
Founders’ Day 2022 was a blessing which initiated Found-
ers’ Week, a time of focus on our Community’s aim to re-
main rooted in prayer. Our November 9th commemoration 
found Sister Catherine Peter Logan opening a set of prayer 
stations celebrating various aspects of our history through 
meditative readings and actions. Stations aimed to be spots 
of beauty displaying photos and artifacts. Each also was 
stocked with copies of a station guide sheet composed by 
Sister Catherine Peter. These sheets presented some his-
torical background, a reflection and directions for a medi-
tative action. Materials for completing each action were 
supplied at each station. 

Each day of Founders’ week found sisters sitting at the 
various stations or walking quietly among the many archiv-
al treasures displayed. Themes presented in the stations 

included: Mission Tree (Reflections on our Mission expe-
riences); God’s Presence (Our ministry in Bapchule over 
the decades); Seasons of Change (Use of technology in 
our history); Our Father’s Love (Changes in the form of 
our prayer over time); Divine Providence (Our health 
care ministry of Holy Family Memorial Hospital); and 
Gift of Music (Our heritage in the fine arts particularly 
through the ministry of Holy Family Conservatory). 

Sister Catherine Peter also provided a website which 
gave a feel for the whole prayerful experience. You may 
find this site at https://fsccprayer.wixsite.com/prayer. 
Sister also plans to make a DVD of the stations along 
with copies of the reflection sheets for each station 
available this summer for those who did not get to 
visit during Founders’ Week. 

The week reminded us all of the many ways God has 
blessed us in the past, of how he blesses us with so 
many prayerful Sisters now, and what a graced fu-

ture awaits us in the gifts and prayerfulness of the 
young.   –Sister Kathleen Murphy,  
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Manitowoc, Wisconsin—In response to a request from 
Roxanne Miner, Froedert/HFM Director of Pastoral Care 
and Mission, Sister Nancy Kinate and Sister Kay Klackner 
began planning the culminating event marking the 125th 
Anniversary of Holy Family Hospital. This event featured 
a visit from four historical Sisters whose leadership and 
service “built” the hospital—Sister Mary Ann Tupy as 
Mother Alexia Fullmer, Sister Kay Klackner as Sister Rein-
hardt Herold, Sister Maria Goretti Scandaliato as Sister 
Seraphica Oyen, and Sister Marcolette Madden as Sister 
Clarence Hennessy. 

Sister Nancy collaborated with Sister Caritas Strodthoff to 
collect biographical information from the Motherhouse 
and hospital archives. In preparation for writing her 
presentation, Sisters Mary Ann, Kay, Maria Goretti, and 
Marcolette each researched her particular historical per-
sonality by studying the primary sources and crafting select 
excerpts. 

As part of the dress rehearsal that Sister Nancy facilitated 
on October 20, and again on the day of the hospital visit, 
November 8, Sister Mariella Erdmann fitted the four Sis-
ters in the old habits, including cords, coifs and collars she 
had starched and ironed. She skillfully tightened wimples 
and pinned veils to coifs so that each Sister’s attire was 
befitting a religious Sister of that era.  

What follows are some snapshots of the historical Sisters’ 
presentations. 

Sister Mary Ann shares her summary: 

Mother Alexia Fuller was born in Manitowoc Rapids No-
vember 9, 1854. Her father, Joseph Fullmer, was of Ger-
man descent and her mother, Margaret (Whelan) Fullmer, 
was of Irish descent. 

As a little girl she knew Mother 
Gabriel, who is the foundress of 
our religious community. The 
Fullmers’ often gave her rides in 
their buggy so she could attend 
Sunday Mass. “Mother Gabriel 
referred to me as ‘little chunky 
Pauline’”. Later when I entered 
Community I remained chunky 
but instead of being called Pauline I was given the name 
Sister Alexia.” 

Mother Alexia was a teacher for 10 years and then at the 
young age of 31 I was elected Mother General of our 
Franciscan Community. She held that position for five 
terms. It was during her second and third terms she saw 
the need for better health care in the areas where our Sis-
ters were teaching and opened two hospitals; one in Za-
nesville, Ohio and one in Manitowoc. She also opened a 
home for the aged in West Point, Nebraska. 

