
Le
st 

W
e 

Fo
rg

et
... 

   Heritage Happenings 
Archives Office 

June 2023 

TheÊnewÊ1890ÊwingÊhasÊbeenÊfinishedÊandÊMotherÊAlexiaÊisÊelect-
edÊSuperiorÊofÊtheÊCommunity.ÊÊDuringÊherÊ20ÊyearsÊmanyÊchang-
esÊwereÊseenÊinÊtheÊcommunity.ÊAtÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊherÊgovern-
ment,ÊtheÊcommunityÊconsistedÊofÊ141Ê

ProfessedÊSisters,Ê35Ênovices,ÊandÊ36Êcandidates.ÊTheÊ
SistersÊconductedÊ42ÊparochialÊschoolsÊandÊtheÊInsƟtuteÊ
ofÊtheÊHolyÊFamilyÊforÊyoungÊladiesÊatÊtheÊMotherhouse. 

March 1892 theÊbeauƟfulÊHolyÊFamilyÊPietaÊ
betweenÊfirstÊandÊsecondÊfloorÊwasÊdonat-
edÊbyÊfriendsÊfromÊKaukauna. 
ÊIn October 1892 SisterÊHilariaÊSchaefer’sÊfatherÊdonatedÊ$200Ê
toÊhaveÊaÊporchÊbuiltÊoffÊtheÊsecondÊfloorÊofÊtheÊ1890ÊinfirmaryÊ
secƟonÊforÊtheÊcomfortÊandÊpleasureÊofÊtheÊailingÊSistersÊwhoÊ
couldÊnowÊgetÊoutsideÊandÊwalkÊaÊbitÊinÊtheÊfreshÊair.Ê 

Never a Dull Moment: Twenty Years with Mother Alexia 

 OnÊSeptember 27, 1893 LeopoldÊSƟegerÊdiedÊandÊwasÊburiedÊ
inÊourÊcemetery.ÊHeÊwasÊaÊfaithfulÊworkerÊforÊtheÊSistersÊfromÊ1879Ê
(beforeÊtheÊ1881Êfire)ÊforÊ17Êyears.ÊHeÊwasÊbornÊinÊGermanyÊinÊ1823.Ê 

In September of 1894 laundryÊimprovementsÊwereÊneeded.ÊMotherÊ
AlexiaÊwasÊtryingÊtoÊfindÊaÊmeansÊofÊrelievingÊtheÊSistersÊinÊchargeÊofÊtheÊ
laundry.ÊWithÊtheÊincreaseÊinÊnumbersÊandÊtheÊpoorÊarrangementÊofÊtheÊ
laundry,ÊwashingÊhadÊbecomeÊquiteÊaÊburden.ÊAÊSteamÊLaundryÊPlantÊ
wasÊfinallyÊpurchasedÊandÊtheÊhealthÊneeds,ÊespeciallyÊ

colds,ÊfinallyÊim- proved.ÊFarÊPhoto:ÊSr.ÊIrenaus,ÊStanislausÊandÊMonica. 
DuringÊthisÊsameÊ year,ÊtheÊnewÊhighÊaltarÊinÊSt.ÊFrancisÊchapelÊÊwasÊerect-
ed.ÊOnÊtheÊFeastÊofÊCorpusÊChrisƟÊtheÊHolyÊSacrificeÊofÊtheÊMassÊwasÊofferedÊonÊitÊforÊtheÊfirstÊ
Ɵme.ÊRemember:ÊnoÊelectricity!ÊÊÊÊÊAmidstÊallÊgoodÊthings,ÊoneÊtragedyÊstandsÊout.Ê 
OnÊFebruary 4, 1896, SisterÊColeƩa,ÊourÊFoundress,ÊmetÊwithÊaÊterribleÊaccident.ÊHerÊrightÊ

armÊwasÊcaughtÊbetweenÊtheÊheatedÊrollersÊofÊtheÊlargeÊ
laundryÊmangle,ÊbutÊGodÊdidÊspareÊherÊlifeÊandÊherÊhand.Ê 
OverÊinÊBeaverton,ÊOregon,ÊFatherÊJosephÊFesslerÊdiedÊonÊ

June 20, 1896. HeÊwasÊburiedÊinÊtheÊcemeteryÊofÊtheÊSistersÊofÊSt.Ê
MaryÊofÊOregon.ÊAÊstainedÊglassÊimageÊinÊtheirÊchapelÊisÊdedicatedÊ
toÊhim. 
June 21, 1896 theÊApostleshipÊofÊPrayerÊ(LeagueÊofÊtheÊSacredÊ
Heart)ÊwasÊestablishedÊandÊtheÊconventÊbecameÊaÊCenterÊofÊtheÊ
League.ÊAllÊSistersÊwereÊenrolledÊandÊacceptedÊoneÊhourÊaÊday,Ê
calledÊtheÊHourÊofÊGuard,ÊtoÊuniteÊthemselvesÊmentallyÊwithÊtheÊpresenceÊofÊJesus.ÊÊ 

August 16, 1896 aÊdearÊfriendÊandÊbenefactressÊofÊtheÊconvent,ÊMrs.ÊEllenÊRose,ÊhadÊaÊterri-
bleÊaccidentÊwhichÊcausedÊherÊdeath.ÊBecauseÊherÊwillÊgaveÊtheÊconventÊaboutÊ$1000.00,ÊtheÊcommunityÊ
pledgedÊtoÊhaveÊtwoÊMassesÊsaidÊforÊherÊeveryÊyearÊasÊlongÊasÊtheÊconventÊexists...onÊAugustÊ16...everyÊyear. 



