This is a personal note from Father Paul.

To our readers:

This ministry of writing Reflections on the Gospel began when | was part of the Campus Ministry at the
University of Houston. There were a large number of commuter students, staff, and faculty that we did not see
at our campus centers. The Reflection Questions were a way to reach out to them. The Reflection Questions
centered on the Sunday Gospel and added some background material. The format was simple but brought
together some insights from Catholic scripture scholars and helped the readers see the Gospel as whole, not just
individual texts that were read at Sunday Mass. The real heart of the Reflection Questions was that they asked
people to see their own life experiences as windows to experience the Sunday Gospel as being addressed to
them in their life journey. They also encouraged people to talk to God from their own experience of reflection
on the Gospel.

While the format and content has changed some through the years, the goal has been to help people hear the
Gospel as addressed to them and help them to respond authentically.

A great deal has changed in my life since this ministry began. | have run five marathons, studied Spiritual
Direction, been involved in a number of different ministries, and found my way to Twelve Step meetings. Like
most of us, | lived through the COVID pandemic. Personally, | have lived through a couple of major health
issues, and | recently learned that my prostate cancer has returned. | am grateful that, over the last year or so, |
have had some of the best and most caring kind of medical care available. But, at my last meeting with my
oncologist, he indicated that | have about six months of life remaining.

It is time for me to use those six months well, and be in my own honest dialogue with God. Fortunately, Sister
Anne Marie Lom and Joe Thiel talked some months ago about the time when | would need to step away from
this ministry. They have agreed to become the new face of the Reflection Questions. They both have been a
special part of this ministry for years. | am grateful for their willingness to see that it continues. So, this will be
the last week that I will be the lead author of the Reflection Questions.

| appreciate your participation in this ministry. I hope it has blessed you in your personal journey with God. |
thank you for your prayers and support!

Sincerely,
Father Paul Gallagher, OFM