Mother Alexia was in leadership when we celebrated our 
25 years as a Community and 25 years later when we cele-
brated our 50 years as a Community. Her birthday just 
happened to fall on November 9th, the official date of the 
founding of our Community.  

Sister Maria Goretti shares her summary: 

Sister Seraphica Oyen was 
born in Hildesheim Germany 
November 10, 1844. She was 
already a certified teacher be-
fore she entered the Poor 
School Sisters of St. Francis in 
Gieboldehausen, Germany. 
Sister was among the German 
Sisters who came over to 

Heritage Visit at Froedert/HFM on November 8, 2022 
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America during the Kulturkumpf. 

“Lack of health care in Manitowoc led many people to 
campaign for the establishment of a hospital. Our Sisters 
responded to the need and opened a 12-bed hospital in 
1881. Having had education in pharmaceuticals and care of 
the sick, I was made administrator. This first hospital was 
eventually closed because it was too small and inadequate 
to serve so much need. Eventually, our Sisters made a 
large loan and mortgaged our Motherhouse property and 
buildings in order to finance a more suitable hospital.  The 
new hospital was opened in September, 1899 with three 
floors, 37 rooms, electricity, a passenger elevator, and 
lights. Thirteen Sisters were assigned to the hospital. They 
nursed the sick, cooked, served meals, washed dishes, did 
laundry, cleaned, fired the furnace, tended the garden, fed 
the animals, and went begging for the hospital. We worked 
hard, but we were about God’s glory and care of suffering 
humanity.”   

Sister Marcolette shares her summary: 

Sister Clarence Hennessy (1872
-1939) was one of the original 
thirteen Sisters who served at 
Holy Family Hospital in 1899. 
After growing up in Ironwood, 
MI, Mary entered the Francis-
can Sisters of Christian Charity 
in 1898 and was professed in 
1900 at the age of 25. Her first 
and only missioning assignment 
was Holy Family Hospital 
where her service spanned 40 
years, first as a gardener, and then as a cook. Based on 
facts, and in her own homey way, Sister Clarence tells her 
story of the hospital’s beginnings.   

“Glory be to St. Patrick!” That first year Sister Eugene sent 
food from the Motherhouse. The next year Mother Augus-
tine advised us that we could no longer depend on the 
Motherhouse for food. “Remember, Sister Clarence, that 
sauerkraut is a staple.” Tis a wonder the likes of me, a wee 
lass from Wexford, Ireland, would learn to enjoy making 
sauerkraut!   

Throughout my 40 years at the hospital, including the De-
pression era (1929-1933), we shared what we had in ex-

tending hospitality to all who came to our door: patients, 
men who had no work, and sailors. I hear that to this day 
hospitality remains a hallmark of HFM.” 

Sister Kay shares her summary:  

Sister Reinhardt Herold was 
born on February 22, 1897 in 
Norman, WI. She entered the 
convent in 1917 at the age of 
20. Four years later she began 
her mission at Holy Family 
Hospital serving 54 years in 
the hospital kitchen. Even 
after retiring she remained 
and visited patients. 

Sister’s claim to fame was her bread. Employees enjoyed 
the smell of her bread. She provided bread for the hospital 
and sold it to employees and guests, often for building 
fundraisers at the hospital and even for the college. She 
had a soft spot in her heart for the nursing students.  

Sister enjoyed keeping logs. One log counted the number 
of daily meals—most days over 700. Another log she dili-
gently kept was the canning done each year. One of her 
notebooks records a day in the kitchen. In detail she re-
lates all the hustle and bustle of the day, particularly the 
morning. Prayer time, you ask? Well, the kitchen Sisters 
tried to get to 6am Mass and 7pm benediction on time. 
Private prayer was at 9pm when returning to one’s room. 
Her notebooks record a special intention she prayed for at 
every hour reminding herself of being in God’s presence in 
the chaos of the day. 