November 10, 1897 wasÊtheÊdayÊofÊenlightenment:ÊatÊ4:00ÊPMÊArch-
bishopÊKatzerÊblessedÊtheÊDynamoÊandÊtheÊEngineÊandÊanÊhourÊandÊaÊ
halfÊlaterÊtheÊconventÊwasÊilluminatedÊbyÊelectricity!ÊWhatÊaÊthrillingÊ
ƟmeÊthatÊmustÊhaveÊbeenÊinÊourÊhistory:ÊnoÊmoreÊkeroseneÊlanterns,Ê
candlesÊtoÊlightÊone’sÊwayÊinÊdarkÊhalls,ÊinabilityÊtoÊreadÊtheÊOfficeÊinÊ
chapel,ÊdormsÊwithÊonlyÊoneÊkeroseneÊlamp!!.Ê 

November 11, 1897, ArchbishopÊKatzerÊspentÊtheÊdayÊaŌerÊelectricityÊcameÊtoÊtheÊcon-
vent,...working.ÊBeingÊgreatlyÊinterestedÊinÊtheÊrevisionÊofÊourÊceremo-
nial,ÊheÊspentÊfiveÊwholeÊhoursÊatÊthisÊworkÊwithÊaÊzealÊandÊdevoƟonÊ

thatÊwasÊreallyÊinspiring.ÊInÊarchivesÊisÊoneÊofÊhisÊ
threeÊinkwellsÊthatÊheÊused.Ê 
 TheÊcoverÊofÊthisÊCeremonialÊisÊshownÊhereÊ
andÊwasÊusedÊforÊtheÊfirstÊƟmeÊonÊMay 25, 1898. TheÊceremonyÊde-
scripƟonÊincluded:ÊwearingÊofÊbridalÊdresses,ÊcuƫngÊofÊaÊfewÊlocksÊofÊ
hair,ÊceremonyÊprayersÊthatÊwereÊsaidÊwithÊsignificantÊchangesÊforÊ

theÊpostulant,ÊtheseÊbeing: 
1. Habit: MayÊourÊLordÊJesusÊChristÊclotheÊyouÊwithÊjusƟceÊandÊsancƟty. 
2. WearÊthisÊscapular asÊanÊemblemÊofÊmodestyÊandÊhumility 
3. ReceiveÊthisÊcoif: letÊyourÊlifeÊbeÊhiddenÊwithÊChristÊinÊGod 
4. ReceiveÊthisÊcrown/wreathÊwhichÊourÊLordÊhasÊpreparedÊforÊyouÊfromÊallÊeternity.ÊÊ(AÊ

crownÊofÊflowersÊatÊÊRecepƟonÊandÊFirstÊprofession,ÊofÊthornsÊmadeÊfromÊtreesÊinÊourÊ
MotherhouseÊwoods,ÊwasÊwornÊbyÊtheÊSisterÊforÊthreeÊdaysÊofÊcelebraƟon.) 

5.Rosary and Office Book: MayÊtheÊLordÊhearÊyourÊprayersÊandÊ
hearkenÊtoÊyourÊpeƟƟons. 
6. New Name: “StriveÊtoÊbearÊyourÊnamesÊworthily.” 
FromÊoneÊofÊtheÊSisterÊmakingÊfinalÊvows,ÊÊthisÊprayerÊcardÊsays: 
 ReceiveÊthisÊringÊofÊfidelity,ÊtheÊsealÊofÊtheÊHolyÊSpiritÊthatÊyouÊmaybeÊcalledÊtheÊ
SpouseÊofÊChrist,ÊandÊifÊyouÊareÊfaithful,ÊbeÊcrownedÊwithÊHimÊforever.Ê 
  
TheÊearliestÊfinalÊvowsÊformulaÊinÊÊtheÊarchivesÊwasÊwriƩenÊinÊGermanÊbyÊSisterÊPaulineÊ
KnustÊinÊ1907:Ê“I, Sister Mary Pauline, vow and promise to god Almighty, the blessed Vir-

gin Mary, our Holy Father Francis and all the Saints in Heaven, to you, Most Reverend Father, and to you, our 
Reverend Mother, to live all the days of my life in poverty, chasƟty, and obedience according to the Rule ap-
proved by Pope Leo X for the members of the third Order of Saint Francis living in community. Furthermore, I 
promise to obey the Minster General of the Minor Conventuals of St. Francis and to observe the ConsƟtuƟons 
approved for this CongregaƟon by the Most Reverend Bishop of Green Bay, and I am ready to accept the pen-
ances imposed on me by the Most Reverend Visitator or by our Reverend Mother for any 
transgressions […]. 
 September 22, 1898 theÊcornerstoneÊofÊtheÊnewÊHolyÊFamilyÊHospitalÊwasÊlaid.Ê 

OneÊyearÊlater,ÊSeptember 27, 1899, wasÊtoÊbeÊaÊdayÊofÊgreatÊrejoicingÊ
atÊtheÊdedicaƟonÊofÊtheÊnewÊhospitalÊ…ÊbutÊitÊwasÊalsoÊ
aÊdayÊofÊsadness.ÊMotherÊOdeliaÊdiedÊatÊ2:20ÊAMÊthatÊ
morning.ÊHerÊworkÊforÊGod’sÊpeopleÊandÊherÊloveÊforÊtheÊLordÊwereÊnowÊ
completedÊandÊsheÊcouldÊrestÊinÊpeace.Ê 
AÊnewÊeraÊinÊhealthÊcareÊforÊourÊcommunityÊbeganÊwithÊtheÊdedicaƟonÊofÊ
HolyÊFamilyÊHospitalÊandÊothersÊthatÊfollowed.ÊToÊbeÊconƟnued. 
 

  ComingÊinÊnextÊissue:ÊWho were the Chaplains who served us over the past years? 


