October 12, 2025
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 17:11-19

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering a
village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master!
Have pity on us!" And when he saw them, he said, "Go show yourselves to the priests." As they were going
they were cleansed. And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, "Ten were cleansed,
were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" Then he
said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you."

Background:

In the Gospel from last week, the disciples asked for greater faith. In response, Jesus told a parable that likened
faith to the smallest of seeds, the mustard seed. Today’s Gospel follows last week’s text, and it continues to
focus on faith--the faith of ten lepers.

The Babylonian Exile (587-537 B.C.) was a very difficult time for the Hebrew people. They were forced to
leave their homeland, their places of worship, and especially their temple in Jerusalem. They wondered why
God who had freed them from slavery, led them through the desert, helped them defeat their enemies, and
helped them become a nation, would now let them become captives to the Babylonians. Ezra, a Hebrew priest,
believed God had turned his face from them because they had not kept themselves pure. He blamed their
captivity on the fact that some had taken non-Jewish women as wives. In doing so, the boundary between God’s
holy people and the rest of humanity had been broken. He believed that in order to regain God’s favor, they
needed to reestablish that boundary and maintain purity. As part of the effort to regain their purity as a nation,
he advocated that non-Jewish women and their heirs be expelled from their community. Those who were
expelled and their descendants were the Samaritans.

The Hebrew people, influenced by Ezra and others who adopted his reasoning, became very concerned with
maintaining proper boundaries as a way to maintain ritual purity. The traditions that dealt with social, physical,
and personal boundaries took on more importance. For example, the involuntary discharges of body fluids
became a breach of the natural boundary of one’s body. The leprosy referred to in this passage was not what we
know of today as Hansen’s disease, but a skin condition that left the skin flaky or scaly. It was repulsive
because the flakes would get on clothing, etc. The flaking broke the boundary of the body of the human person.
A group of lepers might include both Hebrews and Samaritans, because both had been excluded from God’s
people. Those infected forfeited all privileges and status. The law forbade them to enter cities and participate in
the normal activities of life.

Jesus’ ministry, especially in Luke’s Gospel, challenges the clear boundary between the pure and holy people of
God and those who were not. Luke often portrays Jesus reaching across those boundaries to people in ways that
challenge the clear distinctions of the day. Luke knew he was challenging his audience by including these texts

in his Gospel.

When Jesus encounters these lepers, they keep the appropriate distance and call to him as “Master.” Master was
the term only the disciples used for Jesus. Without normal relationships with others, begging was the lepers’
way of survival. Here, the begging lepers do not request alms, but mercy. In this culture, everyone would
recognize that the lepers are asking Jesus to give them what is owed to them, to meet his interpersonal
obligation. Jesus had already confronted the strict boundaries between the people and the blind, the lame, and
sinners. The lepers were saying that Jesus owed them the same kind of consideration. They were also owed
what every other Jew of the day is owed, the right to participate in the religious rituals.



For his part, Jesus acknowledges their relationship to him and their relationship to every other Jew of the day.
He sends them to the Jewish priests. Priests are the ones who can verify that a cure has taken place and can
allow the person to re-enter normal relations within the community. The ten lepers apparently leave without
seeing any change in their condition, and they have to trust in Jesus’ instruction.

The one who returns is known as a Samaritan, something that did not matter when he was a leper. He, like the
others, has acted on faith; trusting that by following Jesus’ instruction, the request would be fulfilled. However,
unlike the others, he is a Samaritan and an outcast. He would not be permitted to enter the temple in Jerusalem
to make the appropriate offering in thanks for the cure that has taken place. So, instead, he returns to Jesus to
express thanks to the agent of God through whom the healing has taken place. But there is also the fact that in
expressing his thanks, the Samaritan is completing his obligation to repay Jesus. Usually, one waited for an
opportunity to repay a good deed with another good deed, such as when the other was in need. However, the
Samaritan knows that there will be no other opportunity. It is highly unlikely that he will ever encounter Jesus
again. Jesus’ response to him states that his faith has not only cured him, but has also saved him.

Those who are witnessing this event know Jesus’ point. This Samaritan is no better or worse a person than the
other nine. They were all the same. They were all lepers. Being cured of their illness has not changed who they
really are. The others are now free to join the religious practices of the community and be included among
God’s chosen people. The Samaritan is still officially excluded, and is seen as unworthy to be counted among
God’s chosen. But Jesus’ last statement to him states what all who saw it or heard the story know in their hearts.
God, who in his mercy was present to him as a leper, is also present to him as a Samaritan.