Reflecting on the experience, Sister Nancy shares: “What a 
great Heritage Event! The historical Sisters were wonder-
ful! They were an amazing group with whom to work. It 
definitely was a community effort and what a blessing that 
is. I am so happy that [Novice] Sister Catherine Peter and 
[Postulant] Michelle could join us as well.” 

Sister Pamela Biehl was asked to chauffeur the Sisters: "I 
was honored to be a small part of that project and was so 
glad I could hear the Sisters tell their story which was so 
interesting. I loved that they shared more than just the 
facts and we were able to get an inside "glimpse" of what 
their life was like.”  
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December finds us wrapped in the purple of Advent 
with its growing sense of light. This is the one time of 
year when we hear about many “good news” stories of 
generosity and care. This reality makes Pope Francis’ 
intention for the month particularly apropos. The in-
tention is: That volunteer non-profit organizations committed 
to human development find people dedicated to the common good 
and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation. 

Despite the overwhelming level of violence and intol-
erance that bombards us daily, we cannot deny the fact 
that God’s love lives in the hearts of countless individ-
uals and groups dedicated to charitable activities. In 
line with the Pope’s thought, we look at just three such 
organizations that identify as Catholic. You will note 
that the section on each group is begun with their web-
site so that you can learn more about their work if you 
wish. 

Caritas.us 

Following up on last month’s in-
tention, this group focuses on 
helping children in need. Their 
Mission and Vision Statements 

offer a clear picture of their work. Mission Statement: 
As a Catholic ministry, our mission is to build global 
relationships that reflect the universal call to “love 
God with one’s whole heart and one’s neighbor as 
oneself.” (Matt. 22:37-40). 

Vision Statement: The vision of CARITAS For Chil-
dren is to create a worldwide community of sponsors 
and beneficiaries, where relationships of compassion, 
generosity, and love foster the practice of true chari-
ty…a “living caritas.” The call to live Gospel values is 
surely alive in the ministry of this group. 

https://www.monafoundation.org 

Next, we take a look at the nature and 
work of the Mona Foundation. This 
group works for change and growth 

with a high level of local involvement. They describe 
their efforts as follows: We support grassroots initia-
tives around the world that educate all children, em-
power women and girls, and emphasize service to the 
community. These include schools in economically 
disadvantaged areas which focus on quality of learning 
and teaching, fine arts and character development to 
train capable, ethical and altruistic leaders who contrib-
ute to the betterment of their families, communities, 
and ultimately their nation. 

They have a well-developed set of core principles that 
form their theory of change. These principles are as 
follows: 

· Change is sustainable when the local community 
is the principal actor in defining, analyzing and 
solving its own problems. 

· Change is a process, not an event, and requires 
long-term commitment. 

· Change requires capacity-building at the grass-
roots. 

https://laymissionhelpers.org 

Finally, we look at the Lay 
Mission-Helpers. This group 
is a clearing house of sorts 
where one can go to find an 
organization that sponsors 
Mission workers in various locations doing various 
types of service. Their founding story is worthy of our 
consideration. 

LMH had its humble beginnings through a transforma-
tive event in the life of Msgr. Anthony Brouwers, the 
then Los Angeles Archdiocesan Director of the Propa-
gation of the Faith. In 1954, Msgr. Brouwers traveled 
to Lagos, Nigeria for the Marian Congress. After the 
Congress, he traveled throughout Africa by train and 
boat, on foot, in trucks, jeeps and by motorcycle. He 
met with sisters, priests and bishops who were bur-

By Sister Kathleen Murphy 
Social Justice Commission 

Continued on page 5. 



Stevens Point, Wisconsin— ‘Journey to our eternal home’ was 
the theme of the Franciscans Downtown memorial service 
on November 12, 2022. Twenty-one individuals were spe-
cially remembered with Six-Word Memoirs and the sound 
of the musical bowl for their presence in this place in 
which every person is reverenced as a story to be told.  

