history. About 721 BC the Assyrians defeated the northern kingdom, Israel.
Many people were deported, and aliens resettled the Jewish land. Many of the Jews who remained intermarried

with these aliens. When the Jews returned from captivity 200 years later, they were angry that those who were
able to remain were not faithful to their Jewish traditions, and many had also intermarried with their new alien
neighbors. The animosity was so great that they were not permitted to help in the rebuilding of the temple. In
time the Samaritans built their own temple to Yahweh on Mount Gerizim. Hostility and disagreement about
proper worship of Yahweh interlaces the relationship between Judeans and Samaritans. During Passover about
the year 6 A.D., some Samaritans desecrated the temple in Jerusalem by throwing bones throughout the temple.
About 45 years later the Samaritans of the village of Gema murdered a pilgrim on the way to Jerusalem for
Passover. Some Judeans responded by burning their village to the ground and killings its inhabitants.
Matthew’s gospel presents a more distant relationship between Jesus and Samaritans. In Matthew, Jesus tells his
disciples not to even enter the Samaritan towns (10:5). Luke’s gospel expresses a different attitude, and there
are several examples. In the text for today, Jesus rebukes the two disciples who would destroy this Samaritan
town. The 10th chapter of Luke contains the parable of the “Good Samaritan.” The Samaritan leper who returns
to thank Jesus for being cured is not instructed to make the customary offering in the Temple of Jerusalem
(Luke 17:11-19). It would seem as if Luke has intentionally moved toward a more reconciling presentation of
Jesus’ attitude toward the Samaritans.
In the last six verses of today’s gospel, it may seem like Jesus is discouraging those who would become his
disciples. In verses 57 and 58, his comments seem to discourage one who may want to join him. In the
remaining verses, Jesus invites two men to become followers, but he seems to have no patience for their need to
fulfill social obligations to family. The admonitions are given to nameless would-be followers. Therefore, they
are understood to be part of Jesus’ instruction on the kind of commitment that is expected of his disciples. Their
inclusion in the gospel is also a subtle admonition that the early Christians need to reflect on their fully living
their initial full commitment to living discipleship.
Reflection Questions:
1. The comments and attitudes of other Christians that I have found personally discouraging at times have
been…
2. When I heard James and John in today’s gospel ask Jesus if he wants them to call down fire from heaven, I
thought…
3. Have you ever had thoughts like James and John? What were the circumstances? How do you think God
was responding to you then? And now?
4. Has there ever been a point in your life when you were saying to Jesus that you would follow him wherever
he goes?
5. Are you still saying that today?
6. Can you talk with God about the kind of welcome you think you have received from God, from the church,
and from the world as one of Jesus’s followers?
The gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by
Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel.
To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to annemarie.lom@gmail.com
Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will
take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or
comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the
following Friday when the new material is posted.
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Excerpts from the readings for June 26, 2022, the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Lord said to Elijah: "You shall anoint Elisha, son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah,
as prophet to succeed you." Elijah set out and came upon Elisha, son of Shaphat,
as he was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen; he was following the twelfth.
Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left the oxen, ran after
Elijah, and said, "Please, let me kiss my father and mother goodbye, and I will follow you."
Elijah answered, "Go back! Have I done anything to you?" Elisha left him, and taking the
yoke of oxen, slaughtered them; he used the plowing equipment for fuel to boil their flesh,
and gave it to his people to eat. Then Elisha left and followed Elijah as his attendant.
You are my inheritance, O Lord. Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge; I say
to the Lord, "O my Lord, my allotted portion and my cup, you it is who hold fast my lot."
I bless the Lord who counsels me; even in the night my heart exhorts me.
I set the Lord ever before me; with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.
Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, my body, too, abides in confidence
because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, nor will you suffer your
faithful one to undergo corruption. You will show me the path to life,
fullness of joys in your presence, the delights at your right hand forever.
Brothers and sisters: For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit
again to the yoke of slavery. For you were called for freedom, brothers and sisters.
But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another through love.
For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, namely, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
But if you go on biting and devouring one another, beware that you are not consumed by one another.
I say, then: live by the Spirit and you will certainly not gratify the desire of the flesh.
For the flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
these are opposed to each other, so that you may not do what you want.
But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
Jesus resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of him.
On the way they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his reception there,
but they would not welcome him because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem.
When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call down fire
from heaven to consume them?" Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village.
As they were proceeding someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." Jesus answered him,
"Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
And to another he said, "Follow me." But he replied, "Lord, let me go first and bury my father."
But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God."
Another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my family at home." Jesus said,
"No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God."
Excerpts from 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21; Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7- 11; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; and Luke 9:51-62
Friends,
Here are the gospel background and reflection questions for June 26th, as prepared by Franciscan
spiritual director Fr. Paul Gallagher. The gospel from Luke begins as Jesus sets out on a journey to Jerusalem.
First, he is not welcomed in a Samaritan town, because of his destination. Then he responds to two different
people who say they will follow him, and he directly invites another to follow him. Two of the three have

something they want to do first. In succession, he tells them, "Foxes have dens, birds have nests; but the Son of
Man has nowhere to rest his head. No one who sets a hand to the plow and then looks to what was left behind is
fit for the kingdom of God. Let the dead bury their dead. You, go and proclaim the kingdom of God."
The other readings also have references to invitations to follow a new course under a new guide, and references
to separation from a yoke. In the first reading from 1 Kings, when Elijah is instructed by God to anoint Elisha
to succeed him, he finds him plowing, following a yoke of oxen. Elisha asks, "Let me kiss my father and mother
goodbye, and I will follow you." Using plow equipment as fuel, Elisha prepares the oxen as food for his people,
and then he follows Elijah. Psalm 16 proclaims, "I set the Lord ever before me. You will show me the path of
life. You will not abandon my soul to the nether world." In the second reading, Paul writes to
the Galatians: "Christ set us free. Do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh. Serve one another.
Live by the Spirit. If you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Do not submit again to the yoke of
slavery."
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i May the Word light your way each day!