Discussion Questions:

1. Have you ever been the outsider? What do you remember about that experience?

2. Are there people who would not be received well in your congregation on Sunday morning?

3. Samaritans and Jews who were leprous could live together because they were both outcasts. Where are the
places in your community where unlikely groups of people can come together?

4. Do you know people who are particularly good at looking past boundaries?

What do you think happened as the ten left Jesus and one knew he could not show himself to the priest in

Jerusalem?

6. The disciples had asked that their faith be strengthened. After Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan leper, he
tells him that his faith has saved him. What does this statement say to you?

7. Do you also know people who seem to foster a spirit of gratitude in their life? What impact does that have
on them?

8. When have you experienced a deep sense of gratitude? How did that get expressed by you?

9. Can you take some time to talk with God honestly about whatever it is that seems most important to you in
this Gospel text?
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The Gospel background and reflection questions are written by Fr. Paul Gallagher, OFM. They are edited by
Sister Anne Marie Lom, OSF and Joe Thiel. The excerpts from the Sunday readings are prepared by Joe Thiel.
To be added to the distribution list, send your name and email address to fr.paul.gallagher.ofm@gmail.com.

Our Gospel Reflections are hosted by the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity. Their homepage is
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/. One link there is labeled Franciscan Gospel Reflections. A click on the icon will
take you to the Gospel reflections for the upcoming Sunday. By following this link, you will be able to blog or
comment on the reflection questions. The material will be posted on Fridays and will be available until the
following Friday when the new material is posted.
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Excerpts from the readings for October 12, 2025, the Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Naaman plunged into the Jordan seven times at the word of Elisha, the man of God.

His flesh became clean of his leprosy. Naaman returned to Elisha and said,

“Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.

Please accept a gift from your servant.”

Elisha replied, “As the Lord lives whom I serve, I will not take it;”

Naaman said: “If you will not accept, please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth,
for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any other god except to the Lord.”

The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds;

his right hand has won victory for him.

The Lord has made his salvation known, he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God.

Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands: break into song; sing praise.

Beloved: Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David:
such is my Gospel, for which I am suffering, to the point of chains, like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained.

Therefore, | bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen,

so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus.

This saying is trustworthy:

If we have died with him, we shall also live with him;

if we persevere, we shall also reign with him.

But if we deny him, he will deny us.

If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,

he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.

As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.

They stood at a distance and raised their voices, saying,
“Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said,
“Go show yourselves to the priests.”

As they were going they were cleansed.



One of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God,;
and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan.
Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed. Where are the other nine?
Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”

Then he said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.”

Excerpts from 2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 98:1-4; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; and Luke 17:11-19

Friends,

Here are the Gospel background and reflection questions for October 12th, as prepared by Franciscan spiritual
director Fr. Paul Gallagher. Inthe Gospel from Luke, Jesus encounters ten lepers who ask him from a distance
to have pity on them. “Go show yourselves to the priests,” he replies, and as they are on their way, doing as he
told them, they are cleansed. One of them, a Samaritan, realizing he has been healed, returns, glorifying God
and thanking Jesus. Jesus tells him, “Your faith has saved you."

The other readings also have references to lepers being healed, salvation being from God, faith being required,
and gratitude being appropriate. In the first reading from 2 Kings, Naaman is healed of leprosy after he washes
in the Jordan as instructed by Elisha. He returns and tells him, “Now I know there is no God in all the earth
except the one in Israel.” Psalm 98 proclaims, “The Lord has revealed his saving power to all the ends of the
earth.” In the second reading, Paul writes to Timothy, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead. The word
of God is not chained. Therefore, | bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they may
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus. He remains faithful.”

Healing and salvation are not withheld, they are lavished instead, upon those who persevere and have faith. Life
is not fair, and some are dealt greater hardships than others. When Naaman’s flesh becomes again like that of a
little child, he understands the greatness of the source of his healing. It is the God of the prophet Elisha, whose
instructions he has followed. It is enough to make him ask Elisha for permission to take some earth from the
land of Israel with him, to have wherever he might go--so that any sacrifice he might ever offer to God be done
so while standing upon earth from Israel. We should be so thankful--that all Jesus requires is faith. Paul
reminds us, “He remains faithful." Jesus can as readily do it for ten as for one, or for eight billion. The
believing and trusting in him is up to each of us.
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i = May the Word light your way each day!