For eight years Franciscans Downtown has been a store-
front of hospitality for all, helping to create a culture of 
empathy and resilience in the Stevens Point area. Francis-
can Friar of the Assumption Province Fr. Placid Stroik, 

Holy Family Convent Chaplain and Franciscans Down-
town Coordinator, organized the tribute. Provincial Fr. Jim 
Gannon led the prayer supported by a crowd of fifty-four 
volunteer staff members and donors from around the 
country, local parishes and benefactors. Franciscan Sisters 
of Christian Charity—Sisters Theresa Feldkamp, Elaine 
Turba, Julie Ann Sheahan, Myra Jean Sweigart and Kath-
leen Murphy—were invited to provide music. Food served 
included pizza, Graffiti’s pasta and garlic bread and a piece 
of Teddy Bear cake for dessert.  

–Sister Julie Ann Sheahan 
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dened with hundreds of tasks they were neither trained, 
nor in many cases, qualified to do—everything from car-
ing for the sick, to publishing newspapers, trying to lay 
bricks, pulling teeth and repairing diesel engines. 

Returning to Los Angeles in 1955 he founded the Lay 
Mission-Helpers Association (LMH) to help with these 
many needs. LMH became the first program in the United 
States to send lay Catholics to serve in the foreign mis-
sions.  

Those wishing to work with LMH must participate in a 
four-month Formation Program. It is designed to help 
candidates develop the tools necessary to succeed in their 
mission service. The program includes spiritual develop-
ment, study of cross-cultural issues, and personal develop-

ment in communication and healthy community living. 
Again, this seems to be a group walking in the footsteps of 
Jesus. 

We end our reflections with another phrase from our daily 
prayer. We consider the words, Grace fills our hearts, and we 
receive a pledge of the glory to come. As we pray about the dedi-
cated work and spirit of just these few groups, we can see 
grace at work in our world. The good work these organi-
zations do is truly a taste of the kingdom and a pledge of 
the glory to come. Let us bring them and many others 
who serve similarly to the Eucharist with us daily. Let us 
pray that the Gospel will continue to be their guide and 
that the Eucharist will nourish and strengthen them in 
their service. 

Just Gospel continued from page 4 

Provincial Fr. Jim Gannon, OFM led the 
prayer service and gave a reflection. 

Photos by CmaxPix, Mike Carter 

Sister Theresa Feldkamp, Sister Elaine 
Turba, Sister Julie Ann Sheahan, Sister 
Myra Jean Sweigart and Sister Kathleen 
Murphy provided the music. 

Fr. Placid Stroik, OFM organized the 
event to remember those individuals who 
frequented Franciscans Downtown and  
died since its opening.  

Sisters Provided Music for Franciscans Downtown Memorial Service 



Celebrating CNA Michelle 

It’s time to celebrate our FSCC Pos-
tulant, Michelle Marie Ozuna, for 
being honored as the CNA of the 
Week! This good news is most de-
serving of Michelle as she ministers 
to our St. Rita Sisters with a very 
helpful, joy-filled spirit.   

Michelle shared that the representa-
tive from “Quality CNA” told her 
that only one person is selected from 
a different region each week; the se-
lection is based on the questionnaire 
Michelle completed at the time of her 

training this past Fall 2022. The train-
ing agency covers the entire state of 
Wisconsin. 

When Michelle was asked about her 
experiences serving our Sisters in St. 
Rita’s, she shared the following: “I 
consider it a privilege to be able to 
help care for the Sisters alongside the 
very committed, hardworking, and 
wonderful staff of Nurses, CNA’s 
and Housekeepers. I have learned so 
much in regards to being a good 
CNA and co-worker within St. 
Rita’s.” The St. Rita lay employees 
sum up their experiences ministering 
with Michelle as her presence being 
“compassionate, fabulous, friendly, a 
quick learner and very responsible” 
to mention only a few positive traits. 
They state: “We love her.” 

Many times, we tell our St. Rita Sis-
ters that their ministry is sharing with 

others the meaning of being a Fran-
ciscan Sister of Christian Charity. 
Michelle affirms that this is happen-
ing when she states: “I enjoy learning 
firsthand what it really means to be a 
Franciscan Sister of Christian Chari-
ty, not just by their words but in the 
actions of the resident Sisters of St. 
Rita’s towards each other and oth-
ers.” We congratulate Michelle and 
our St. Rita Sisters!  

–St. Rita’s Sister Team 
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A NaPro Sequel on the Road 
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Some say that sequel movies/
books are never as good as the 
original. The folks in North Car-
olina who planned an April 
event around my presentation of 
Humanae vitae, decided to test 
the veracity of that maxim. In 
October, they brought me back 
to the Raleigh diocese to present 
the Church's teaching on sequel 
issues to contraception and family planning, (e.g., infertili-
ty and IVF as well as a myriad of other women's health 
issues). I always view my presentations through the lens of 
participants. This comment convinced me that if the Light 
of the Holy Spirit thoroughly saturates speaker and partici-
pants, a second round can be as effective as the first. 

One participant put it well: 
"I know I represent the view of all the 
people around me at this event. Your ser-
vice in catechizing us last April and again 
tonight on a virtue ethics perspective of 
marriage, sexuality and procreation and 
how that plays out within our family plan-
ning choices, lit a fire here in the Raleigh 
diocese that will continue to burn for a 
long while. I'm praying (hoping) that we 

will see you for round three SOON." 

P.S. There's a cute story with the attached picture. These two women 
and I continued a conversation long after everyone had left the lectures. 
Finally, the hosts turned off the lights, inviting us to continue the discus-
sion outside! They were just teasing, of course.  

–Sister Renée Mirkes 

Michelle and Sister Georgiana Rank 
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Tucson, Arizona—The cele-
bration of Vocation Aware-
ness Week coincides with 
San Miguel High School's 
Career Day! The tables of 
the Lasallian Brothers and 
the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity are always 
an interesting draw for the 
students. This year Sister 
Marlita Henseler was able 
to join Sister Mary Ann 
Spanjers for the afternoon 
of giving away bracelets, 
bookmarks, cross necklaces 
and enjoy many questions 
from the students. 

–Sister Mary Ann Spanjers 

Vocation Awareness Week Coincides 
with Career Day 

Soft Demolition Continues on College 

November 2, work has begun on  
second floor of Clare Hall 

November 9, windows are out of  
second floor of Clare Hall 

November 17, the fire department is 
practicing drills on 3rd and 4th floors 

November 17, third floor is open November 21, “giant magnet” pulls out 
scrap metal for salvage 

November 23, windows are out of first 
second and third floors of Clare Hall 

Cambridge, Ohio—Trunk or Treat was held at 
St. Benedict’s School parking lot on Thurs-
day, October 27, 2022, with many students 
and parents participating. The trunks were 
decorated & there were many different cos-
tumes. There were many treats and the gym 
was opened with games for the children. 

–Sister Sharon Paul 

Sister Helen Marie Paul and Sister Mariadele Jacobs 
posed with a number of the Trunk or Treat participants.  
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Remembering Our Deceased Sisters 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin—Carrying candles 
during the entrance procession for the 
Mass on November 2, the Feast of All 
Souls, the Sisters at the Motherhouse re-
membered seven Sisters who died since 
November 1, 2021. 

Pictured front row l to r: Sisters Paschal 
Baylon Klarkowski (May 7, 2022), Anto-
nita Diederich (Nov. 15, 2021), Carol 
Stiefvater (Nov. 25, 2021), and Rosangela 
Weiland (Jan. 1, 2022). Back row l to r: 
Sisters Jane Marie Loderbauer (July 17, 
2022), Martina Van Ryzin (October 31, 
2022) and Mary Lee Schommer (Feb. 17, 
2022). 

Sisters Paschal Baylon, Antonita, Carol, Rosan-
gela, Jane Marie, Martina and Mary Lee please 
intercede for us on behalf of vocations. May the 
Lord shine His face upon you and give you peace.  

Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity who died between  
November 1, 2021 and November 1, 2022.  

FRANCISCAN  S ISTERS   
OF  C HRISTIAN  C HARITY  
Holy Family Convent 
2409 S Alverno Rd 
Manitowoc, WI 54220 

 


